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Art. 1. Mifeellaneous State Papers: from 1501 to 1726. 4to. 
2Vols. 11. 16s, Boards. Strahan and Cadell. 1778. 
LTHOUGH it will be acknowledged, that it is not a fuffi- 

cient reafon for publifhing letters, and other papers, that 
they were written long ago, and by perfons of eminence and diftinc~ 
tion in the period in which they lived,—it is not too haftily to be 
aflerted, concerning any publication of this nature, that it is 
trifling and unneceflary; or that a work which may appear fo 
to any particular individual, is in reality fuch with refpect to 
the Public at large. What one clafs of readers may pronounce 

‘dry and uninterefting,’ another may find to be full of infor- 

mation, or entertainment. 

Mifcellaneous collections of this kind fuit the tafte of a great 
diverfity of readers, and anfwer feveral valuable purpofes. ‘They 
are of great ufe in cafting new light on hiftorical faéts, afcer- 
taining the merit of celebrated characters, and illuftrating the 
general manners, or particular cuftoms, of different countries 
or periods. And even thofe parts which are moft dry and te- 
dious, may meet with readers to whom they will afford enter= 
tainment, or they may be of ufe to perfons engaged in fome 
particular courfe of ftudy. It is therefore, in fome meafure, 
rather defirable, that compilations of ancient papers fhould be 
copious and even redundant, than that they fhould be curtailed 
by too nice and fcrupulous a felection. In faying this, we ra- 
ther mean, however, to give a general reafon for admitting a 
great variety of matter into collections of this kind, than to offer 
an apology for the voluminous appearance of the prefent work 3 
which will, we doubt not, be found as interefting as moft other . 
publications of a fimilar nature. 

Our Readers will naturally expect that we fhould give them 


foe general account of the contents of thefe volumes, and the 
Vout. LIX. B views 
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views with which they are made public: and we cannot do thi$ 


fo properly as in the Editor’s own words : 

‘ The principal idea which has prevailed in the choice of the ma- 
terials, has been, not to dwell too long on any one fubject, or any 
one period ; and to feleé&t fuch papers as mark moft flrongly the cha- 
ratters of celebrated Princes and their minifters, and illuftrate fome 
memorable xra, or remarkable feries of events, It feems fuper-~ 
fluous to obferve, that the introductions prefixed to moft of the arti- 
cles will conneét (as far as was practicable) the different divifions 
of the work with general hiftory, and lead the reader’s attention to 
fuch points as he may think deferve it beft. Notes are occafionally 
inferted at the bottom of the page, with the fame view: and it is 
hoped they will not be thought either tedious or trifling. 

¢ The Editor is well aware of the difguft which often arifes toa 
delicate taite, from the antiquated flyle and ftiff phrafeology, which 
unavoidably occur in thefe publications of hiftorical documents. It 
is prefumed, however, that many nervous and able difpatches will 
be found here, of a remote date, which do credit to the compofi- 
tions of thofe early times, on topics of bufinefs. And it may be 
fairly afferted, that new lights are thrown on the conduct and cha- 
racters of fome eminent perfons ; as Burleigh, Walfingham, Leicefter, 
and Charles I. ; notwithitanding that part of our hiftory may appear 
to fuperficial readers to have been already exhautted. 

* Some facts and incidents of {mall importance may, indeed, be 
pointed out, in the courfe of the papers, as Janguid and unintereft- 
ing. But it is to be confidered, that in every picture there muft 
be fome fhades; and that it was impoflible to avoid this objection 
but by giving broken extracts; by which mode the conneétion and 
arrangement of the writer’s narrative and fentiments would have 
been greatly difturbed. The reader will confult his tafte, and turn 
over thofe pages, where nothing attracts him: though the Editor 
Hatters himfeif that many fuch will not be met with. He will noc 
attempt to recommend himf{clf at the expence of thofe who have 
gone before him; and therefore declines giving any reafons why the 
plan he has adopted may deferve the preference. 

* Whoever looks into thefe Volumes will be better prepared for 
his future entertainment, if he pleafes to confider the work before 
him as an hiftorical pi€ture gallery, where the different modes and 
fathions of upwards of two centuries are exhibited in regular fuccef- 
fion. ‘Whe politics and ‘entiments of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth’s time, 
differ as much from thofe of William III. and of George J. as the 
rulf and fardingale in the habits of the former, from the hoop petti- 
coat, and long pockets of the latter. There may be pieces of in- 
ferior mafters in the gallery ; but, doubtlefs, fome Titians and Van- 
dykes will be diilinguifhed —The relation of the Princefs Catherine’s 
reception, with which we open, and of the late Queen of France’s 
marriage, with which we conclude, as they reprefent the fathions 
and ceremonial of the refpective times, may be thought good com- 
ony to the pitture of the Champ de Drap d’Or, in Windfor- 
Caitle,’ 7 
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From this large collection of State Papers we fhall fele& fe- 
veral of the more curious and entertaining articles. 

The following original letter of Thomas Leigh (one of the 
vifiters of the monatteries) to Thomas Cromwell, Lord Privy 
Seal, is a curious piciure of country manners about the time of 
the Reformation : 

‘In my molt humble manner I commend me unto your good 
Lordfhip, evermore thanking you of your munificency, and great 

oodnefs, at all times fhewed unto me. Advertifing your Lordfhip, 
that whereas I have hitherto, according to your commandment, vi- 
fited the archdeaconries of Coventry, Stafford, Derby, and part of 
Chethire; for that Ican perceive accordingly, as I heretofore have 
written unto you, there laketh nothing but good and godly inftruc- 
tion of the rude and .poor people, and reformation of the heads, in 
thefe parts. For certain of the knights and gentlemen, and mott 
commonly all, liveth fo incontinently, having their concubines 
openly in their honfes, with five or fix of their children, and putting 
from them their wives, that all the country therewith be not a little 
offended, and taketh evil example of them. Wherefore hitherto I 
have given and fent commandment to them (forafmuch as I could 
not {peak with them all, by reafon they were at the aflizes), to put 
fiom them immediately fuch concubines, as they have hitherto no- 
torionfly and manifcfly occupied and kept, and to take again their 
wives ; or elfe to appear before your Lordfhip, to thew a caufe why 
they fhould not be compelled ; and if your Lordthip will command 
any other thing to be done in the premifes, I thall be ready to ac- 
complith the fame. And feing my Lord of Norfolk is come to the 
court, I fhall moft humbly deiire you to have me in remembrance, 
And thus God preferve you, and have you in his mot firm tuition, 
with much increafe of hgnour, according tothe contentation of your 
Lordthip’s moft noble good heart’s defire. 

From the monattery of Vale Royal, the 22d of Auguft. (1536) 
Your Lordfhip’s hamble at commandment, 
Tuomas LeicuH.® 

The following letter from Sir Richard Moryfon to the Lords 
of the Council, has a peculiar caft of thought and ityle, and 
contains fome amufing particulars refpecting the Emperor 
Charles V. 

* P.eafeit your good Lordfhips. The King’s Maiefty’s inftru€tions, 
with letters from your honours, bearing date the 21th of September, 
I received at Spires, the 4th of this month; which as foon as I had 
well perufed, and learned the Kiny’s Highnefs’s pleafure, then I 
forthwith made towards the Court, where I found fuch favour, as I 
had accefs to his Maje‘iy, almoft as foon asI came; forl fent my 
jecretary from me, which had ridden half the way, to fhow Monf. 
D’ Arras * that J was coming to the Court, with letters from the King 
my Matter to the Emperor, and fomewhat I had alfo to fay by word 
of mouth from his Highnefs unto his Majeity, trufting that foraf- 
much as Ambafladors might not long bide nigh the camp he would 





* Bithop of Arras, afterwards Cardinal Granville, 
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help fhortly that I might have audience. And becaufe {uch good 
will as D’Arras fhowed at this my coming, may give your honours 
the better to judge of the Emperor's gladnefs from mine arrival, [ 
will orderly touch what he did. At my Secretary’s coming, D’Ar- 
ras was with the Emperor, and fo finding Mr. Adrian of the Em- 
peror’s chamber, Afcham made him the means that D’Arras came to 
him ftrait, who learning the caufe of his coming, went in, and told 
the Emperor the matter, and forthwith bad Afcham go home with 
him, for! fhould ftraitway be provided of alodging. By chance I 
went into the town, when D’Arras was going home to his houfe, 
who very gently willed me to go home with him, for! fhould fhift 
me in his lodging, and do what I would, till the Emperor had word, 
that I was now come, or till the Fourriers had provided me a houfe 
of mine own; and forthwith he fent for Anwerpe the harbinger, to 
whom he gave commandment in the Emperor’s name, that he fhould 
fee me well lodged. 1 faid, to be lodged was enough for a night or 
two ; well lodged was not to be fought for, of fuch as would follow 
camps. I rode a good way in the town at his right hand, he ufing 
me with great humanity, and being come to his houfe, he brought 
me into his bed chamber, to the which he willed me in any wife to 
fend for my mail, and fo to fhift me there. While it was coming, 
he afked me, what news? I told him, I had brought with me none 
but good, and, as I thought, would much content the Emperor’s 
Majelty. He afked me, how the King’s Highnefs did; and after I 
had faid what I thought, both of his Majefty’s health, increafe of 
firength, virtues, &c. he afked me, how we did with France, whether 
the French made reftitution of fuch goods, as they had violently 
taken from us, or not. I faid, I could not tell, but I heard, that 
there was good and large promifes that all fhould be reftored, and 
the injury might be thought the lefs, that in time of war, and in 
time of peace, pirates and fuch robbers and freebooters aét without 
laws. He replied, faying, they were a fhrewd fort of pirates that 
had taken 200,0001. from our merchants. Whereunto I anfwered, 
it were too much, if it were a good deal fhort of that fum, and yet I 
heard the French King had promifed reftitution of all that could be 
jufllly demanded; and with this my mail came, and the Bifhop faid, 
he would let me alone till I had changed my apparel. While my 
men brought me fuch things as I did mind to wear, his fervants did 
fetch me a brufh, water for my hands, and after this, they cafta 
couple of napkins upon the table, and brought in a patty of red deer, 
and faid, there was a couple of partridges at the fire, and would 
firaitway be ready. I told them, I had dined at Spires, and yet the 
Bifhop, now knowing that my men had done with me, came again, 
and willed me to tafte of the venifon, that I might tafte of his wine. 
I faw a difh of olives, and fo did eat one of them, and brought him 
good luck in a cup of wine, which he would needs I fhould tafte. 
His kindnefs was very great, in comparifon of any that everI re- 
ceived in this Court, and I thought my good lucks came together, 
for Bernardine was gone that morning towards England, as he told 
divers, and I was thus cockered of the Bifhop at afternoon, which 
both were fuch news to me, and fo welcome, that I wift not whether 
I was not gladder, that Bernardine was gone from this Court, or of 
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i e entertainment with D’Arras; but I muft go on in order 
rg en I, for that I had more lift to talk than eat, would 
no venifon, and therefore the pafty was carried to my men, and 
they made much of. He and I fell to talking again, he groping to 
know mine errand, and I keeping it for the Emperor. He afked 
me, whether the ports were fhut in England, as he had word from 
Flanders, or no? I faid, I neither knew of any caufe why they 
fhould be kept, or heard of any keeping of them, more than that he 
had faid. And whilft we thus talked, his Chamberlain came from 
the Court, and told him, that the Emperor did now look for me. 
D’Arras feeing my horfe without a foot-cloth, did offer me his mule. 
But I gave him thanks, and, faving your honours, in bufkins and 
fpurs, and other fhort apparel, made my horfe ferve me well enough. 
And in going I faid, | knew well mine errand would now not be 
long hid from him. He brought me forth of his houfe, and tarried 
abroad, till I was on horfeback, then alfo courteoufly with his cap 
in hand, taking leave of me; and thus being come to the Court, I 
found Adrian of the chamber waiting for me, who was fo ready to 
bring me in to the Emperor, that I was fain to intreat him, to give 
me leave to breathe me a little, for that I had come apace up a long 
pair of ftairs. Upon this fhort paofe, I followed Adrian, and found 
the Emperor at a bare table without a carpet, or any thing elfe 
upon it, faving his clock, his brufh, his fpeétacles, and his pick- 
tooth. At my coming in, I offered to ftand upon that fide of his 
Majefty, which was next to the door, but it being on his left hand, 
he willed me to go almoft round about the table, that I might ftand 
on his right fide, perhaps for that he heareth better on the one fide 
than on the other; but as I took it, he did it to honour the King 
my Matter. Here, after the delivery of the King’s Hichnefs’s let- 
ters, which his Majefty received very gently, putting his hand to his 
bonnet, and uncovering the better part of his head, I did efforce 
myfelf with as good a countenance asI could, and with as good 
words as my wit would ferve me to devife, in the riding almott of 
twenty Englifh miles, to fhow the gladnefs of the King my Matter, 
for that his Majefty, in fo long and painful a journey, either had his 

health continually, or was by being fometime indifpofed, foon 
brought to perfecter health. I. did fay befides much inore, there 
could be few that did more rejoice at his Majefty’s fo honourable 
and fortunate approaching towards the Low Countries, than did the 
King my Matter, who did repute all his Majeity’s good fucceffes, to 
be as his own, and as glad as of any that could happen to himéelf; 
befeeching his Majefty to believe me in this, I added nothing of 
mine own, but faithfully did fay in Italian, that the King’s Majeity 
had, word for word, appointed me in Englith, and faid the King’s 
Majefty even in thefe years, did contend with his noble father either 
in loving the Low Countries of Flanders, or in defire to fhow plea- 
fure to his Majefty, Lord of them. He did not fuffer me to go 
on, but with the leaft paufe that I could make, he did utter unto 
me in gentle words, that he took the King his good brother's letters 
in very thankful part, and took his falutations, and fending of me 
to him with fuch a friendly meflage, as they did right well deferve, 
faying, as well as he could (for he was newly rid of his gout and 
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fever, and therefore his nether lip was in two places broken out, 
and he forced to keep a green leaf within his mouth, at his tongue’s 
end, aremedy asl to ‘ok it, againit {uch his dryne{s, as in his talk 
did increafe upon him), faying therefore as well as he could, he 
neither had nor could forget the King’s Majeity’s Father’s love, at 
fundry times thewn unto him, nor deceive that truit, which at his 
death he put him in, recommending unto his truft, the King his fon. 

fe would not forget the amity, that fo many years had laited be- 
tween the realm of England and the houfe of Burgundy ; he trutted 
the King his good brother had inthefe his young years, fourd friend- 
fhip and no hurt at his hand, and that he had {cen a defire in him 
perpetually to preferve this antient amity, ufing this fentence, that 
o!d amities which had been lon g tried, and found aod, are to be 
made much of; and this he {pake a little louder than he did the 
reit, as though he would, indeed, have me think that he did ear- 
neiily mean, that he faid. And yet hath he a face, that 1s as un- 
wont to diiclofe any hid eficttion of his heart, as any face that ever 
1 met withal in my J|ite; for there all white colours, which, in 
changirg themfelves, are wont in others to bring a man certain 
word, how his errand 1s liked or mifliked, have no pe in his coun- 
tenance ; his eyes only do bewray as much as can be picked out of 
him. He maketh me oft think of Solomon’s faying, Heaven js high, 
the earth is deep, a King’s heart is unfearchable; there is in him 
almoft nothing that fpeaketh, befides his tongue, and that at this 
time, by reafon of his leaf, and the forenefs of his lip, and his ac- 
cullomed joinefs in fpeaking, did but fo fo utter things to be well 
unc eritood, without great care to be given to his words ; and yet he 

id fo ufe his eyes, {9 move his hea id, and order his ebentes lance, as 
{ might well perceive, his great defire was, that I fhould chink all 
a good deal better meant, than he could {pea kk at; alk as | dare in 
fo weighty a maiter, 1 do furely think, he meant the mof of what 
he faid, Sure lam, he is too wife not to wiih the King’s Majefty 
to be fully his. 

When he did paufe, and that I had licence to fpeak again, I en- 
tered into the Tu:k’s matter, faying as much therein, 45 might 
both thow, in what peril C besten om is and what praife the iing’s 
Majefly’s pood nature did worthily deferve, which be: ng fartheit off 
of all Chriltian Princes trom the danger, is the firft and readiett of 
them allf to think upon the remedy. And in this his Majeily’s 
great zeal did appear, that he offered his aid, opty for pity borne 
to the miferable tiate of Chrilendom; not detired to it, but moved 
rather by the harm like to light upon his friends, than upon him- 
felf, although by courle of nature his Majelty was like enough to 
live while part of the mifery might be felt even in England, if the 
Turk thould do his wail in Hungary, and in thefe coaits of wag dn 
which (wo years together he had very cruelly afilaulied; making th 
King’s oiler, 1 did fay, when his Maj iy fhould fee it expedient, “4 
was fully bent to accord with him and otber Chriftian Princes and 
Elares tor the abaling of fuch a cruel and common enemy, not only 
to the Chriilians, but to Chriit himfelf. And here he faid, my 
good brother meaneth this his aid, only againtt our enemy the Tork. 
1 faw he liked this oiter as it were well ‘enough, but he made not 
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much of it, thinking in very deed, as I might perceive, to have 
heard fomewhat of joining of forces againft another enemy of his, to 
whom he beareth as little good-will as he can do tothe Turk, as at 
whofe hands he hath received more difpleafures, than at the Turk’s. 
And here, he having fo good an occafion to have faid fomewhat of 
the French King, whether it was for that he fpake with fome pain, 
or whether he would that I .fhould fpeak firft againft him, did not fo 
much as once name him; howbeit, I do guefs, he looked for fome 
dire&t anfwer of the fuit which the Regent * made to the King’s Ma- 
jefty, as concerning the aid for Luxemburgh, wherein I would have 
made a foul error, if, the Emperor faying nothing, | would have 
fought redrefs thereof. For how could I have found his grief but I 
mult have granted there was juft caufe of his grief? and therefore 
he hiding the fore, it was not my part to complain. And for this 
caufe, the more he feemed indifferent to prefs me, the more lay 1 in 
wait not to pafs my commiflion, being content to retrain my talk, 
and to think he meant to anfwer me by D’Arras, ufing in very deed 
feldom to determine his pleafure out of hand, where D’Arras hath 
broucht the matter to him before. And yet 1 faid fo much to him 
herein, that his Majetty faid, he did very much rejoice to hear the 
zeal in fo young a King to find fo good a will, fo great a cefire, to 
mean good to fo many, and prayed me to give to his good brother 
from him, his hearty thanks, for this his good and princely offer. 
And when I had promifed his Majetty to do both it, and any thing 
elfe that might pertain to the duty of a good minitter, he gave me 
his hearty thanks, but I did perceive he looked for better news at 
my hands, and thought all thefe the lealt part of mine errand. le 
mav be he had heard, before my coming, how the French fhips were 
ftayed in England, which news were fo brim in the Court at mine 
arrival, that while 1 was with the Emperor, Secretary cane was in 
hand with Afcham, to know whether | had brought with me the 
confirmation of thefe news or not, faying he was the Emperor’s 
Secretary, and therefore he might truit him with news, which he 
fhould fhortly know, though he did not tell him the fame. Yea, 
they had alfo bruited it in the Court, before my coming, that our 
Ambaffadorin France, had faid in exprefs terms to the French Kvny, 
that if he did not forthwith make rettitution of fuch goods as were 
wrongfully taken from our merchants, he had commandment from 
the King our Matter, to denounce him cruel war. It was alfo re- 
ported znd allowed in Court, for true news, that our ports were 
kept fhut, and that none might pads out of England to any place, 
that perchance he that looked to hear all thefe wood news, and 
more too at my coming, thought | had told him very little, having 
bat a meant aid againit the lurk totell him. For men do fooner 
find a lack when they mifs that they hoped for, than take thankfully 
that they think on. I feeing no occaiion to {peak of any man to be 
fent into England, did as I was bidden, in ending my meflige, leave 
the confideration thereof to his Majefty’s wifdum, not miftrutting 
but I thould have good occafion to make the offer to D’Arras, if 
the Emperor fhould teem earneilly to mind the matter, Whereupon 
* «© The Regent of the Netherlands, the Emperor's filter.’ 
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I paufing, the Emperor faid, he would fhew his whole pleafure to 
D’Arras, as touching this his good brother’s offer. And putting his 
hand, as he could, to his cap, feemed to me to crave an end of this 
talk. Whereupon I, after I had looked, if there were any thing 
elfe that his Majefty would fay to me, and found he had no more 
to fay, I with an humble manner asI could, took my leave of his 
Majeity. Iwas not fo foon gone out of the Court, but I found the 
Biihop’s Chamberlain waiting for me, who brought me to my houie, 
which was where the Palfprave Jay, all the time he was at Court. 
Perhaps, if D’Arras had known my errand before, I might have 
been worfe lodged, and have found no man to conduct me to my 
lodging. ‘The Chamberlain had commifon to will me to fend to 
my Lord his Matter, for wine, and what] wanted betides, which 1 
did, and had birds and fowl offered my man, with a patty of red 
deer, but he brought me nothing but a flaggon of his wine, and four 
or five catt of his manchets. J was in my houfe an hour and more, 
before it was time to fupper, and thought D’Arras would have fent 
for me totalk to him; but whether it were that he looked that I 
fhould make him offer, or whether it were for that he had other 
bufinefs, he fent not for me, till it was nine o’clock in the morning 
after; at which hour, his Chamberlain came for me, and I went 
ftraight way to him. He faid, the Emperor’s Majefly had fent to him 
to know, whether I had been with him or no, and hearing that I 
had not been with him fince my talk with his Majefty, he fent again, 
willing him to talk with me, and to require of me, whether I had 
any particular matters touching the prefent occurrents, and to pray 
me that I would declare them unto D’Arras. Mine anfwer was, if 
I had been commanded to fay more to his Majefty than I had faid, 
I would be loth to live, while I might be juftly charged with it. I 
had kept no jot from his Majefly that 1 was willed to fay unto 
him. I thought the news good as they were, and was glad [ 
might bring them hither, as well for that they did both fhow a great 
good nature in the King my Mailer, and alfo a great care in him 
toward the fafety of the Emperor’s flate, honour, and dominions. 
I thought if other Princes might be by long intreaty, as well per- 
fuaded to fet upon fo noble an enterprife, as the King of England 
was bent to it outof his own good nature, the Turk fhould be driven 
to do hurt fomewhere elfe, or to do none to Chriftendom from 
henceforth. D’Arras told me, if I had no more, he would go to 
the Emperor, and fay, his Majeitty had heard as much as I had 
commifiion to fay. It feemeth they would fain have given mea 
new commifiion. Mine anfwer was, he fhould do well fo to do, for 
Iwas a Minifter, and could not appoint myfelf, to fay any thing 
in my Mafter’s name, without a warrant for it; from myfelf I could 
fay fomewhat, not as Ambaflador, nor one bidden to fay it, but as 
one that, with the King my Mafter, did earneflly with a fafety to 
all the Emperor’s things ; and if he would give me leave to lay afide 
mine office, mine Ambafladorfhip, and privately to talk with him, 
as a poor friend might fpeak with an Emperor’s great Counfellor, I 
would tell him what I thought; marry, | would fay it to hear no 
more of it. By the way from Spires hitherward, I thought I fawI 
might be bold with the Emperor’s Majefty, to have iaid unto him, 
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that he fhould do well to fend fome fpecial men both to the King’s 
Majeity, and alfo to other Princes, devifing with each of them, 
how this league againft the Turk might be well made ; and if you 
think as Ido, let me fit out, and make the devife your own; if 
e like it not, I fhall better bear it to be counted unwife, than un- 
willing to help forward that which I take to be fo beneficial to all 
Chriftendom. For what hurt can the Turk do to Chriftendom, if 
Chriftians do not back him? And here D’Arras faid enough againfi 
the French King, and faid he would fhow mea pretty way of writ- 
ing news, and going to a coffer of his, he brought out a couple of 
blanks fent by Darramont from Conftantinople to the French 
King, wherein might be written fuch news as might beft ferve the 
French King’s purpofe, and be taken for news come from the Turk’s 
Court, becaufe Darramont had fubfcribed both the blanks with his 
hand and name. I faw both the blanks, but whether they were 
Darramont’s or like to be his, I know not. After this and much 
other talk, I took my leave of him, and he faid he would to the 
Emperor. At four o’clock his Chamberlain cometh to me again, 
and prayeth me to take fo much pains as to come again to his Matter. 
When we were both fet, he told me he had fhewed the Emperor, that 
what I was commanded to fay, I had faid it all, who once again 
told me, he thought I might of good confideration, for not troubling 
his Majefty long, who was as yet not well recovered, have kept fome 
particularities in ftore; but faith he, feeing you have nothing elfe to 
fay unto him, he faith thus to you, that ye muft render his moft 
hearty thanks unto his good brother, and fay that his Majefty maketh 
great account of this his kind and friendly offer, and therefore will 
forthwith addrefs his letter unto the Regent, that fhe for her high- 
nefs may both underftand the prefent occurrences of England, and 
alfo know further the King’s Majefty’s mind, touching the offer 
which ye have in his Majefty’s name made unto him, and ufe it as 
fhe fhall fee caufe. And, faid he, as | told the Emperor, ye could 
not enlarge your commiffion, fo I alfo told him, what ye thought as 
of yourfelf, for the which your honeft and friendly advice, he gives 
you his moft hearty thanks, not mittrufting, but ye that thus care- 
fully do think of things, will fo fet out his good will, favour and 
love, to the King his good brother, as the amity may daily increafe. 
The Emperor you fee is no catcher up of other men’s things, but 
could be well content to lack a good portion of that he hath, if with- 
out impeachment to his honour, he could Jet go his juft inheritance. 
And here, he faid, the Emperor did wifh the like godly mind in the 
reft of the Princes, that he found in the King, his good brother, and 
did truft he fhould be a King of as great honour as hath been in 
England many hundred years. This, and an hundred times as 
much, he fpake with fuch affection, as, if words may be thought to 
mean what they fay, there can be no more withed for, than is to be 
hoped for. The reft I leave to your wifdoms to weigh, more I can- 
not fay inthis matter. For occurrents here, there be no more than 
I fent your honours in my Jaft letters, It may be, Wefton may meet 
with fome by the way, for that every hour we look to hear, that 
the Duke of Alva, and Marches Albert have bickled together. At 
the Court, there is no talk of the Emperor’s going from Landau, 
Monfieur 
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Monfieur D’Arras has promifed to write them unto me, when there 
come any good news, and if there had been any reacy mace, | do 
not doubt but I thould have had fome. And thus I take my ‘leave 
moi humb!y of your Lordthips. 
From Spira, the 7th of O&o ber, 1gS2. 
Your Lordthip’s, &c. 
RicHarpb Moryson *,’ 


Several letters written by Mary Queen of Scots to the Duke 
of Norfolk (which the Editor properly calls political love-let- 
ters) are here publifhed 5 from which we fhall felect one of the 


moft entertaining : 

* Sunday | received a writing by Porthwick from you, whereby 
J perceive the fatisfaction you have of my plain dealing with you, 
as I muftdoof my duty. Confidering how much | am beholden to 
you many ways, | am glad the grant of my good-will is fo agree- 
able to you. Albeit | know myielf to be io unworthy, to be fo well 
liked of one of fuch wilcom and cood qualities, yet do | think my 
happe great in that, yea much greater than my defert Therefore 
I will be about to ufe myfelf fo, that, fo far as Goa fhall l give me 
grace, you flall never have cauie to diminith your good conceit and 
favour of me, while 1 {hall elieem and refpect you in all my doings 
fo long as I live, as you would with yourown todo. Now, good my 
Lord, more words to this purpole would be unfeemly to my pre‘ent 
condition, and Importunable to you, amongtt fo many bulined!s 5 
but this, truit you, as written by them that means unfeignedly. ‘I’his 
day I received a letter from you by this bearer, whereby I receive 
the thought you take of my health, hich. thanks to God, is much 
better than it was at his departing, but not yet very ftrong, nor quit 
of the forenefs of my fide. It caufes me to be more heavy and pen- 
five than | would or need to be, confidering the care you have of 
me, whereof I will not thank you, for | have remitted all my caufes 
to you to do as fer yourfelf, I write to the Bifhop of Rofs what I 
hear from the Duke of D’Alva, Governor of the Netherlands. Let 
me know your pleafure at length in writing, what I fhall anfwer. 
Now, my Norfolk, you bid me command you; that would be be- 
fides my duty many ways. But to pray you | will, that you counfel 
me not, to take patiently my great gricts, except you promile me 
to trouble you no more for the death of your ward. I with you had 
another in his room to make you merry, or elfe I would he were out 
both of England and Scotland. You forbid me to write; be fure [ 
will think it no pains, whenever my health will permit it, but plea- 
fure, as alfo to receive your letters, which I pray you to fpare not, 
when you have leifure without troub’ ing you; for they fhall fall in 
no hands where they will be better received. The phyficians write 
at length; thev feem to love you marveloufly, and not miflike of 
me. We had but general talk, and fome, of your matters ; 3 but not 
in any body’s name; therefore I sulnesed nothing, but giving ear 
fobesly. When Borthwich goeth up, you thall underfland all; in 


oo 





* « This letter was tranfcribed from the original in the Paper Of: 
fice. 
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this it is unintelligible ; mean time [ mu warn you, when I hear 
any thing touching you. Argyle fends me word exprefsly, that 
when he met at Stirling with Murray, the Regent of Scotland, he 
affured him, I fhould never come home, and that he had intelligence 
for to be quit of me, remembered him of his promifes. Borthwick 

ill write it to the Bithop of Rofs, and my Lord Fleming. Argyle 
prayed me, if you were my friend, to advertife you haitily: ‘Take 
of this what pleafes you, but 1 am fure they will be traytors to you 
and me; and if they were in ‘Turkey, you and I were never the 
worfe ; albeit I will not be importune. But, and this Summer paft, 
I hope by the good all year. God preferve you from all traytors, 
and make vour friends as true and conftant. From Wingfield late 
at night this 24th. Your affured, Mary.’ 

The following letter, written by the Ear! of Leicefter to the 
Lords of the Privy Council, in confequence of the intimations 
he had reccived of the Queen’s diffatisfa€tion with his adminif- 
tration in the Low Countries, ftrongly marks his paffionate and 
vindictive character ; 

‘ My very good Lords, I have, to my very great difcomfort, re- 
ceived from you her Majeity’s great miflike of my acceptance of 
this government, and that fhe will by no means avow, but rather 
difavow wholly, that which is done therein. 1 was fomeways a very 
unfortunate man, I mutt contefs, that found fcant of her Majeity’s 
wonted favour towards me before my going to take fo great and 
weighty a charge, as this in hand, not being ignorant of the infinite 
hazards, that i muft put my own poor eilate into, both life and all, 
Neverthelefs, the Lord God doth know, unto whofe mercy I do ap- 
peal, the very abundance of my faithful hearty love, borne ever to 
the prefervation of her facred perfon, and the care of her profperous 
reign Over Our poor endangered country, was only caufe thereof, 
Burt, my Lords, thus much hope had I always, notwithfanding, in 
the great goodnefs of her Majeily, that in foweighty a cafe as this is, 
her Majefty would, before fhe had condemned me fo far, have heard 
what reafons moved me to do this 1 have done, above her commifliog 
orcommandment. And {doubt not but her Majefly, and you all, 
{hall well and, that I have adveniured more, to do her Majetty ace 
ceptable fervice thereby, than to do myfelf either honour or good. 
And as your Lordfhips have had good experience heretofore, of the 
uncertainties of thefe paffages, fo was | here forty-three days before [ 
did once hear word out of England. And for this matter, to fatisfy 
either her Majeity, or your Lordfhips, as it ought to do, muft ttand 
upon fundry reafons which neceflity brought forth at this time, to 
caufe me to accept of this government, which | had delivered to Mr. 
Davifon, to declare both to her and to your Lordthips. I do moft 
humbly befeech your good Lordihips to examine all thotfe reafons 
but indifferently, if they feem to your wifdums other than might 
well move a true and faithful careful man to her Majetty, to do 
as 1 have done, I do defire, for my mitlaken offence, to bear the 
burden of it, which can be no greater than that which her Majeily 

ath already decreed, to difavow me with all difpleafure and dif- 
grace ; a matter of great reproach and grief as ever can happen to 
«ny man. And according to her will, which I perceive is meant by 
8 her 
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her Majefty, I will be ready (feeing it not otherwife to be prefently 
ufed) to obey her pleafure, if it were prefently to give it, without 
any more ado, over again to them: but refpecting what hindrance it 
may be to her Majefty’s fervice at this time and to the whole caufe, 
I truft I thall not offend your Lordfhips, nor her Majefty, to give 
this fimple advice, that it may pleafe her to fend fome nobleman 
with all fpeed, whom it fhall like her, to fupply my place, according 
to her firlt meaning, and to revoke me, which | will humbly obey, 
and take it as a matter from God, who can and will correct the ways 
of finners, protefting, in his prefence, and by the belief I have in 
Chrift, that I have done nothing in this matter, but, to my judgment, 
of fuch confequence for her Majeily’s fervice, befides the furtherance 
of the caufe here, as if life, land, and goods had Jain upon it, [ 
muft have adventured it, as for an acceptable fervice. And yet 
when | fet my foot on land, I no more imagined of any fuch matter 
to be offered me, or more than was by her Majelty and the Eliates 
contracted, than I thought to be King of Spain, nor till 1 came to 
this town twelve days after: and yet was there fome near affinity 
with this, by that contracted between her and the Eftates. I have 
no caufe to have played the fool thus far for myfelf, firft, to have 
her Majefty’s difpleafure, which no kingdom in the world could 
make me willing to deferve: next to undo myfelf in my latter days, 
to confume all that fhould have kept me a!l my life, in one half 
year: and fo much gain have I here by it, as I have lived and {pent 
only of my own, fince I came, without ever having penny or groat 
from them, neither fhall get fo much by them all here, if I had 
ferved them thefe twelve months, as I have fpent fince I faw her 
Majefty and your Lordfhips !aft: but | mutt thank God of all, and 
am moft heartily grieved for her Majefty’s heavy difpleafure. I 
neither defire to live, nor to fee my country withit. For if I have 
not done her Majefty good fervice at this time, I fhall never hope to 
do her any, but will withdraw me into fome out-corner of the world, 
where I will languifh out the reft of my few too many days, praying 
ever for her Majefty’s long and profperous life, and with this only 
comfort to live an exile, that this difgrace hath happened for no 
other caufe, but for my mere regard for her Majefty’s eftate, being 
driven to this choice, either to put myfelf into her hands, for doin 
that which was moft probably beft for her fervice, or elfe lofe her 
that advantage, which, at that prefent let flip, was not poffible to 
be gotten for her again. I doubt not but, ere this, Mr. Davifon 
hath prefented to her Majefty my own letter, and acquainted all 
your Lordfhips with fuch reafons as have moved me to deal as I 
have done, who was difpatched hence four days before I received 
your Lordfhips letters, leaving me in opinion, if her Majefty had 
not thus conceived of it as fhe now doth, that | would have thought 
my fervice had deferved more thanks. ! fhall now attend her Ma- 
jelty’s further pleafure, not daring to write to herfelf, being thus of= 
fended, but will humbly defire your Lordfhips good conftruétions of 
my doings to her Highnefs, if you fhall find the confideration 
worthy, with your honourable and friendly means in my behalf, 
being a man abfent, but moft faithful and loyal to my moft dread 
Sovereign Miftrefs, and fo will be to my life’s end, and, to my power, 
humbly thankful to your Lordfhips all, for the good favour you 
fhall 
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fhall fhew herein towards me. And fo will pray unto God to keep 
you all in his fear, with long life. 
From the Hague, the 8th of February 1585." 
With the following narrative of King James’s vifit to the 
univerfity of Cambridge (written by Mr. Chamberlayne to Sir 
Dudley Carleton at Turin) we, for the prefent, take our lcave 


of this work : 
‘ My very good Lord, 

‘ I am newly returned from Cambridge, whither I went fome two 
days after I wrote you my laft. The King made his entry there the 
sth of this prefent, with as much folemnity and concourfe of gal- 
lants and great men, as the hard weather and extreme foul ways 
would permit. The Prince came along with him, but not the Queen, 
by reafon (as it is faid) that fhe was not invited; which error is 
rather imputed to their Chancellor, than to the {cholars, that under- 
ftand not thefe courfes. Another defect was, that there were no 
Ambaffadors, which no doubt was upon the fame reafon; but the 
abfence of women may be the better excufed for default of language, 
there being few or none prefent, but of the Howards, or that al- 
liance; as the Countefs of Arundel. with her filter, the Lady Eliza- 
beth Grey; the Countefs of Suffolk, with her daughters of Salif- 
bury and Somerfet; the Lady Walden and Henry Howard’s wife ; 
which were all that I remember. The Lord T'eafurer kept there a 
very great port and magnificent table, with the expence of a thoufand 
pounds a day, as is faid; but that feems too large an allowance; but 
fure his provifions were very great, befides plenty of prefents ; and 
may be in fome fort eftimated by his proportion of wine, whereof 
he fpent twenty-fix tun in five days. He lodged and kept his table 
at St. John’s College; but his Lady ard her retinue at Magdalen 
College, whereof his grandfather Audley was founder. The King 
and Prince lay at Trinity Collese, where the plays were reprefented ; 
and the hall io well ordered for room, that above 2000 perfons were 
conveniently placed. ‘The firft night’s entertainment was a comedy, 
and acted by St. John’s men, the chief part confifting of a counter- 
feit Sir Edward Ratcliffe, a foolifh tutor of phyfic; which proved 
but a lean argument; and though it were larded with pretty fhews 
at the beginning and end, and with fomewhat too broad fpeech 
for fuch a prefence, yet it was itill dry. The fecond night was a 
comedy of Clare Hall, with the help of two or three good actors 
from other houfes, wherein David Drummond in a hobby horfe, 
and Brakin the recorder of the town, under the name of Ignoramus, 
a common lawyer, bare great parts. The thing was full of mirth 
and variety, with many excellent actors (among whom the Lord 
Compton’s fon, though leaft, was not worft), but more than half 
marred with extreme length. The third night was an Englih 
comedy, called Albumazar, of Trinity College’s action and inven- 
tion; but there was no great matter in it, more than one good 
Clown’s part. The laft night was a Latin Pafloral of the fame houfe, 
excellently written, and as well acted, which gave great content- 
ment, as well to the King, as tothe reft. Now this being the tate 
of their plays, their aéts and difputations fell out much after the 


fame 
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fame manner; for the divinity act was performed reafonably well, 
but not anfwerable to the expectation; the law and phyiic aéts tlark 
naught; but the philofophy act made ainends, and indeed was very 
excellent; infomuch that the fame day, the Bilhop of Ely fent the 
moderator, the aniwerer, the varier or prevaricator, and one of the 
repliers, that were all of his houfe, twenty angels a piece. Now, 
for orations and con/cios ad clerum, 1 heard not many; but thofel 
did, were extraordinary ; and the better, for that they were fhort. 
The univeriity orator, Netherfole, though he be a proper man, and 
think well of himfelf, yet he is taxed for calling the Prince ‘faco- 
biffime Carole; and fome will needs add, that he called him Faco- 
bule too; which neither pleafed the King nor any body elfe. But 
fure the King was exceedingly pleafed many times, both at the plays 
and difputations ; for! had the hap to be, for moft part, within hear- 
ing ; and often at his meals he would exprefs as much. He vifited 
all the colleges fave two or three, and commends them beyond Ox- 
ford, yet I am not fo partial, but therein I muft crave pardon not 
to be of his opinion. ‘Though | endured a great deal of penance by 
the way for this little pleafure, yet | would not have miffed it, for 
that I {ce thereby the partiality of both fides; the Cambridge men 
pleafing and applauding themfelves in all, and the Oxford men as 
faft condemning and detra¢iing all that was done; wherein yet I 
commended Corbet’s modefty whilit he was there; who being feri- 
oufly dealt withal by fome friends to fay what he thought, an{wered, 
that he had left his malice and judgment at home, and came thither 
only to commend. 

* Paul Tomfon the gold-clipper hath his pardon, and not only fo, 
but is abfolved a pana et culpa, whereby he keeps his livings, and 
never came to trial; and I heard he had the face to appear in the 
town, whilft the King was there. 

© Sir Arthur Ingram is, in a fort, defurranné, for Sir Marmaduke 
Dorrell is appointed to keep the table, and difpatch the bufinefs of 
the cofferer, and he only to retain the name till Michaelmas, that 
the accompts may be made up, and in the mean time order taken, 
that he may be reimburfed of fuch monies as he hath lawfully laid 
out, or can Challenge in this caufe, 

‘ Old Sir John Cutts is lately dead, and here is fuch a fpeech of 
the Lord Roffe, but there isno great credit given to it, becaufe it 
comes only out of the Low Countries. Your nephew Carleton is ar- 
refted with the fmall-pox, which hindered his journey to Cambridge. 

* | had almott forgotten, that almoft a!l the Courtiers went forth 
Matter of Arts, at the King’s being there; but few or no Do<tors, 
fave only Younge, which was done by a mandate, being fon to Sir 
Peter, the King’s fchool-maffer, The Vice Chancellor and univer- 
fity were exceeding {trict in that point, and refufed many importu- 
nities of great men, among whom was Mr. Secretary, that made 
great means for Mr, Weftfeld; but it would not be; neither the 
King’s intreaty for John Dun would prevail; yet they are threatened 
with a mandate, which, if it come, it is like they will obey; but 
they are refolved to give him fuch a blow withal, that he were bet:er 
be without it. Indeed the Bifhop of Chichetter, Vice Chancellor, 
hath been very (tiff, and carried himfelf very peremptory that way’, 

wherein 
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wherein he is not much to be blamed, being a matter of more con- 
fequence than at irlt was imagined. He did his part every way, as 
well in moderating the Divinity A@, as in taking great pains ig all 
other things, and keeping exceeding great cheer. 

‘ [have nere fent you the queftions in brief, for otherwife they 
would bear too great a balk, And fol commend you to the pre- 
From London the 16th of March 1014, 
Your Lordfhip’s to command, 

OHN CHAMBERLAIN,’ 


Some farther extracts from thefe papers will be given next 


month. 


tection of the Almighty. 





Art. I. Difecurfes on the Four Gofpels, chiefly with regard to the pecu- 
liar Defign of each, and the Order and Places in which they were 
quritten. ‘So which is added, an Inquiry concerning the Hours 
of St. John, of the Romans, and of fome other Nations of Anti- 
quity. By Thomas Townfon, B. D. Reétor of Malpas, Chefhire, 
and late rellow of Magdalen College, Oxford. 4to. 75. 6d. 
Boards. Oxford, at the Clarendon Prefs.—Bathurft, London. 
1773. , 

ANY laudable endeavours have been ufed, from time to 
time, by Chriftian divines, to afcertain the chrenological 
order, and the dates of the feveral Gofpels, with the places where 
they were written. The learned Author of the prefent work has 
purfued thefe inquiries with attention and accuracy; and has, 
at the fame time, endeavoured (we think on the whole very 
fuccefsfully) to difcover the peculiar defign and view with 
which cach Evangelitt undertook to write his hiftory of the 
tranfactions of Chriit. 

St. Matthew, having written his gofpcl, as Mr. T. fully 
proves, within a few years after our Lord’s afcenfion, while the 
church wholly confitted of converts from Judaifm, adapted it 
particularly to theif inftruction and benefit. ‘This appears from 
a great varicty of paflages, quoted in thefe difcourfes, in fupport 
of this point. 

St, Mark’s gofpel, probably written at Rome, was adapted 
to the ftate of the church there, confifting of a mixture.ot pagan 
and Jewifh converts. He inferts many direct or oblique expli- 
Cations of paflages in St. Matthew’s gofpel, to render them 
more intelligible to the converts from paganifm. 

St. Luke wrote his gofpel for the immediate ufe of the pagan 
Converts; feveral parts of it appear particularly adapted to dif- 
play the divine goodnefs to the gentiles. He traces up Chrift’s line- 
age to Adan, hereby lignifying that he was the feed of the woman 
promifed to our firft parents, and the Saviour of all their poite- 
rity. He marks the ara of Chrift’s birth, and the time when 
join began to annouace the gofpel, by the reigns of the Ro- 
Mail CIN pPCrors. 
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St. John’s gofpel, written long after the reft, feems partly 
intended as a fupplement to the others, in order to preferve feveral 
important difcourfes of our Saviour, or facts relating to him, 
which had been omitted by the other Evangelifts ; but chiefly 
to check the herefies which were beginning to appear in the 
church, and to eftablifh the true doctrine concerning the divi- 
nity, and the mediatorial character, of Chrift. 

This account of the diftin&t defign of each Evangelift, is fup- 
ported by a variety of quotations and reafonings, and appears on 
the whole to be clearly eftablifhed; except with refpeét to the 
latter of the views affigned for writing John’s gofpel, which 
depends upon the doubtful fuppofition, of the truth of the in- 
terpretation ufually given by orthodox divines of the language 
of this hiftorian on doétrinal points. 

Our Author next proceeds to fhow that the true order of the 
gofpels is that in which they are ufually placed, and to prove 
that each preceding Evangelift had feen the foregoing gofpel. 
Both thefe points he has eftablifhed, we think, beyond all rea- 
fonable difpute. 

There is one article, however, in which our Author appears 
to us to have been lefs fuccefsful, namely, in his attempt to 
prove, that Mark wrote his gofpel under the direction of 
Peter. His authorities, from the Fathers, in fupport of this 
Opinion, are either too remote from the times of the apoftles, to 
merit much regard, or doubtful in their meaning: and the inter- 
nal evidence produced for this purpofe, appears {till more du- 
bious. Among other circumftances, too flight to furnifh ar- 
guments of any material weight in determining the queftion, he 
remarks, that this Evangelift, in defcribing the miracle of 
feeding five thoufand with five barley loaves and two fmall 
fifhes, fays, that the multitude fat down on the green gra/s, 
which is the account of a fpectator, and therefore probably of 
St. Peter. But it is not difficult to conceive, that the obvious 
idea of the verdure of the grafs might occur to a writer who 
was not himfelf an eye-witnefs of the miracle. Mr. T. is 
aware of an objection againft his pofition, arifing from this cir- 
cumftance, that Mark, in his defcription of the transfiguration, 
has given no account of the conference between Mofes and 
Elias, recorded by Luke, which Peter, who was himfelf pre- 
fent, would hardly have omitted, had he dictated this gofpel. 
To remove this difficulty, he conjectures, that St. Peter, per- 
haps overpowered by the heavenly glory, fell afleep during part of 
the converfation. But till we are better acquainted with the 
nature of this heavenly vifion, we may with at leaft equal ap- 
pearance of probability fuggeft, that the novelty and {plendor 
of the fcene would have an effect, the reverfe of that which Mr. 


T.. fuppofes. 
2 As 
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Asa fpecimen of the work, we fhall quote the Author’s ge- 
neral conclufion of his remarks on the gofpels, in which he 
fhew's that each fucceeding Evangelift confirms the authenticity 

receding gofpels. 

ae Evangelifts in fucceffion purfued a wife and fure 
method of warranting the truth and genuinenefs of cach former 
Gofpel with all the authority of the latter. Let us for inftance 
fuppofe St. Peter to have been requefted or to have defired to 
leave his teftimony with the church in St. Mark’s Gofpel, of 
the authenticity of St. Matthew’s. How was this to be effeéted? 
He might have mentioned it, + as he does St. Paul’s Epiftles, in 
terms of refpect, and called it, The Gofpel of our beloved brother 
Matthew: by which or the like words he would doubtlefs have 
borne witnefs to the truth of it. But if a queftion fhould arife, 
not whether St. Matthew had compofed a true Gofpel, but which 
was the true Gofpel of St. Matthew, fuch a teftimony could no 
more decide it, than the ranking of St. Paul’s Epiftles with the 
other fcriptures can determine, whether the Epiftle to the He- 
brews be St. Paul’s. If then a Gofpel was afterwards to appear 
under the title of + The Gofpel according to the Hebrews, which 
might be miftaken, and actually was miftaken by fome, for the 
authentic Gofpel of St. Matthew ; how could St. Peter depo- 
fite with the church a better touchftone by which to detect the 
adulterate, than by incorporating fo much of the genuine into his 
own Gofpel ? 

‘Again, if St. Luke tranfcribed feveral paflages from, St. 
M.rk, we have the atteftation not only of St. Luke, but of his 
friend and principal St. Paul, to the verity of this Gofpel. 

‘ Laftly, St. John authenticated the three foregoing Gofpels 
by an oppofite method, that is, by omitting not repeating what 
they had related. Of which enough has been faid. 

‘ As to St. John’s Gofpel, if it was written late, as many fup- 
pofe, and [ think with probability, the church of Chrift had 
then acquired fome ftrength and confiftence, and a more eafy 





* See the conclution of Dr. Owen’s Obfervations on the Four 
Gofpels. 

+ 2 Pet iii. 15. 

t The Gofpel of the Ebjonites, which was in the main the fame 
with that of the Naxarenes, was entitled by themfelves, The Gofpel ac- 
cording to the Hebrews. \t was partly a compilation from St. Mat- 
thew and St. Luke; and what was taken from the former was plainly 
tranilated from the Greek, Yet about the middle of the fourth cen- 
tury a notion began to prevail, that this was the authentic Hebrew of 
St. Matthew’s Golpel. 

See Twells’s Critical Examination, Reply, p. 110—127, Second Vin- 
iction, p. 19. 68. 

Jones’s New Method, V. i, Part. ii. C. xxv. Dp. 331. 
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and fettled correfpondence of its diftant members with each otiier. 
And perhaps no city was better fituated than Ephefus to {pread’ 
intelligence to the generality of places where any Chriftians re- 
fided. Accity fo much frequented formed a conneétion between 
the two great divifions of Europe and Afia. Here it is generally 
allowed, that St. John compofed his Gofpel ; and the notoriety 
of the fact fuperfeded the want of another apoftle to atteft it. 

¢ | fhall beg leave to add only a few words more in anfwer 
to the objections of thofe, who think, that we weaken the evi- 
dence of the evangelical hiftory, and !eflen the credit of St. Mark 
and St. Luke, by fuppofing them to have written with a know- 
ledge of St. Matthew’s Gofpel. Let the matter be examined 
without prejudice. 

‘ The Gofpel muft be true, if St. Matthew’s is a true hiftory 
of it: to fatisfy us of which, the proof of two things is requifite ; 
firft, That he was a faithful relater of what he had feen and 
heard; fecondly, That the relation which bears his name is his 
relation. : 

‘« The firft thing, That St. Matthew could not be deceived 
himfelf and would not deceive us, but related faithfully what 
he knew to be fact, is proved by the arguments which eftablifh 
the credit and authority of the other apoftles, and which cere 
tainly are not the worfe for admitting, that St. Mark and St, 
Luke had feen his Gofpel and approved of it. 

‘ The fecond point, That the Gofpel that bears his name is 
H1s Gofpel, hath been fhown juft above to be ftrongly confirm- 
ed by the works of thefe Evangelifts. For if we rightly efteem 
a few fentences of it found in Clemens Romanus and other 
apoftolical fathers an argument for its authenticity; in all reafon 
the many paflages of it which occur in the writings of St. Mark 
and St. Luke muft be an argument of greater weight. 

‘ And their own credit is not diminifhed, but in one view 
feen to advantage by the ufe which they make of St. Matthew. 

‘ The credit of their knowledge is not diminifhed: becaufe, 
by enlarging on his account, as they frequently do, in relating 
the fame thing, they fhow that they were not indebted to him for 
the knowledge even of thofe things which they partly relate in 
his words; but were mafters of the fubjeét, and wrote with an 
antecedent and full idea of it, 

‘ But the credit of their veracity appears in a fairer light. In 
fome places they feem to differ from him; and though the dif- 
ference is only in appearance, they muft be fenfible, that this 
appearance might give, and it hath often given, a handle to 
cavil and exception againft the Gofpel hiftory, which common 
prudence would have taught them to avoid in writing after an 
apoftle, if they had not been confcious of the certainty of the 
facts recited by them, It is truth only that hath this fearlefs 
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fimplicity, and gives its teftimony without art or circumfpec- 
tion.’ ) a) - 
This learned and ingenious work concludes with two difler- 
tations, in the firft of which the Author attempts to prove that 
St. John reckoned his hours, differently from the reft of the 
Evangelifts, and in the fame manner with the moderns in 
Europe; and in the fecond, that the Romans divided their na- 
tural day into twelve hours, and always began to reckon from 


fun-rife. 





Art. III. Objfervations on Mr. Hume’s Hiftory of England, By Jo- 
feph Towers. 8vo. 2s8.6d. Robinfon. 1778. ' 


HE writer of this judicious and feafonable publication, 

begins with obferving, that few of our modern hittorical 
performances have been more read, or more celebrated, than the 
Hiftory of England by Mr. David Hume; and that, as an ele- 
gant compofition, and the production of real and diftinguifhed 
genius, it is unqueftionably entitled to great applaufe. ‘ But 
though beauty of diction, harmony of periods, and acutenefs 
and fingularity of fentiment, may, fays Mr. Towers, captivate 
the reader, yet there are other qualifications eflentially neccflary 
to the character of a good hiftorian. Fidelity, accuracy, and 
impartiality, are alfo requifite: and in thefe, it is apprehended, 
Mr. Hume is greatly deficient; fo that thofe who read his work, 
with a view to obtain juft ideas of the moit remarkable tranfac- 
tions and events which have happened in this country, will, if 
they rely folely on his authority, be led to form conceptions ex- 
ceedingly erroneous refpecting matters of very confiderable im- 
portance. It is, therefore, the defign of the following obferva- 
tions to evince, that thofe who wifh to acquire an accurate 
knowledge of the real ftate of facts, and to think juftly of the 
perfons and tranfactions treated of in Mr. Hume’s hiftory, fhould 
read his work with fome degree of caution and circum{pection, 
without too implicit a reliance on his integrity as an biftorian, 
and that they fhould compare his relations with thofe of other 
authors.” In the profecution of ‘this defign, Mr. Towers does 
not attempt to take a complete view of fo Jarge a work as Mr, 
Hume’s Hiftory of England. His intention is only to point 
out a variety of paflages in that celebrated performance, which 
may tend to throw light upon the character of the author as an 
hiftorical writer, and to difplay fome of the prepoficfions by 
which he was frequently mifled, or, in confequence of which, 
he endeavoured to miflead his readers. 

Mr. Hume’s errors, as an hiftorian, may be rcferred to two 
caufes. One was, an affectation of fingularity of {entiment, 
which, indeed, is very predominant in all his writings ; and the 
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other, his prejudices as a Tory. He was extremely folicitous to 
reprefent the government of England as arbitrary, at leaft as 
much fo as he could with any degree of plaufibility, in the pe- 
riods preceding the acceffion of the Houfe of Stuart: and this 
he was led to by his defire of vindicating, or extenuating, the 
tyranny of that family, under the pretence that they found the 
Government defpotic, or nearly fo, on their taking pofleffion of 
the Throne of Great Britain. But notwithftanding ai] that he, 
gor others, may have advanced upon this fubject, there appears, 
ays Mr. Towers, to have been a confiderable degree of liberty 
in this country, from the earlieft times of which there are any 
notices in hiftory. Accordingly, our author enters into a dif- 
cuffion of the matter, and fhews the truth of his allegation, by 
various important quotations from Whitaker, T’yrrel, Lyttelton, 
Hurd, and other judicious and well informed writers, and by 
many pertinent remarks of his own. 

Mr. Hume’s principles and views, as is clearly proved in the 
work before us, led him grofsly to palliate the conduct and ad- 
miniftration of Edward the Second and Richard the Second. 
But when he comes down to a lower period, to the Hiftory of 
the Princes of the Houfe of Tudor, he is not equally chargeable 
with extenuating their tyranny. On the contrary, his repre- 
fentation of it is, in fome refpects, much exaggerated ; his de- 
fign having been, to make their conduct ferve as an apology for 
the Stuart family. As it was a favourite hypothefis with him 
that the Englifh monarchy was little better than defpotic at the 
acceflion of James the Firft, in order to fupport this, he has 
laboured to carry the ideas of his readers, refpe€ting the arbi- 
trary government of the Tudors, far beyond the truth. It 
cannot be denied, as Mr. Towers juftly acknowledges, that 
there were many flagrant ftretches of power under the Princes of 
the Houfe of Tudor. But it may be remarked, he adds, that 
feveral caufes prevented the people from making, at this period, 
a more vigorous oppofition to the encroachments of the Crown. 
Some cf thefe caufes he points out; though, perhaps, not with 
that fulnefs and diftinctnefs which a fubject fo curious might 
have admitted. Howeverarbitrary, on certain occafions, might 
be the behaviour of Henry the Eighth and his Minifters, our 
author evinces, by proper evidence, that the people thougkt 
they had rights and privileges, by the ancient conftitution of 
the kingdom, which the King ought not to violate. They con- 
fidered themfelves as having a right to judge of the propriety of 
granting fubfidies to the King, and were perfuaded that their 
property was not to be taken from them without their own con- 
fent. When Cardinal Wolfley, in the height of his power, 
went to the Houfe of Commons, in order to reafon with thofe 
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who oppofed granting the taxes required by the King, they re- 
fufed to reafon with him upon the fubject. Nay, it appears, 
from a fpeech made by Henry the Fighth in parliament, in the 
year 1545, that this arrogant Prince fometimes thought it ne- 
ceflary to cajole his fubjects, and even to affume an air of humi- 
lity, and to teftify his gratitude for the fupplies they afforded 


him. 
We thall lay before our readers part of what is advanced by 


Mr. Towers, concerning the ideas of parliamentary authority 
which prevailed in the time of Queen Elizabeth. 

‘In his account of the reign ot gueen Elizabeth, whofe difpofition 
and conduct were fufiiciently arbitrary, Mr. Hume fays, that ‘* the 
maxims of her reign were conformable to the principles of the times, 
and to the opinion which was generally entertained with regard tothe 
conftitution ;” ard at the fame time informs us, that the following 
was * the opinion which Elizabeth entertained of the cuty and au- 
thority of parliaments.”—‘* They were not to canvafs any matters 
of ftate : ftill lefs were they to meddle with the church. Quettions 
of either kind were far above their reach, and were appropriated to 
the prince alone, or to thofe councils and minifters with whom he 
was pleafed to intraft them. What then was the office of parlia- 
ments? They might give directions for the due tanning of leather, or 
milling of cloth; tor the preservation of pheasants and partridges ; for 
the reparation of bridges and highways; for the punifhment of va- 
gabonds or common beggars. Regulations concerning the police of 
the country came properly under their infpeétion ; and the Jaws of 
this kind which they prefcribed, had, if not a greater, yet a more 
durable authority, than thofe derived folely from the proclamations 
of the fovereign,” &c. But notwithftanding this extraordinary re- 
prefentation of Mr. Hume, it is certain, that even in that reign 
much jufler fentiments were entertained of the power and authority 
of Englifh parliaments. Of this we have the fulleft and mott un- 
queliionable evidence, in the writings of John Aylmer, Bithop of 


London in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and of Sir Thomas Smith, 
In a piece written by Aylmer, 


fecretary of ftate to thac princefs. 
and printed in 1559, is the following pafflage: ‘* The regiment of 


England is not a mere Monarchy, as fome, for lack of confideration, 
think ; nor a mere Oligarchy, nor Democracy; but a mixed rule of all 
thefe. Wherein each one of thefe have, or (hou!d have, like autho- 
rity. The image whereof, and not the image, but the thing indeed, 
1s to be feen in the parliament-houfe ; wherein you fhall find thefe 
three eflates, the king or queen, which reprefenteth the Monarchy ; 
the noblemen, which be the 4riffocragy; and the burgefles and 
knights, the Democracy. The very fame had Lacedemonia, the 
nobleit and beit governed city that ever was. They had their king, 
their fenate, and Aippagretes, which were for the people. As in 
Lacedemonia, none of thefe could make or break laws, orders for 
war or peace, or do any thing without the other; the king nothing 
without the fenate and commons, nor either of them, or both, with- 
out the king; albeit the fenate and ephori had greater authority than 
tae king had. In like manner, if the parliament ufe their privi- 
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leges, the king can ordain nothing without them: if he do, it is his 
fault in ufurping it, and their fo//y in permitting it. Wherefore, in 
my judgment, thofe that in king Henry’s days would not grant him, 
that proclamations fhould have the force of a ftatute, were good 
fathers of the country, and worthy commendation in defending their 
liberty.” 

. Sir Thomas Smith, in his treatife of the ‘* Common-wealth of 
England,” alfo expreffes himfelf thus concerning the power and bu- 
finefs of parliaments: ‘‘ The parliament abrogateth old laws, and 
maketh new; giveth order for things palt, and for things hereafter 
to be followed ; changeth right and poffeffions of private men, legi- 
timateth baftards, eftablifheth forms of religion, altereth weights 
and meafures, giveth form of fucceflion to the crown, defineth of 
doubtful right, whereof is no law already made; appointeth fubfi- 
dies, tailles, taxes, and impofitions; giveth moft free pardons and 
abfolutions, reftoreth in blood and name; as the higheft court, con- 
demncth or abfolveth them whom the prince will put to that trial. 
And, to be fhort, all that ever the people of Rome might do, either 
in Centuriatis Comitiis, or Tribunitiis, the fame may be done by the 
parliament of England.” Uhefe extracts are fufficient to prove the 
fallacy of Mr. i{ume’s reprefentations, notwithftanding the high no- 
tions which Elizabeth herfelf entertained of the prerogative. Bat 
our author fometines loves to make his readers ftare; and therefore 
he has taken pains, in another part of his account of the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, to point out thofe particulars in which the govern- 
ment of Fngland refembled that of Turkey. In this Mr. Hume dif- 
played the originality of his genius as an hiftoric writer; for cer- 
tainly no common author would have thought of comparing the con- 
ititution of the Englifh government, which has been fo long cele- 
bra:ed for its freedom, to one of the moft defpotic governments in 
the world.’ | 

Mr. Hume, in his Political Difcourfes, quotes a paffage from 
Sir Walter Raleigh, in which the King of England is fpoken 


of under the title of an ab/olute Monarch; in order to fhew, 
that men’s ideas of the Englifh government were then very dif- 
ferent from what they are at prefent. But, in anfwer to this, 
our ingenious Writer obferves, that when the phrafe ab/olute 
King was formerly fometimes applied to the King of England, 
it was evidently ufed in a different fenfe from that which we 
now affix to the words abfolute Prince. It was equivalent to the 
aflertion, that the Crown of England was imperial; by which 
nothing more was meant, than that the King of England was 
an independent Prince, and not under the controul of any fo- 
reign power, This interpretation is confirmed by the authority 
of Seldenand Tyrrel. 

Before Mr. Towers proceeds to the reigns of James the Firft 
and Charles the Firft, he makes fome ftriétures on Mr. Hume’s 
account of the reformation, and his character of its firft adhe- 
rents, the juflice and propriety of which ftriGtures will be ac- 
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knowledved by all who are true friends to the Proteftant caufe, 
and who believe that a zeal for religious truth, and the preferva- 
tion of religious integrity, are commendabie qualities. 

In Mr. Hume’s Hiftory of King Charles the Firft, our Author 
finds much fcope for obfervation. What he particularly en- 
larges upon, is the conduct of the earl of Strafford, which was, 
according to Mr. Hume, making allowance for human infirmi- 
ties, innocent, and even /audable. Mr. Towers, on the other 
hand, after reciting fome of the depofitions againft lord Strafford 


at his trial, fees reafon for introducing the following fpirited 
remarks: 

‘ Upon the whole, it is unqueftionably certain, that the condu‘t 
of Strafford was fo far from being either s#nocent or laudable, that it 
was in a very high degree criminal, and that he was a juft object of 
national indignation, and of public profecution. As lord prefident 
of the North, as lord lieutenant of Ireland, and as a privy-coun- 
fellor in England, he had laboured to trample on the rights of the 
people, and had been guilty of acts of great injultice and oppref- 
fion, That he defended himfelf with great eloquence and addrefs, 
and that he applied, with great art, to the paflions of his auditors, is 
very true; but all this proves nothing as to his general innocence of 
the charges that were brought againft him: and there is furely little 
reafon for the affertion of Mr. Hume, that ‘* though his death was 
loudly demanded as a fatisfaction to juitice, and an atonement for 
the many violations of the conftitution; it may fafely be afirmed, 
that the fentence, by which he fell, was an enormity greater than 
the worft of thofe which his implacable enemies profecuted with fo 
much cruel induftry.” 

‘ Whether all the proceedings againft Strafford, and his final fen- 
tence, were in every refpect ftrictly legal, I fhall not take upon me to 
determine. The law, perhaps, may not have made the fame provi- 
fion for bringing iniquitous minifters of flate to juftice, that it has for 
inferior criminals. Kut however this be, it is certain, that Strafford 
did not fall undefervedly ; and that there-is very little reafon for thofe 
pathetic lamentations that are thrown out upon this fubjeét by Mr. 
Hume. Jf Strafford had not been guilty of treafon again{t the per- 
fon of Charles, he had been guilty of treafon againft the rights of the 
people: and if this be a {pecies of treafon not yet to be found in our 
ftatute-books, it is high time that it fhould find a place there. Ofall 
public crimes, attempts to fubvert the rights of the people, and to 
overturn a free conftitution, are the greateft, and ought to be the 
moit feverely punifhed. The idea that the perfonal fecurity of the 
king is of more confequence, than the prefervation of the rights and 
privileges of a whole nation, can arife only from the moft contempt- 
ible fervility.’ 

Our Author goes on to recite, from the earl of Strafford’s 
letters and difpatches, feveral ftriking teftimonies of his perni- 
cious and defpotic views, from which it: may be concluded, 
that he was a moft dangerous and arbitrary Minifter ; that he 
violated himfelf every principle of a free conftitution ; that he 
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ave the worft advice to the King; and that he well deferved 
the fate he met with. It is fhewn, likewife, that the inclina- 
tions of archbifhop Laud agreed with thofe of Strafford; and 
that they were both equally difgufted with the reftraints of law. 

With regard to Mr. Hume’s account, in general, of the 
reign of King Charles the Firft, it may be confidered, Mr. 
Towers thinks, rather as a fpecious and artful apology for that 
Prince’s conduct, than a juft hiftory. ¢ In fome refpects, it is 
more partial than the celebrated hiftory of Lord Clarendon, 
though that nobleman was an avowed partizan of Charles. But 
this feems to have been neceflary, in order to enable Mr. Hume 
to fupport his favourite hypothefis, And with refpect to lord 
Clarendon, it appears to have been a fentiment never entertained 
by him, that the Government of England was little better than 
defpotic at the acceflion of the Houfe of Stuart. This was a 
difcovery for which we are indebted to the acutenefs of more 
modern write:s.’ 

In the latter end of the prefent Publication, our Author 
pleads, with a becoming fpirit, the caufe of fome of the moft 
celebrated Enylifh geniufles, fuch .as Spenfer, Shakefpeare, 
Bacon, Milton, Boyle, and Newton, whoie reputation Mr. 
Hume feems ftudious to leffien But for Mr. Towers’s obferva- 
tions on this head, and for many other remarks that are well 
deferving of notice, we muft refer our readers to the trad at 
Jength ;—which contains no fmal] degree of inftruétion and 
entertainment. 

It is an act of juftice to our fenfible Writer to mention, that 
he intermixes proper encomiums with his cenfures of Mr. 
Hume He acknowledges that his Hiflory of England may be 
read with confiderable advantage, if it be read with caution; 
that, independently of its merit as a compofition, much real in- 
formation, and many remarks, equally juft and acute, are to 
be found in it; and that it affords fundry paflages highly fa- 
vourable to the general interefts of liberty, and the common 
rights of mankind, But, at the fame time, Mr. Towers is 
obliged to come to thefe conclufions: “hat whatever commen- 
dation may be due to Mr. Hume as an ingenious, elegant, and 
polifhed writer, he is noc entitled to equal praife as an exaét, 
fauhful, and impartial hiftorian: That his Work is by na 
means a proper book to be put into the hands of Britifh youth, 
in order to vive them juft ideas of the Englifh conftitution: And 
that we mult ave recourfe to other fources cf information, if 
we would obtain an accurate knowledge of the Hiftory of Eng- 
Jand; if we would form right conceptions of the moft remark- 
able tranfactions and chara¢ters which occur ih the annals of this 
country, 
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That Mr. Towers is not fingular in thefe fentiments, wit! 
be apparent from the teftimony of an author of great ability and 
merit, and whole deep knowledge of the fubject cannot juftly be 
difputed. We mean Dr. Gilbert Stuart, who, in his View of 
Society in Europe (p. 327; 328.), has the following paflace ; 
with which we fhall conclude this Article. a 

‘© To give completenefs to the fpirit of my prefent volume, it is 
fufficient tor me to affert the antiquity of the commons, in oppofition 
to an opinion of their late rife, which a modern hittorian, of great 
reputation, has inculcated, with that hardinefs which he difplays im 
all his writings, but with little of that power of thought and of rea- 
foning which does honour to his philofophical works. . Mr. tlume, 
itruck with the talents of Dr. Brady, deceived by his ability, difpofed 
to pay adulation to government, or willing to pront by a fyitem, 
formed with art, and ready for adoption, has executed his hiltory 
upon the tenets of this writer. Yet, of Dr. Brady it ought to be re- 
membered, that he was the flave of a faction, and that he meanly 
proftituted an excellent underitanding, and aumirabdle quicknefs, to 
vindicate tyranny, and to deltroy the rights of his nation, With no 
lefs pertinacity, but with an air of greater candour, and with the 
marks of a more liberal mind, Mr. Hume has employed him{cif to 
the fame purpofes; and his hiftory, from its beginning to its concla- 
fion, is chiefly to be regarded as a plaufible dcfence of prerogative. 
As an elegant and a {pirited compofition, it merits every commenda- 
tion. But no friend to humanity, and to the freedom of this kings 
dom, will confider his conititucional inquiries, with their effect on his 
narrative, and compare them with the ancient and venerable monu- 
ments of our ftory, without feeling a lively furprife, anda Patriotic 
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Art. 1V. Lefons for Children from tavo to three Years old, 
Aet. V. Leffons for Children of three Years old. Liliputian 4to. 
6d. each. Johnion, 1778. 








HE firft of thefe diminutive volumes, is intreduced by 

| the following Advertifement : 
¢ This little Publication was made for a particular child, but 
the public is welcome to the ule of it. It was found, that amidft 
the multitude of books profeflecly written for children, there is 
not one adapted to the comprehenfion of a child from two to 
three years old. A grave remark, or a connected ftory, how- 
ever fimple, is above his capacity ; and nonfenfe is always below 
it; for folly is worfe than ignorance. Another great defect is, 
the want of good paper, a clear and large type, and large Jpaces. 
They only who have actually taught young children can be 
fenfible how neceflary thefe affiftances are. The eye of a 
child and of a learner cannot catch, as ours can, a {mall, 
obfcure, ill-formed word, amidft a number of others ail equal- 
Jy unknown to him, To fupply thefe deficiencies is 
the object of this book, The tafk is humble, but not mean; 


3 for 








26 Leffans for Children, &e. 


for to lay the firft ftone of a noble building, and te plant the 
firft idea in a human mind, can be no difhonour to any hand.’ 

It is pretty well known, tho’ the Author’s name does not ap- 
pear to the work, that the rifing generation are indebted to a lady 
of diftinguifhed merit and genius, for thefe elementary leflons : 
and all who duly confider the fhortnefs of life, and the variety 
and quantity of knowledge now become necefflary to thofe who 
would pafs through it honourably and ufefully, cannot fail to 
be fenfible of the importance of expending as little time as pof- 
fible in the acquifition of it; and efpecially of abridging that 
portion of time which is moft extravagantly wafted upon the 
knowledge of words. 

Wife men have always lamented this unhappy lofs,—and 
many laudable, though few fuccefsful, attempts have been made 
to remedy it. That enterprifing {pirit Comenius did much :— 
he gave a Nomenclator and View of the principal Things and Aétions 
in the Univerfe, in his Orbis fenfualium Pidius, ana arranged the 
fubjeéts methodically ;—by means of which book, in learning ‘a 
lancuage, a very extenfive knowledge of nature muft alfo una- 
voidably be acquired. This method was calculated to fave time, 
that precious ftuff of which life is made: and if the philofophy 
of this book was accommodated to the prefent improved ftate of 
knowledge, and diftinct plates were given, even well-exccuted 
wooden cuts, of the principal parts of the vifible world, its va- 
lue and utility would be greatly improved. 7 

The little volumes before us are written with tke fame laud- 

@ Jiable view, and are calculated to fave time; not only by fimple 
leffons confifting chiefly of familiar and fimple ideas, but by 
printing them in fo large a type as to enable children of two or 
thice years old, to fix their wandering eyes fteadily upon the 
feparate words, which it is {carcely poffible for them to do when 
letters are finall, and the books not well printed. 

When the Ieflons are judicioufly accommodated, like thefe, to 
the expericnce and capacity of children ; when the words chiefl 
ftand for vilible objects that furround the little fcholars in the 
nurfery, the parlour, the garden, &c.— they perceive words 
and founds have fome meaning ;—they underftand what they 
read ;—they find books tell pretty ftories concerning things of 
which they have fome knowledge; and their little fmiling faces 
and dimpled cheeks fhew their minds are delighted while they 
read. 

Thank you a thoufand times, fay the Mafters and Miffes, 
good Mrs. Barbauld, for making fuch pretty little books ;— 
pray go on and make us a great many more, and defire Mr. 
Johnfon to put fome pretty pictures into them. 

Opinions are much divided about the age at which children 
fhould be taught to read :—with fuch books as thefe before us, 
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we do not doubt but @ey may very properly begin at two or 
three years of age ;—with fuch books as are generally ufed for 
this purpofe, it sa hard and irkfome tafk, at five or fix ; be- 
caufe they have ideas to few of the words, and have no enter- 
tainment in reading. 

Senfible objects are the firft materials of fcience; and he who 
knows how to call many things by their proper names, has 
made no fimall progrefs in knowledge. —Much of this elementary 
knowledge may be acquired, even in infancy, without fatigue, 
and without abridgment of the neceflary play and exercife :— 
and we apprehend the difcredit that has been thrown upon early 
inftruction has been occafioned by the very abfurd method of 
ftuffing children’s heads with words that ftand for complex or 
abftraét ideas, before they acquire the fimple ideas, of which 

athers are compounded, and from the comparifon of which 
the abftract ideas are formed. As if a mafter of arithmetic fhould 
make his fcholars commit to memory the totals or refults of each 
operation, without either teaching them the nature of the f- 
gures, or how to go through the operations, by which the con- 
clufions were produced. 

A child who has properly learnt at fix years of age, what 
another only begins at that time to learn, will probably pre- 
ferve this advantage through life, and will have leifure to learn 
more before the bufinefs of the world puts a ftop to the progrefs 
of his ftudies, than the other can ever have leifure es. 
quire: but parents or inftruétors fhould always remember that 
words without ideas, are not learning, but lumber; refemblin 
certain troublefome weeds which we can turn to no ufe oa 
peed extirpate. 

ough we admire the fimplicity of the language : 
rally approve the fubjects, ine, and deletions in chef 
leffons, as calculated to entertain, to excite good difpofitions 
and occafionally to convey ufeful knowledge; yet we hon ob- 
ferved a few places in which the Author has not been fo cunebal 
as we think fhe ought to have been, in guarding againft e 
fions that to little chi te aa teen, 
o little children muft convey falfe ideas, or be mifun- 
derftood. We have one inftance in the followine paflage 

‘ There was a naughty boy, I do not know what his ‘nam 
was, but it was not Charles, nor George, nor Arthur, for th fe 
are all very pretty names: but there was a Robin came in at ie 
window, &c.’ This paflage conveys an opinion that th 7 
fome relation between a pretty na which 
page: pretty name and a good boy ;— which 
se Pri true, we hope Mrs. B. will corrcét it in the next 

The leffon in the 75th page of 
pcg aay Pr i te veuld have reo ed om 
if the fabulous licence of making infeéts, birds, and beatts 
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{peak had been avoided. In our dinion, a facred regard to 
fimple truth fhould always be obfef#ed when we fpeak to chil. 
dren, until they are able to underttand the nature of figurative 
language. How frequently do we hear children innocently afk, 
after reading fome fable, ** Is it true, mamma !”’—‘* No, my 
dear, bees and horfes, you know, cannot talk.”—Then what 
have the children learnt from fuch impoffible converfations ? 
not, perhaps, the moral intended by the fabulift, but this plain, 
fimple, obvious inference, that lies may fometimes be told ! 

We are equally fenfible of the importance and difficulty of 
this undertaking. We congratulate the Public that fo able a 
peifon has condefcended to engage in it;—-we have never be- 
fore feen any books fo proper for little children ; and we recom- 
mend them to parents, and to all who are engaged in teaching 


the firft elements of human knowledge. Benve 


Art. VI. 4 Hiftory of the late Revolution in Sweden: Containing an 
Account of the Tranfa€tions of the Three lait Diets in that Coun- 
try ; preceded by a fhort Abitract of the Swedifh Hiftory, fo far as 
was neceflary to lay open the true Caufes of that remarkable 
Event, By Charles Francis Sheridan, Efg. of Lincoln’s-Inn, and 
Secretary to the Britifh Envoy in Sweden at the Time of the late 
Revolution, svo. ¢8.in Boards, Dilly. 1778. 


WRITER whofe principal object is to relate the inci- 

dents, and trace the caufes of fome fingle great event, has 
in feveral refpects the advantage of the general hiftorian, who 
undertakes to write the hiftory of any country or period at large, 
The latter is under the neceflity of entering into many details, 
which. are of too little intrintic weight to intereft the Reader; 
and finds himfelf obliged, on account of the variety and extent 
of the facts to be related, to fatisfy himfelf with general obfer- 
vations and reflections, occafionally interwoven with nis narra- 
tive ; whereas the former is at liberty to felect only fuch previ- 
ous incidents in the general hiftory, as are moft irttrefting, and 
has leifure fully to unfold the great event of which he treats, in 
all its circumftances, and to inveftigate at large the caufes which 

ave rife to it, and relate the effects which it has produced. 

The judicious Author of this work has perceived the advan- 
tages attending his plan, and has availed himfelf of them in 
their full extent. ‘To prepare the way for the complete deve- 
lopement of the caufes which immediately operated to produce 
the late revolution in Sweden, ‘Mr. Sneridan takes a view of the 
former {tate of Sweden, general indeed, but not fuperficial. 
While he avoids thofe minute details which would have been 
unfuitable to his defign, he lays open, with great judgment and 
penetration, the internal fources of that diforder and confufion 
which reigned for feveral centuries among the Swedes, and of 


the frequent and fudden revojutions by whieh their early hiftory 
is 
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is diftinguifhed. At the clofe of his furvey of the hiftory of 
Sweden prior to the fixteenth century, he gives the following 
firiking view of the character and fituation of the country at 


agg en in at one view the whole ftate of Sweden during this pe- 


oil eive a nation, all the orders of which openly afpired 
pase Hee. ee who, by their fierce and intractable fpirit, were ren- 
dered almoft incapable of any political union ; who, from: a coniti- 
tution the great object of which was political liberty, derived none 
of the advantages, which alone can render fuch a conititation valua- 
ble, The fole end of potitical being the fecurity of civil liberty, the 
laws which give perfonal fafety to individuals, and protect private 
property, ought to be the fruits of a free government ; but thefe 
were unknown in Sweden. The monarchical, ariftocratical, and po- 
ular branches of the conftitution being ill adapted to each other, 
the limits of each undefined, and the rights of all unafcertained, that 
concurrence of the whole, neceflary to give effect to the refolutions 
of a part, could feldom or never be obtained; and confequently no 
provifions could be made for the interior order and tranquillity of 
fociety. . . 

‘ We find then kings ever violently grafping at a power, their ob- 
taining of which was as conftentiy, and with equal violence, oppofed 
by their fubje&ts, A rettlefs and turbulent nobility, too jealous of 
each other to fuffer the title and dignity of King to be laid afide; too. 
impatient of reftraint to render the kingly office, when retained, of 
any ufe. A clergy, wealthy and potent, who were perpetually either 
the abettors of tyranny, or promoters of feditions and infurre@tions, 
as jt fuited their interelt—A fierce and independent peafantry ; 
without union among themfelves, and difdaining all fubordination to 
fuperiors ; ob‘tinately bent to defend privileges and cuftoms which 
were incompatible with any regular government; and the burghers, 
the only order of men inclined to promote public tranquillity, few 
in number, and held in little eftimation. Such was, for the moft 
part, the flate of Sweden, before and at the commencement of the 
fixteenth century. With fo many fources of diforder and confufion, 
it cannot appear extraordinary, that the kingdom fhould have been 
the conftant feat of civil wars, and revolutions ; of anarchy or op- 
preflion.’ | 

Our Author marks, with a bold and mafterly hand, the pro- 
grefs and various appearances of defpotifm in the hiftory of the 
Swedes, from the time of Guftavus Vafa to that of Charles 
X11. and clearly explains the reafons of the weaknefs and un- 
fuccefsfulnefs of their ftruggles for liberty during that long 
period, 


In the next period Mr. Sheridan fuggefts a variety of internal 
caufes in the difpofitions and characters of the feveral orders of 
the Swedifh nation, which prevented them from regaining their 
ancient liberties, and eftablifhing a conftitution which fhould 
fecure them to their pofterity. He points out the defeéts of their 
new conftitution, and plainly fhews, that though it effe@tuall 
guarded againft defpotilin, and fecured to the feveral orders of 


the 
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the ftate the enjoyment of political power, it made very flender  ’ 
and ineffectual provifion for the civil rights and liberties of the 
people. 

The introduction and progrefs of foreign influence in Swe- 
den, and its effect on the political ftate of the country, our Au- 
thor next proceeds to defcribe. In a manner which at once difs 
covers, that he has had the moft authentic and accurate informa- 
tion refpecting facts, and that he has viewed and compared 
them with an attentive and judicious eye, he traces the opera- 
tion of French intrigue on the feveral orders of the ftate; the 
rife and growth of the parties which favoured or oppofed the 
meafures fuggelted by France, the former diftinguifhed by the 
denomination of Hats, the latter by that of Caps; the motives 
which at length induced England, Ruffia, and other foreign 
powers, to endeavour to check the influence of France in the 
court and ftate of Sweden; and lJaftly, the fhameful increafe of 
venality and corruption, which thefe foreign contefts, and par- 
ticularly the free circulation of French gold, introduced among 
people of all ranks. Inthe courfe of thefe refearches, he un- 
folds the views and defigns of the King and the Court of Swe- 
den, the intrigues of the foreign minifters, the diftin@ objects 
of the powers who employed them, and the different difpofitions 
of the feveral branches of the ftate ; with the particular view of 
enabling his Readers to fee into the true caufes of the great 
event which followed. 

Having thus fully prepared the way for the narrative of the 
revolution (which happened Aug. 19, 1772), he proceeds to 
relate the circumftances which immediately preceded and intro- 
duced it, and the incidents of that memorable event, in fo clear 
and circumftantial a manner, as to render the narrative in the 
higheft degree interefting. “Though the relation is too long te 
be copied at large, and too clofely connected with the preceding 
part of the hiftory to be read without great difadvantage as a de- 
tached extract ; we cannot deny ourfelves the pleafure of laying 
before our Readers the chief tranfactions of the day in which 
this great revolution took place, as they are related by Mr. 
Sheridan. 

© Thus circumftanced, his Swedifh majefiy, in the morning of the 
nineteenth of Auguit, determined to throw off the mafk, and feize by 
force upon that power which the itates had fo long abufed, or perith 


in the attempt, 

‘ As he was preparing to quit his apartment, fome agitation ap- 
eared in his countenance: but it did not feem to proceed from any 
apprehenfions for his own fate. Great as this prince’s ambition is, 
his humanity is not inferior to it. He dreaded leit the blood of fome 
of his fubjects might be fpilt in confequence of an enterprize, which 
he could not flatter himfelf to fucceed in without having recourfe to 

violence. | 
* His 
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¢ His whole condaét during that day, as well as after the revolution 
had taken place, juftifies this conje€ture, 

<A confiderable number of officers, as well as other perfons, 
known to be attached to the royal caufe, had been fummoned to at- 
tend his majelty on that morning. Before ten he was on horfeback, 
and vifited the regiment of artillery. As he paffed through the ftreets 
he was more than ufually courteous to all he met, bowing familiarly 
to the lowelt of the people. On the king’s return to his palace, the 
detachment which was to mount guard that day being drawn up to. 
gether with that which was to be relieved, his majelty retired with the 
officers into the guard-room. He then addreffed them with all that 
eloquence of which he is fo perfect a mafter; and after infinuating to 
them that his life was in danger, he expofed to them, in the ftrongeft 
colours, the wretched flate of the kingdom; the fhackles in which 
it was held by means of foreign gold; and the diffenfions and trou- 
bles arifing from the fame caufe, which had diftraéted the Diet during 
the courfe of fourteen months. He aflured them, that his only de- 
fign was to put an end to thefe diforders; to banifh corruption, re- 
{tore true liberty, and revive the ancient luitre of the Swedith name, 
which had been long tarnifhed by a venality as notorious as it was dif- 
graceful. Then affuring them in the ftrongeft terms, that he dif- 
claimed for ever all abfolute power, or what the Swedes call fove- 
reignty, he concluded with thefe words: ‘* I am obliged to defend 
my own liberty, and that of the kingdom, againft the ariftocracy 
which reigns. Will you be faithful to me as your forefathers were to 
Guftavus Vafa, and Guftavus Adolphus? I will then rifk my life for: 
your welfare, and that of my country.” 

‘ The officers, moft of them young men, of whofe attachment the 
king had been long fecure, who did not thoroughly, perhaps, fee 
into the nature of the requelt his majefly made them, and were al- 
lowed no time to reflect upon it, immediately confented to every 
thing, and took an oath of fidelity to him. 

* Three only refafed. One of thefe, Frederic Cederftrom, captaia. 
of a company of the guards, alleged he had already, and very lately, 
taken an oath to be faithful to the ftates, and confequently could noe 
take that which his majefty then exaited of him. The king, looking 
at him flernly, anfwered, ‘* Think of what you are doing.” ‘1 
do,” replied Cederitrom, ** and what I think to-day [ fhall think to- 
morrow ; and were I capable of breaking the oath by which I am 
already bound to the ftates, I fhould be likewife capable of breaking 
that your majefty now requefts me to take.” 

‘ The king then ordered Cederftrom to deliver up his fword, and: 
put him in arreft, ; 

* His majeity, however, apprehenfive of the impreffion which the: 
proper and refolute conduct of Cederftrom might make upon the: 
minds of the other officers, fhortly afterwards foftened his tone of 
voice, and again addrefling himfelf to Cederftrom, told him, that as 
a proof of the opinion he entertained of him, and the confidence he 
placed in him, he would return him his fword without infifting upon 
his taking the oath, and would only defire his attendance that day.’ 
Cederflrom continued firm ; he anfwered, that his majefty could place. 
no confidence in him that day, and that he begged to be excufed 
from the fervice, 
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« While the king was fhut up with the officers, fenator Ralling, to 
whom the command of the troopsin the town had been given two days 
before, came to the door of the guard-room, and was told that he 
could not be admitted, ‘The fenator infilted upon being prefent at 
the diftribution of the orders, and fent in to the king to defire it; 
but was anfwered, he mult goto the fenate, where his majefty would 
{peak to him. | 

‘ The officers then received theirorders from the king; the firft of 
whicis was, that the two regiments of guards and of artillery fhould 
be immeciately affembled, and that a detachment of thirty-fix gre- 
nadiers fhouid be potted at the door of the counctl chamber, to pre- 
vent any of the {enators from coming out. 

* But before thefe orders could be carried into execution, it was 
neceiiary that the king fhould take another ttep; a ttep upon which 
the whole fuccels of his enterprize was to depend. This was, to ad- 
drefs himfelf to the foldiers; men wholly unacquainted with his de- 
figns, and accultomed to pay obedience only to the orders of the fe- 
nate, whom they had been taught to hold in the highelt reverence. 

* As his majetty, followed by the officers, was advancing from the 
guard-room to the parade for this purpofe, fome of them more caus 
tious, or perhaps more timid than the reft, became, ona (hort reflec- 
tion, apprehenfive of the confequences of the meafure in which they 
were engaged : they began to exprefs their fears to the king, that 
unlefs fome perfons of greater weight and influence than themfelves 
were to take a part in the fame caufe, he could hardly hope to fuc- 
ceed in his enterprize. The king {topped a while, and appeared to 
hefitate—The fate of the revolution hung upon that moment, A fers 


jeant of the guards overheard their difcourte, aod cried aloud—** It 


fhall fucceed—long live Guitavus!” His majetty immediately faid, 
** Then I will venture”—and ftepping forward to the foldiers, he ad- 
drefled them in terms nearly fimilar to thofe he had made ufe of to 
the officers, and with the fame fuccefs, they anfwered him with 
loud acclamations; one voice only faid, no; but ic was not attend- 
ed to. 

‘In the mean time, fome of the king’s emiffaries had fpread a re- 
port about the town, that the king was arreited. ‘This drew the po- 
pulace to the palace in great numbers, where they arrived as his ma- 
jefty had concluded his harangue to the guards, They tefiified, by 
reiterated fhouts, their joy at feeing him fafe ; a joy which promiled 
the happieit conclufion to the bufinefs of the day. 

‘The fenators were now immediately fecured. They had from 
the windows of the council-chamber beheld what was going forward 
on the parade before the palace; and at a lofs to know the meaning 
of the fhouts they heard, were coming down to enquire into the 
caufe of them, when thirty grenadiers with their bayonets fixed in- 
formed them, it was his majetty’s pleafure they thould continue where 
they were. They began to talk in a high tone, but were anfwered 
only by having the door fhut and locked upon them. 

¢ The moment the fecret committee heard that the fenate was ar- 
refted, they feparated of themfelves, each individual providing for 
his own fafety. The king then mounting his horfe, followed by his 
officers with their {words drawn, a large body of foldiers, and num- 
bers of the populace, went to the other quarters of the town where 
the 
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the foldiers he had ordered to be afiembled were pofted. He found 
them all equally willing to fupport his caufe, and take an oath of 
fidelity to him. As he pafled through the ftreets, he declared to the 
people, that he only meant to defend them, and fave his country 
and that if they would not confide in him, he would lay down his 
{ceptre, and furrender up his kingdom, So much was the king be- 
loved, that the people (fome of whom even fell down upon their 
knees) with tears in their eyes implored his majefly not to abandon 
them. 

‘ The king proceeded in his courfe, and in lefs than an hour made 
himfelf matter of a!l the military force in Stockholm. 

‘ Powder and ball were di‘tribured to the foldiers ; feveral pieces 
of cannon were drawn from the arfenal, and planted at the palace, 
the bridges, and other parts of the town, but particularly at all the 
avenues leading to it. Soldiers ftood over thefe with matches ready 
lighted ; all communication with the country was cut off, no one 
without a pafiport from the king being allowed to leave the city. 

‘ A paper, entitled the king’s declaration to his faithful fubjedts, 
was then fluck up in every ftreet; which was to the following pur- 
pofe: ‘* that his majeity thereby exhorted all his faichful fubjetts, 
and the inhabitants of this capital city, to remain quiet and refpect- 
ful fpectators of the fteps and meafures which mutt be taken for the 
prefervation of the public fecurity, the independency of the king- 
dom, and its true liberty; fince his majefty has been obliged to 
make ufe of the power that ftill remained to him, to free himfelf 
and the kingdom trom the ariftocratic government which had now an 
intention more than ever to opprefs all his faithful fubjeéts. 

‘* His majefty orders alfo, gracioufly and earneftly, his faithful 
fubjeéts and the inhabitants of this city, to remain in their houfes, 
and to keep their doors fhut, to prevent diforders; being affured that 
any one high or low, who thould oppofe his lawfully crowned king, 
or fhould tranfgrefs his oath or duty asa fubject, will be punifhed ine 
ftanthy, Or according to the circumftances; therefore nobody is to 
obey «ny other orders than thofe which will be given by his majefty, 
7 pain of fuch confequences as would follow upon their difloy- 
Sy.” «ss 

‘ The Hat party, in the fatisfaction they felt at the downfal of the 
Caps, feemed to forget, that what had overthrown their antagonilts 
had at the fame time dettroyed the conftitution, They beheld with a 
foolifh exultation, power fnatched from the hands of their rivals, 
without reflecting that they would themfelves be no gainers by the 
event, but that the king alone was to reap the advantage of it. 

_ * The Caps too diitruiting each other, the major part of them be- 
ing ignorant of the full extent of the king’s defigns, as well.as how 
far the whole Hat party might have entered into them, obeyed with- 
out murmuring, his majefiy’s orders. Many of them, indeed, ap- 
peared folicitous to vie with the Hats in paying their court to the 
king, and exprefling their fatisfaftion at what had happened; and 
they feemed, for the moft part, lefs concerned at having loft their |1- 
berty, than anxious to obtain in lieu of it a portion of the royal fa- 
vour. The lower rank of people, who were too infignificant to be of 
any party, rejoiced at the deftruction of a government in which they 
Rev. July 1773, | D had 
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had no fhare, and from which they derived no advantages. They 
beheld with the highett fatisfaction the power of an arillocracy, from 
which they had experienced only infolence and oppreffion, transfer- 
red into the hands of a monarch, who was already mafler of their 
affections. 

‘Thus, without a drop of blood being fpilt, a blow ftruck, or 
even the flizhte(t appearance of tumult or diforder, the inhabitants 


r 





of Stockho!m furrendered that conftitution, which their forefathers | OF 
-had bequeathed to them, after the death of Charles the XIlth, as a hi 
bulwark acainft the future defpotifm of their future monarchs.’ 

Through the courfe of this narrative, the hiftorian reprefents | A 
the king of Sweden as mafter of every art and addrefs, which or 
could enable him to amule his people with ideas of his patriotic Y 
and difinterefted views in adopting thete extraordinary meafures; | hi 
but notwithftanding, he appears to think him fincere in his pro- pt 
feffions, and upon that fuppofition clofes the work with an wW 
apology for his conduct. Some acts of tyranny, however, _ t¢ 
which have fince taken place in the Swedifh government, par- t! 
ticularly refpecting the liberty of the prefs and the freedom of nr 
trade (for which we have the authority of a narrative of this 
event, written by a native of Sweden), oblige us to admit v 
tome doubts concerning the fecret motives which governed the | tl 
king in this affair. c 

We mutt not take our leave of this mafterly performance, t 
without remarking, that, though the work may want fome of C 
the embellifhments fo fafhionable among modern hiftorians, it c 
is written in a natural, manly, and nervous ftyle; and dilco- I 
vers the Author to be pofieiled of that acutenefs of penetra- k 
tion which is the firft excellence of an hiftorian, as diftin- t 
guifhed from a mere annalift. ' , f 

_ t 


Art. VIL. An Inquiry into the Condud of Lord Pigot, from his Arrival 
at Fort St. George, to bis Expedition to Tanjore. With Obfervations ] 
on the Defence of Lord Pigot; and on the Reftoration of the King 
] 


of Tanjore, confidered. 4to. 217 Pages, Nedeowfelens diane. 

ROM the Preface to the prefent Inquiry, we learn the 

following circumftances relative to this publication, vz. 
‘it may not be improper to apprife the Reader, that the fol- t 
Jowing fheets were printed off before the accounts of Lord Pi- 
got’s death arrived in England. ‘The Author, fenfible of the : 
re{fpect that is due to fentimental prejudices, wifhed to avoid : 
the imputation of di/furbing the afhes of the Dead, as far as he 
pofibly could venture to indulge that wifh, confiftent with the 
re{pect and juftice which is due to the Living ;—and it is, there- 
fore, that he has fupprefled many pages which otherwife weuld 
have fupplicd the chafm, if any fhould appear, near the con- 
clution of this treatife. | 
* [t thould be obferved, that the following inveftigation, and 
the obfervations which fucceed, do not in the leaft affe@ the re- 


putation 
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putation of Lord Pigot prior to his adopting, from fuppofed in- 
ducements of felf-intereft, the impolitic arid ruinous meafure of 
depriving the Nabeb of Arcot of the Tanjore country. . His for- 
mer ufeful and {pirited government at Madrafs, and his general 
conduct in the private and domeftic relations of life, had juftly 
acquired him a character of fome eclat; but this cannot, in the 
order of things, atone for the violent ahd defpotic meafures of 
his late adminiftration. | 

‘Whatever might be the virtues of Lord Pigot, which the 
Author feeks not to depreciate, it cannot be denied, that an in- 
ordinate love of wealth and power was his ruling infirmity.— 
Yet, if there be any partizan of his Lordfhip,; who, abufing 
his confidence, and taking advantage of the warmth of his tem- 
per, inftigated or encouraged thofe unconftitutional meafures, 
which indifpenfably occafioned his fufpenfion, it were devoutly 
to be wifhed, that the public cenfure and indignation due to 
thofe meafures, inftead of branding his Lordfhip’s memory, 
might be transferred to his evil advifer.’ 

In our Review for January laft, the mind was biaffed in fa- 
vour of Lord Pigot, from what was then deduced on that fide 
the queftion. We are now called off from that favourable in- 
clination to his Lordfhip, and our judgment is again warped into 
the oppofite direction, by a new advocate for Mefirs. Stratton and 
Co. If thefe Britifh Nabobs, Rajahs, Phous-dars, or any 
other title of reproach by which their different degrees of wealth 
may difcriminate them, had lefs money, we fhould be lefs 
plagued with their feveral retainers, who from friendthip or in- 
terelt are labouring, like the Theban hero, to remove the im- 
menfe quantity of offenfive matter, which appears to have foiled 
the reputation of all, 

We can here obferve, without the leaft implication of partia- 
lity; that either Lord Pigot or the majority of the Council muft 
have been moft fhamefully wrong; and yet, from the number of 
publications in defence of each party, it is difficult to fay which 
has been the wort. 

The opinion of fricndfhip, faétion, or avarice, ought never 
to be confidered as the arditria /plendida in any difputed cafe 
whatever. And the Author before us, who is not wanting ei- 
ther in good fenfe or candour, guards us againft placing too 
much confidence in what is urged by either. ‘* People who are 
attached to either fide by the ties of blood, of friendfhip, of 
faction, or by the ftronger bands of felf-intereft, attend but very 
little to any arguments which make againft their own party ; and 
their attachments are always too firm to yield even to the ftrong- 
eft efforts of truth and reafon.’ 

That Lord Pigot had talents, and flexibility of temper to exe- 
Cute any {cheme, however embarrafled by difficulties which 
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honour or confcience might by chance throw in the way, ap- 
pears from the defcription which our Author has given of this 
Afiatic Proteus. ‘Finding that, notwithftanding his re- 
prefentations of the pofitive and irrevocable orders of the Com- 
pany, the Nabob was not difpofed to a voluntary refignation of 
his rights to the Tanjore country, Lord Pigot brought other 
arts in aid: he had fift recourfe to entreaty ; and it ts faid, fo 
carne(t was he to obtain his point, that he very frequently wept, 
and conjured the Nabob by his tears, no longer to with-hold his 
confent. When he found intreaty fruitlefs, he had recourfe to 
menace ; and, at times, gave himfelf up to the moft violent pa- 
roxyfms of rage, threatening to put his orders inftantly into exe- 
cution by force, and nat only todeprive the Nabob of Tanjore, 





but of all effectual authority in the Carnatic, and reduce him to 


the ftate of 2 mere Dubafh. He reprefented himfelf as poflefled 


of abfolute power in his government; as appointed in defpite of © 


the King and Adminiftration; he even boafted to the Nabob, 
that he was the caufe of the orders to reitore the country to the 
Rajah,—was fele€ted out to execute them ; and that he was de- 
termined to do it at all events.—When neither menace or in- 
treaty could prevail, he had recourfe to promifes; he engaged 
to fecure the fucceffion to the Carnatic for one fon, to give the 
Northern Circars to another, and the dominions of Hyder Ally 
toathird: The alternative of his friendfhip or enmity was held 
out in every light that could raife the Nabob’s hopes, or give 
the alarm to his fears: his fons, his mtnifters, his confidents 
were continually befet ;—and almoft every individual of his fae 
mily, and dependent in his court, biaffed by expectation or 
dread, at length endeavoured to perfuade the Nabob to fubmit. 
When his Lordfhip refolved to try the effe& of the Nabob’s 
fears, particular attention was paid to his eldeft fon, whom the 
orders of the Company had in a manner pointed out as his fuc- 
ceflor. It is needlefs to expiain the apprehenfions this muft cre- 
ate in the Nabob for his perfonal fafcty ; for it is well known, 
that in Indoftan, to point out and countenance a fucceffor to a 
reigning Prince, is to put a poniard into the hand of that fuc- 
cellor, and of every Court dependant, ready to ftrike at the 
Prince on the throne.’ 

Lord Pigot was exceedingly difpleafed, that the Nabob fhould 
prefume to have. fenfibility ! and when the unhappy Prince took 
the liberty to explain his feelings, his Lordfhip emphatically de- 
clared, * The Nabob has ftuck a knife in my back; I will ne- 


ver forgive him, nor ever fee him again on friendly terms.’ How | 


mult every: generous mind revolt at fuch infolence of behaviour ! 
and to a fellow-mortal fo {uperlatively above him in rank, under- 


ftanding, and every moral excellence! who only wanted a lit- , 


tle of Luropean refinement to be fuperior to him even in au- 
thority ! 
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thority ! However, the fword was in the hand of Lord Pigot, 
and it was prudent, at that time, to quiet the ftorm which his 
Lordfhip was railing: it was therefore fetticd, that the Prince 
fhould condefcend to pay the firft vifit to the Prefident : it is hu- 
miliating, but Princes muft fubmit to the Merchants who have 
opened the new and profitable trade of depoling, murdering, and 
manufacturing of princes. ‘Tvhe important vilit was made, and 
returned; and Lord Pigot, in order to Jeflen the Nabob’s dig- 
nity by making him as mean an hypocrite as bis Lordfhip, 
wrote the following letter, directed to himfelf, for the Nabob to 
fign. The original, in Lord Pigot’s hand-writing, is now in 
the pofleffion of the Nabob. 

“¢ I am happy at my friend’s return. I forgive you for every 
thing you have done. The man who is faithful to his matter 
will ever be fo with his friend. Now you have finifhed the 
Company’s bufinefs, I hope you will not forget mine. —1 wil! lay 
before you the whole ftate of my affairs, andi defire your affift- 
ance to fettle them to the fatisfaction of the Company.—7th 
May, ---76.” 

Notwithftanding the Carnatic was in as bad a ftate of credit 
as England is at prefeat, the Nabob would not fubfcribe to the 
independency of “Lanjore, by figning that letter. 

It appears from what this induftrious Inquirer has ftated, that 
the Directors have been deceived into opinions and refolutions, 
by fallacious reports from their fervants in India to obtain a 


‘Yanétion to their predatory meafures; which he endeavours to 


prove by the unconftitutional mode of making Lord Pigot an 
evidence againft himfelf; tor his Lordthip, in an explanatory let- 
ter, fays, © Phat no dependence can be had on the Nabob for 
refources’—a very irrefiftible motive for deferting the intereft of 
his ofd friend, who had in more opulent times raifed his Lord- 
fhip to eminence, wealth, and from that wealth to titulary ho- 
nour.—And again, our Author introduces his Lordfhip to ex- 
plain why he appeared fo impatient to feize upon Tanjore; for 
* the fate of the crops in that country did not admit of any far- 
ther delay.’ ' 

From the Direétors’ inftructions to their fervants, we have fe 
lected two articles, that the Reader may fatisty himfelf, from 
whence arifes that confufion, fo frequently reprobated, in the 
councils of the Eaft: 

‘ That every queftion carried by a majority fhall be deemed an 
act of the Prefident and Council.’ 

‘That no Company’s fervant, or officer, civil or military, 
fhall obey any order or command of the niajority of the Mem 
bers of Council, unlefs fuch order fhall have been iffued in the 
name of the Prefident and Council, and counteifigned by the 
secretary.’ | 
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Our Inquirer endeavours to explain the meaning of the laf) 
inftru€tion, in favour of his friends the Majority in Council; |! 
© The laft injunction, That no order of the Majority of the 
Council fhall be obeyed, unlefs iffued in the name of the Prefi. : 
dent and Council, gives a conftructive power to the Majority to 
iffue, in that manner, any order carried by them, without the 
concyrrence of the Prefident ;—for if this regulation did not 
admit of fuch a conftruétion, it might at any time be rendered 
fubverfive of all the other orders ; as any future Governor, un- 
der the corrupt influence of his own avaricious views, Of more 
dire‘? corruption, or even of temporary infanitv, might, in 
fuch cafe, prevent any refolution voted by a Majority from 
being carried into execution, deftroy the conftitution, and ruin 
the Company’s affairs.’ | | 

How far this conftru€tion will weigh with the judicious and | 
candid Readers of this /nguiry, we leave thofe Readers them- 
felves to determine; and fhall only obferve, by way of conclu- 
fion to the prefent Article, that, upon the whole, we think 
that Mr. Stratton and his friends are much obliged to this Wri- 
ter for his ab'e defence of their meafures; and that thofe who 
are interefted in the fame caufe wi!l receive pleafure from the { 
perufal of his book. Tothe Public in general the work will, 
likewife, come with additional credit, from the confideration, 
that it is not only well written, but well fupported by authenti¢ 
public papers and documents of incontcftible mes 





Art. VIII. Travels into Dalmatia ; Containing general Obfervations 
on the Natural Hiitory of that Country, and the neighbouring 
Iflands, &c, In a Series of Letters from Abbé Alberto Fortis, te 
the Earl of Bute, the Bifhop of Londonderry, John Strange, Efq; | 
&e. Tranflaicd from the Italian, &c. with an Appendix, and 
other coniiderable Additions, never before printed. IJluftrated 
w:th twenty Copper-plates. 4to. 11.18. Boards. Robfon. 1778. 


H E obfervations contained in this work, and which were 

made during the Author's /ate * excurfions into different 
parts of Dalmatia, are of various kinds; but are principally 
fuch as might be expected from a.careful, and, in general, a 
judicious obferver, who with the moft eager philofophical cue 
riolity examines with a minute attention, every interefting 
fubject of natural hiftory that occurs in the courfe of his peregri- 
nation :—more particularly foffils of marine origin, the various 
marbles or other ftones, fands, petrifaétions, and other mineral 
fubftances, that * compofe,’ or are found in, the different iflands 
and fhores which he vilited ; as wel] as their vegetable and ani- 


* None of the Letters are dated ; but from fome of them we colle& 
that the Author made the obfervations contained in them principally 
about the years 1774 and 1776. 
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| laf | wal productions ; and the remarkable hills, rivers, Jakes, &c. 
il: ; that were obferved in his route. Nor does our traveller neglect 
the to give an account of the fituation, commerce, &c. of the dit 
refi. ferent cities, towns, and villages which he vilited ; the police, 
y to manners, and cuftoms of the inhabitants; together with the 


the various Roman or other antiquities which he met with ; and 
which had not already been noticed by the few travellers who 


ie have vifited this part of Eutope. such mifcellaneous matter 
un- likewife of a philological and hiftorical kind, as well as learned 
nore difcuffions relative to the ftructure of our globe, the great revo- 
, in’ Jutions it has undergone, the formation of mountains, &c. are 
rom almoft every where interfperfed. In fhort, the Author has the me- 
‘uin ritof defcribing a country very imperfectly known by its neareft 


neighbours, and even governors ; and of adding many curious 
and f particulars concerning it to thofe which had before been com- 
municated to the world by Spon, Wheeler, and Donati. in the 


"4 courfe of his travels and refearches he appears to have been ace 
ink companied and affifted by our countryman, the prefent bifhop of 
fot, Londonderry. 
rho In the firft Letter, which is addreffed to the ear] of Bute, 
the } under whofe aufpices it appears that this work was undertaken, 
ill, the Author relates the obtervations which he made on the foffil 
yn, and other productions of the diftrict of Zara; and on the city 
tie of that name, called ‘fadera by the Romans, and which was 
formerly the capital of Liburnia, but is become, fince the fall 
2H of the Roman empire, the capital of a {till more extenfive pro- 
ons vince. Time, which has fcarcely left any traces of the greateft 
ing part of the Lidurnian cities, has neverthelefs, it feems, fpared 
te this, which actually enjoys all the {plendor that a provincial city 
(qs can well expect ; aud feems rather to have gained, than loft, by 
nd the courfe of ages. ‘The inhabitants of Zara, we are told, are 
" as Civilized as any of thofe in the cities of Italy ; and in every 
age it has produced men diftinguifhed for learning Among 
re thefe the Author particularly mentions Federico Grifogono, who, 
nt fo long ago as about the middle of the fixteenth ceniury, * pub- 
ly lifhed a Difcourfe on the caufles of the flux and reflux of the fea, 
a which he attributed to the pre/fion of the fun and moon.’ 
us This city, as well as various parts of the coaft of the Adriatic 
1g vilited by the Author, exhibit daily proofs, according to him, 
1- that the level of the fea gradually rifes, and that this rife is not 
US merely local, or partial. Old pavements of ftreets, as well as 
al many noble fabrics, have been difcovered very lately, in clean- 
Is ing and deepening a part of the harbour of Zara: and the {ea 
" conftantly encroaches on this coaft, notwith{tanding the partial 
a and unavoidable increafe of the land, effected by the great quan- 
ly tities of mud and fand brought down by the rivers, and depo- 


fited at their mouths. The Abbé accordingly rejects the fyttem 
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of thofe who have afcribed the apparent rife of the waters to the 
f{uppofed fubfidence of the fhore. 

The fecond Letter, addrefled to J Morofini, a noble Vene- 
tian, is who!ly devoted to a defcription of the manners and 
cuftoms of the Morlacchi, or Morlacchians, who inhabit the 
inland parts of the province of Dalmatia; of whom, the Abbé 

obferves, Donati has unjuftly given rather an unfavourable 
character: efpecially when he affirms that © fear of the barbarity 
of the people, and the danger of making refearches,” hindered 
Spon and Wheeler from proceeding into midland Dalmatia. 
Thefe two travellers, the Author ob/erves, were bound to the 
Levant, and emba:ked in a Venetian fhip of war; confequently 
when they landed at any port, they were not at liberty to make 
any diftant excurfions into the country. “The Abbe acknow- 
ledges however that the inhabitants of the fea-coait reprefent 
thefe people as ferocious and inhuman; and relate many in- 
ftances of their violence. ‘To thefe relations the Author does 
not refufe credit ; -but he afcribes the excefies complained of, to 
a few corrupt individuals only, and particularly to the troops 
difbanded after the late wars with the Turks; and denies that 
they are characteriftic of the natives in general; by whom he 
was every where well received, and treated with the ercareft hu- 
manity and hofpitality, while he travelled through and exainined 
their country, with perfect eafe and fecurity. 

For the encouragement of future travellers, who may be in- 
clined to explore this country, we inall add the Author’s de- 
clarations that the manners of the Morlacchians, who live at a 
diftance from the fea-coaft and the garrifons, ¢ are generally 
very different from ours :’ that * the — truth and honefty 
of thefe poor people, not only in contract y but i in all the ordinary 
a¢tions of their lives, would be called Ge plicity and weaknefs 
among us:’ that indeed ey are become pole more difident 
than formerly ; on account of the advantage which the italians, 
who trade in Dalmatia, have too often taken of their integrity : 
* infomuch, that the want of probity, which they have fo often 
experienced, in dealing with the Italians,’ and even the littoral 
inhabitants themielves, © is pafled into a proverb among them :° 
that ¢ their hofpitality is equally confpicuous among the. poor, as 
among the more opulent:’ that § the rich prepares a roafted lamb 
or fheep ; and the poor, with equal cordiality, gives his turkey, 
milk, honey, or whatever elfe he has. Nor is their gencrofity 
confined to ftrangers, but generally extends itfelf to all who are 
in want,’ 

Among thefe people, friendfhip between two perfons is efta- 
blifhed by a religious ceremony ; the parties tie the facred bond 
at the foot of the altar, Nay, the Sclavonian ritual contains a 
particular benediction for the folemn union of two male or two 

female 
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female friends, in the prefence of the congregation. ¢£ I was 
prefent,’ fays the Author, * atthe union of two young women, 
who were made Pojfeffre (or half-fifters) in the church of Pe- 
ruffich. The fatisfaction that fparkled in their eyes, when the 
ceremony was performed, gave a convincing proof that delicacy 
of fentiments can lodge in minds not formed, or rather not cor- 
rupted by fociety, which we cal] civilized. The male friends 
thus united are called Podbratimi, (or half-brothers.)—The du- 
ties of the Pobratimi are, to affift each other in every cafe of 
need or danger, to revenge mutual wrongs, &c. ‘The enthu- 
fiafm is often carried fo far as to rifk, and even to Jofe their life 
for the Pobratimi ; although thefe favage friends are not celebrated 
like a Pylades. If difcord happens to arife between two friends, 
it is talked of all over the country as a fcandalous novelty ; and 
there have been fome examples of ‘it of -late years, to the great 
affiction of the old Moriacchians; who attribute the deprava- 
tion of their countrymen to their intercourie with the Italians.’ 
On the other hand, though a Morlacchian is benevolent, 
and hofpitable, and full of gratitude for the fmalleft benefit ; he 
is implacable if injured or infulted. With him, revenge and 
juflice have exactly the fame meaning. A quarrel defcends by 
inheritance from father to fon; and * the mother fails not to put 
her children in mind of their duty, to revenge their father, if he 
has had the misfortune to be killed, and to fhew them often the 
bloody fhirt and arms of the dead. And fo deeply is revenge 
rooted in the minds of this nation, that all the miffionaries in 
the world would not be able to eradicate it.’ 
Innocence, and the natural liberty of the paftoral ages, or at 
Jeaft many traces of them, are ftill preferved among the Mor- 


Jacchians, in thofe parts of the country which are mo!t ciftant 
from the Venetian fettlements.—* A handfome young Morlack 
girl, who meets a man of her diftrict on the roa), kific, him 


affectionately, without the leaft malice, or immodett thought ; 
and I have feen all the women and girls, all the young men aud 
old, kiffing one another as they came into the church-yard ona 
holiday ; fo that they looked as if they had been all beionging to 
one family, I have often obferved the fame thing on the road, 
and at the fairs in the maritime towns, where the Morlacchi 
came to fell their commodities. In times of feafting and mer- 
riment, befides the kifs, fome other /itt/e liberties are taken with 
the hands, which we would not reckon decent, but are not 
minded among them; and when they are told of it, they anfwer, 
It is only toying and means nothing.’ ‘Thefe fame diitle liberties 
taken with the hands, thus particularly noticed by the Abbé, 
we violently fufpeét to have fome affinity to the downright ma= 
nual courthhip of the Kamtchadales; which we defcribed as de- 
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cently as we could, in our 41ft volume, December 1771, 
page 44I. 

Speaking of the medical art among the Morlacchians, the 
guthor betrays prejudices highly unbecoming a philofopher, and 
a man of fenfe. In inflammatory fevers, and in all other cafes 
of the hike nature, he tells us that ¢ they do not apply to the phy- 
fician, becaufe, happily for them, there is none of that profeflion 
among them, but cure theméelves, after their own way. A 
large draught of a fpirttuous liquor, which they call Kaka, is 
commonly their firft medicinal potion; and if that does not 
effetuate the cure, they repeat the dofe, together with a large 
infufion of pepper, or gunpowder. After this, they cover them- 
felyes up, iu winter; or lie down in the hotteft rays of the fun, 
it in fummer, to fweat the illnefs, as they exprefs it ’—Surcly, 
Mr. Abbé, thefe good people could not well fare worfe, in an 
inflammatory fever, even under the treatment of a phyfician !— 
Here are a few more fele& and edifying inftances of the ap- 
plauded practice of thefe felf-taught fages. 

¢ Their cure for agues is more methodical. The firft and 
fecond day, they take a glafs of wine, in which as much pepper 
as they can taxe up between their finger and thumb, has been 
infufed for feveral hours; and the third and fourth day the dofe 
is doubled ; and I have a&tually feen more than one Morlacco 
perfectly cured by this ftrange febrifuge.’—Again, © their re- 
medy for obitruQions is to Jay a large flat ftone on the fick per- 
fon’s belly : ————*_ but the laft remedy of all,’—[we are not 
told for what complaint|‘—which is only taken in defperate 
cafes, is /ugar, when they can find any; and they put it into 
the mouths of dying perfons, to make them pafs into the other 
world with lefs bitternefs ’ 

Further, § The AZsrlacchi,’ fays the Author, © are very dex- 
terous in fetting diflocated or broken bones, without having ftu- 
died ofteology like our furgeons, who, notwithftanding, lame 
us frequently, by the rules of art.—They perform phlebotomy 
with an inttrument like that ufed for horfes ; and yet there is na 
example of any bad accident happening by that coarfe operation.’— 
We need not point out the impropriety of the Autnor’s eulogium 
of the fuperior, and indeed intuitive, fkill of the Morlacchians, 
in fetting bones without any knowledge of their articulations : 
or of his iatimuating that our furgeons, minutely acquainted 
with the couries of the arteries, and the fituation of the ten- 
dons, and povided with an excellent inftrument, fhould be 
more likely to lame their patients than a b4nd Morlacchian, 
with a fleam in his hands, 

The apothecary too comes in for his fhare of the Abbé’s un- 
accountable ill humour againft the faculty. Speaking of the 

Oo town 





Travels into Dalmatia. 43 


town of Ofero, he tells us that it © at prefent contains only 250 
inhabitants ; fo that the apothecary there is alfo the advocate ; 
and the phyfician follows the plough. We were much pleafed 
with the dogtor, who, by cultivating a barren field, was endea- 
youring to make amends for the mifchicfs his medicines may 
have done; but we thought that the apothecary might have 
been fatisfied with oze hurtful profeffien.’—Lut this perhaps may 
be intended only for wit. 

The two following letters contain the obfervations made by 
the Author on the river Kerka, the Vitius of the ancients, the 
ruins of Burnum, the cities of Scardona and Sidenico, the men 
of ietters who have flourifhed at the laft of theie places, and 
particularly on the fingular cuftom which is {till kept up, of 
eleting annually a Arng of Sibenico, who is a common peafant, 
and whofe reign continues fifteen days During the period of 
his mock and brief authority, the keys of the city gates are 
brought to him every night ; ¢ he is judge of the actions of thofe 
who compofe his ephemeral court ;’—*‘ he has a good houfe 
afioned for his lodging; walks through the city, cloathed in 
fcarlet, according to the fathion of the country, and attended 
by many officers. The Governor entertains him at dinner, as 
well as the bifhop; and whoever meets him in the ftreets bows 
to him.’ Noaccount is here given of the origin of this fingular 
inftitution. 

In the fucceeding letter, addrefled to the Swedifh Naturalift, 
Mr. Ferber, the Author gives the remarks he made in the ter- 
ritory of Jrau. With retpect to his mineralogical obiervations, 
we fhajl only mention his declaration that * he has many times 
found flint {tones in the act, as it were, of pafling from the cal- 
careous to the filiceous itate; and particularly has often met 
with them involved in volcanic matter. 1 have even gone fo 
far as to difpofe in feries the various degrees of this paflage, and 
have had the pleafure of fhewing it to many of our learned 
friends,’ 

The Author in this letter defcribes and gives a drawing of a 
fofil curiofity, or of the remaikable hill of marble in the ifland 
of Bua; which, with the earth near it, contains Numifmales, 
Cornua Ammonis, and other fubmarine productions; and from 
the fitlures of which, efpeciaily when the fun falls on the marble 
rock in the heat of the day, * there exudes Piflafphaltum * of 
the moft perfect quality, black and thining, like the Bitumen 
Judaicum, very pure, odorous, and cohefive. It comes out al- 
mott liquid, but hardens in large drops when the fun fets. On 
breaking many of thefe drops on the {pot, I found that almoft 
every one of them had an inner cavity full of very clear water.’ 
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The Author finds much difficulty in accounting for this phe- 
nomenon. No trees grow on this marble mountain from 
whence this Pi/fa/phaltum iffues.—* Who can tell,’ fays the 
Author, © whence it came there, and how, when the folar rays 
beat on thefe rocks, the pitch tranfpires black and quite perfect ? 
What very remote combuftion of woods, or what volcano pro- 
duced it? And at what prodigious diitance of time, and diffe- 
rence of circumftances § And how does that water enter, which 
conftantly accompanies it, even in times of the createft drought? 
Does it come trom the high hills of the continent, pafling 
under the channel of the fea, which divides the ifland of Bua 
from Trau ? And in that cafe, how can it afcend through the 
very compact //rata of marble, of which the tiland ittelf is com- 
pofed ? Can it be imagined, that the heat of the fun qualthed 
thofe mafles to attract it from the fea, which in fome places in- 
finuates itfelf under them, or from fome fountain deeply bu- 
ried? [| confefs 1 am not fatished with any of thete obierva- 
tions ————..’ 

The celebrated city and diftriet of Spalatro form the ne Ct of 
the next letter, addrefled to Jonn Str mney Etq; his Majcity’s 
Minitter at Venice. We here meet with a fingular account ‘of 
a foffil tree, feveral miles within Jand, tt: adie i its natural 
poiition, furrounded with //rata of marine bi dex. and which is 
reduced to the ftate of toilil coal, with its roots intire, even to 
the fmailelt parts. 

But the greateft particularity that diltinguilhes this coal 
trunk, from the great quantity of other foflil wood found ia the 
mountains, * is its having been cut, little more than a foot 
above the roots, by a hatchet, or fase other [imilar initrument, 
betore the marine /frata covered it. ‘(Che repeated examination 
of its fituation, mo of its actual ftate, leaves no room to doubt 
of this ancient truth.’ —The Author, with his own hands, took 
away the earth from this tree, and fet it in open view.—* | leave 
to thole,’ iays he, § whoare more knowing than myfelf, to de- 
cide by how ancient a hatchet this tree has been cut, and in 
what times thofe lands have been covered by the waters of a fea 
now far from us, and which has left behind it fuch a prodigious 
quantity of exotic Teffacei.’ 

The next Letter contains various obfervations, made in the 
neighbourhood of the river Cettina, the Tilurus of the ancients ; 
where he was accompanied in his mineralogical, fubterraneous, 
and other philofophical refearches, by the Honourable Dr. Her- 
vey, the prefent bifhop of Londonderry. He particularly 
defcribes an excurfion under ground in the bowels of the moun- 
tains whence the fources of that river originate, and which was 
undertaxen with a view to the improvement of phy/ical geography. 
Here a fudterraneous marble bridge was difcovered, or a work of 
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nntural architeflure, which refembled a model of the bridge of 
Veja, and was * formed by the means of corroding waters.’— 
‘ No bifhop, furely, of the ancient church,’ fays the Author, 
‘ ever penetrated into catacombs more gloomy, or of more dif- 
Feult accefs than thofe which this worthy prelate Was NOW exe 
ploring; and the place where he waited for us feemed to be a 
real image of Dante’s Inferno ; a itcuation well fuited for one dif 
pofed to refleét on Youno’s Night Thoughts, and to render them 
ii} more diftmal,’ 

Speaking of the magnificent cafcade of Velika Gubouiza, 
which is precipitated froma height of above 150 feet, the Au- 
thor particularly mentions the vultures that haunt the mouth of 
it, as * dreadful animals, meafuring above twelve fect from the 
tip of one wing to the other,’ and which are able to lift up § in 
their claws, and carry away to their nefts, lambs, nay fome- 
times fheep, and even the children of the fhepherds.’—* I faw 
one of them,’ fays the Author, and meafured it mvytelf.? The 
truth of this faét, he adds, is not to be called in quettion : ¢ the 
vultures of the Swifs mountains are of the fame race, and not 
only carry off kids, lambs, wild goats and children, but will 
alfo attack grown-up men.’—The fpecies is called Vautur des 
Alpes. * A well preferved ftuffed fpecimgn of this noble bird 
may be feen in the curious colleétion of the Rev. Mr. Sprungli, 
near Berne in Switzerland.’ 

The remaining Letters, which are addrefled to the bifhop of 
Londonderry, the Abbé Spajlanzani, and John Symonds, Efq; 
contain a great variety of geographical, topographica!, and mi- 
nerzlogical obfervations ; many of which will be interefting to 
the lovers of Natural Hiftory. We fhall only take notice of a 
few particulars contained in them. 

The Author differs from /Vallerius and other Northern Nae 
turalifts with refpect to the origin of fand. That thefe laft 
might not engage themfelves in refearches, the confequences of 
which might teem to contradict the orthodox opinions concern- 
ing the age of the world; the Author fuppofes that they adopted 
the expedient of * allowing a ftrange kind of pre-exiftence to 
fand, and of inferring that ftones, in general, were formed.from 
it; which feems much the fame as to fay that flour exifted before 
wheat.’—In conformity to the opinion of Ariftotle and the an- 
cients, the Author aflerts politively that fands are formed by the 
collifion and trituration of mountain ftones carried down by tor- 
rents, and finally pulverifed by a conttant friction in following 
the courfe of rivers. He tound, in particular, large tracts of 
arenaceous Quartz, refembling that lett on the inundation of 
large rivers, depofited in regular /frata, and very fingularly 
fituated on the top of a mountain. ‘Whe elevated fituation of this 
fand seems to furniih a ftrony objection to the Author’s opinion 
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on this fubjeét. He does not however clear up this difficulty 
otherwile than by alluding, afterwards, to the great revolutions 
which the furface of this globe may be fuppofed to have under- 
gone in very remote ages; and by the mention he makes of his 
fearching for the veftiges of ancient rivers, now loft, and of his 
difcovering them on the tops of bills. | 

The Author reiates many curious particulars concerning that 
wonderful phenomenon in Natural Hittory ;+the immenfe quan- 
tity of foflil bones of land animals, and even of men, /frata of 
which feem to be extended over the greateft part of Dalmatia, 
and the adjacent iflands; and which were firft difcovered, in 
part, by the celebrated Donati about 30 years ago. Thefe 
bones are generally found inclofed in a kind of fparry ftalactitic 
ceryftallization, wiich is fometimes tranfparent. The fiftular 
bones, as thofe of the arms and legs, are found to be lined 
within © with a cruft of gemmeous fpar, lucid, and exceedingly 
pure, like a cryftallization made by a difficult filtration through 
a very compact body.” Though the Author did not find, as had 
been reported, that the quantity of thefe bones was fo immenfe, 
that the organifation of the whole ifland of Ofero, in particular, 
was compofed of them ; neverthele/s the /frata which he met 
with in different places, and the concomitant circumiftances, 
Jargely excited his wonder, and ‘ gave room to conjecture, at 
firit fight, that one immenfe /raium had been compoied in re 
mote ages ;—but who can pretend to imagine how remote? 
‘There are various {pecies of terreftrial animals, fometimes com- 
minuted and confufed, and fometimes perfectly well difpofed 
and diftinzuifhable. ‘The places moft known, where they are 
found, are along the coaft in the vertical and horizontal chafms, 
or in the divifions of the marble /frata which form the bafe and 
the hills of the iflinds. ‘Lhe filhermen and feamen, who, in 
fail barks, ufually keep near the fhore, can point out many of 
thefe fpots ; and the fhepherds are acquainted with thofe within 
Jand, and in the caverns. Chance might difcover new collec- 
tions to oblervers, as itdid to us, if the lovers of natural won- 
ders came more frequently on that coait,’ 

The Author does not venture to give any opinion about the 
origin of this fingular phenomenon, He ridicules the pretended 
folutions which may be founded on Ju/us xature, plaftic powers, 
archetypal ideas, and fuch like {cholaftic barbarifms. He has 
barely related, fimply, and with the moft {crupulous precifion, 
every thing he has teen or obferved on the fubjeét. He con- 
jiders thefe immenfe mafies of fofiil bones as one of the moft im- 
portant objects which can empioy the learned curiofity of Natu- 
ralifts ; and wifhes * that fome of them, led by genius, would 
give us an account how far precilely thele rata reach over all 
Dalmatia, and the iflands of the Levant.’. ) 
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It is a very remarkable circumftance that, though not the 
Jeatt veftige or fragment of marine bodies can be difcovered among 
thefe bones, either by the naked eye, or by the help of glaffes . 

et both the /frata beneath and thote above them are full of ma- 
rine fubftances. Whole fkeletons are feldom difcovered: on 
the contrary, fplinters of marble, and ffones, are found con- 
fufed, broken, and intermixed with thefe reliques of various 
animals. It cannot therefore be fuppoicd thar they can have 
been thus carefully buried by the hands of men, or that fuch nu- 
merous and extenfive hc.es can have been the refult of burials, — 
s Were we to fuppofe,’ fays the Author, * that all thefe bones 
had been interred on purpofe, in fuch numerous burying-places ; 
how many ages would have been requifite to render thein fo ver 
frequent, and how many more to raife from their level the hills 
and eminences, under the bafes, or in the hearts of which, the 
bones lie in heaps? And in what age can we imagine that thofe 
countries were inhabited by a nation that pre-exilted the forma- 
tion of the marine hills, and iflands, which in our days are feen 
in the Adriatic ?’—In one of the immenfe caverns near the cit 
of Ofero, into which the Author penetrated, he found fome of 
thefe bones depofited at the depth of above thirty feet from the 
furface of the hill which covered them, and which is all com- 
pofed of marble. 

In his account of the nearly conjoined iflands of Cherfo and 
Ofero, the Author communicates fome Roman infcriptions found 
there. Among thefe is one which, through accident, is become 
of much greater importance to the naturalift than to the anti- 
quary. it is of Greek marble, and had long remained under 
the fea water ; where the Pholades, or Dadctyli Marini, had taken 
pofleffion of it, and perforated it in feveral places. 

M. Reaumur * confiders thefe fhell fith as making their lodg- 
ment in earthy fubftances, while they are in a fott ftate: but 
this ftone fhews that they are provided with inftruments or 
means, by which they are enabled to perforate the hardcf{t 
marble. Hence M. Reaumur’s deductions, with refpeét to the 
great age to which the Pholades muft live, or the fpeedy indura- 
tion of fubmarine /frata of earth, are overturned.—The Author 
propofes a conjecture that thefe fifh hollow out and enlarge their 
habitations in calcareous marble, not by mechanical means, but 
by an acid liquor, or folvent, which they can emit at pleafure. 
At leaft, he has never found them lodged in vitrefcent, or other 
ftones on which acids have no action. He mentions too an in- 
{cription found under water, which was engraved on Vulcanic 
lava; on which neither the Pholades, or any other {pecies of 
Marine creatures .had made an attack or lodgment.—But ma 
hot /ava and other vitrefcent or vitrified ftones owe their fecu- 


=... 





° See Mem, de P Acad, dgs Sciences de Paris, Année 1712. 
nity 








48 Nimmo’s General Hiftary of Stirling fhire. 


rity from the attacks of the Pholades, rather to their very great 
hardnefs, than to their quality of refit ting the action of acids ? 

Among thefe infcriptions is one, in which Valeria Procilla, 
the daughter of Valerius Oclatinus, feems to have moft provi- 
dently prepared a tomb for her father in his life-time :—at leaf, 
if we may, with the Author, read the laft part of it—PATRI 
V.V. EF. Patri Vivo Vivens Feeit. 

Amonz the Literati of the ifland of Cherfo, the Author parti- 
cularly mentions Franfefco Patrizia, a Philotopher, Poet, and 
Philologift, who not only made a great figure in his age (the 
middle of ‘the fixteenth century), but had views, particularly 
with refpect to philofophical matters, greatly fuperior to thofe 
of his age. In the account which the Author gives of his life 
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and writings, we are told that ¢ he had thoughts concerning the 
primitiv e itate of our globe that were not common; and I in one f 

of his Dialogucs, intituled J? Lamberto, laid down precifely the 
fame theory which our Burnet, a Comery after, appropriated to | 


himfelf.—And though the theory of the earth imagined by him 
is liable to many exceptions ; yet it cannot be denied that it is 
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ingenious ; and it is ui juft that the plagiary bi/bop * fhould re- 
ftore the glory to the Author.’ ' P 
After having given fo many and {uch various fpecimens of the r 
mifcellanecus mi atter contained in this Work; we fcarce need to } 
recommend the perafal of it to thofe whole curiofity leads them d 
to feek for .uthentic a with refpect to philofophical 0 
and other ob ervations, made by an inquifitive and induftrious e 
philofopher, in « country fo tittle known as Dalmatia. B ’ 
8 ae RT OIE Sell eee *y Ww 
Aer. IX. 24 Geveral Hifery of Stirling foive; containing an Account 2 
' the ancien Monuments, and molt important and curious Tranf. fn 
‘tions in thar Shire, from che Roman lavafion of Scotland to the . 
ancien Times: Wen the nataral Hitory of the Shire. By Wile 
liam Nimmo, iiniter of Bothkennar. I!ultrated with a large 
Map of the Shire, from an aftual S ames 8vo. 78, Od. bound. o 
Eainburgh, Crecch; Loncon, Cadel’. 1777. i. 
V ORKS of topography are often rendered unneceflarily lie 
projix, and to the generality of readers exceedingly te- | fo 
dious, by fuch a circun nftantial detail of particulars as can only Vi 
be interefting to the profedic ed antiqu ary, or to the inhabitants | the 
of the place or country deicribed, The Author of the prefent | the 
work has judicioufly avoided nis common fault; having com- a? 
prized the Hilttory of Stirling fhire within the moderate compafs M 
of an octavo volume, and collected within that compafs a great ry 
variety of entertaining particulars rune. the antiquities, Cie | gyj 


vil hiflory, natural hiftory, and pone {tate of the county. - Ver 
He takes notice of the remains of the forts of Agricola; the | der 
Roman caufeways or military roads; the wall of Antoninus, or | el 
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* Lurnet, who wrove the Lucory of the ‘Earth, never was a bi/hop. | 
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Graham’s dyke ; and feveral ancient monuments on the river 
Carron. He gives an account of the ancient abbacy of Cam- 
bufkenneth, and other religious houfes, and of the caftle of 
Stirling; relates at large the particulars of feveral famous bat- 
tles which have been fought in Stirlingfhire ; defcribes the pub- 
lic and magnificent ceremonial at the baptifm of Prince Henry, 
eldeft fon of James VI. in 159435 relates interefting anecdotes 
in the lives of ftatefmen, foldiers, authors, and divines, who 
have flourifhed in this county; defcribes the prefent ftate of 
the town of Stirling, and of agriculture and commerce in the 
country ; marks the rife and progrefs of the navigable canal be- 
tween the friths of Forth and Clyde; and concludes with a 
{ketch of the natural, civil, and ecclefiaftic hiftory of Stirlinge 


fhire. 

From thefe numerous articles we fhall feleét the Author’s 
account of the celebrated battle of Bannockburn; which is 
briefly touched upon by the Englifh hiftorians. 

‘ Edward If. continuing his father’s claim to 6cotland, refolved 
by one effort to reduce that turbulent nation to fubjection. In the 
year 1314, he aflembled an army of above 100,coo men. Robert 
Bruce, grandfon of him who had been competitor with Baliol, raifed 
an army againft Edward of 30,000 men, and took his ftation in the 
neighbourhood of Stirling, behind the river Bannockburn. The 
Englifh army coming up, encamped near Torwood. The defeat of a 
detachment of 800 cavalry, difpatched by Lord Clifford to the relief 
of Stirling, infpired the Scotch army with courage for the general 
engagement. At length (Monday, June 24, 1314) appeared the 
dawn of that important day, which was to decide whether Scotland 
was, henceforth, to be an independent kingdom, or fubjected toa 
foreign yoke. Early all was in motion in both armies. Religious 
fentiments were mingled with the military ardour of the Scots, A 
folemn mafs, in the manner of thofe times, was faid by Maurice, 
abbot of Inchchaufry, who alfo adminiftered the facrament to the 
King, and the great officers about him, upon a hill near the camp, 
probably Cockfhothill, while inferior priefts did the fame to the reft 
of the army. Then, after a fober repaft, they formed in order of 
batile, ima tract of ground, now called Nether Touchadam, which 
lies alongft the declivity of a gently rifing hill, about a mile due 
fovth from the caftle of Stirling. This fituation had been pre- 
vioufly chofen, on account of its advantages. Upon the right, 
they had a range of fteep rocks, now called Gillics-hill, in which 
the hill abruptly terminates. In their front, were the fteep banks 
of the rivulet of Bannockburn. Upon the left lay a morafs, now 
called Milton-bog, from its vicinity to a {mall village of that name. 
Mach of this bog is ftill undrained, and a part of it is, at prefent, 
amilndam, As it was then the middle of fummer, it was almoff 
quite dry ; but Robert had recourfe to a ftratagem, in order to pre- 
vent any attack from that quarter. He had fome time before ore 
dered many ditches and pits to be digged in the morafs, and in the 
fields upon the left, and thefe to be covered over again with green 
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turf, fupported by flakes driven into. the bottom of them, fo that 
the ground had {till the appearance of being firm. He alfo caufed | 
calthrops, or fharp-pointed irons, to be fcattered through the mo- 
rafs; fome of which have been found there, in the memory of people 
yet alive, By means of thefe artificial improvements, addcd to the 
natural ftrength of the ground, the Scottifh army ftood as within an 
intrenchment, and the invifible pits and ditches anfwered to the | 
concealed batteries of modern times. 

‘ Barbour, who lived near thofe times, mentions a park with trees, | 
through which the Englith had to pafs, before they could attack the 
Scots, and fays, that Robert chofe this fituation, that, befides other 
advantages, the trees might prove an impediment to the enemies | | 
cavalry. ‘The improvements of agriculture, and other accidents, |; 
have, in a courfe of four hundred years, much altered the face of | 
this, as well as other parts of the country. Veftiges however of this 1 

ark ftill remain. Many liumps of trees are itill to be feen all | 
around the field where the battle was fought. A farm houfe, fituated 
almoft in the midft of the field, fill goes by the name of the Park, ) . 
and a miln built upon the fouth bank of the rivulet, nearly oppo- c 
fite to where the centre of Roberi’s army ftood, goes by the name of, 
the Park miln. | 

‘ The Scottith army was drawn up in three diviftons, and their : 
front extended near a mile in length, along the brink of the river, ” 
The right, which was upon the higheft grounds, was commanded by t re 
Edward Bruce, brother to the King. The left was pofted on the! 4, 
low grounds, near the morafs, under the direction of Randolph,| 4, 
and the King himfelf took ithe charge of the centre. Mention is alfo | he 
made of a fourth divifion, commanded by Walter Lord High Stew-| a, 
art, and James Douglas, both of whom had that morning been wl 
knighted by their fovereign. As they ftood in this poilure waiting for’ yh 
the enemy, the trumpets, clarions, and horns continued to blow, va 
with fo hideous a noife, as made the neighbouring rocks and woods 
to echo the found. 

‘ The enemy were fait approaching in three great bodies, and led! ;;, 
on by the Englifh monarch himfelf, and the Earls of Hereford and 
Glocefter, who were ranked among the beit generals that England he! 
could at that time produce. Their centre was formed of infantry,’ tio 
and the wings of cavalry, many of whom were armed cap a-pee. };, 
Squadrons of archers were a!fy planted upon the wings, and at cer) og, 
tain diftances along the front. Edward was attended by two knights! na, 
Sir Giles de Argentine, and Sir Aymerde Vallance, who rode, one’ Re 
upon each fide of him; hence, according to the phrafe of thef days) arn 
they were faid to be at his oridle. That monarch, who had ima hin 
gined that the Scots would never face his formidable ho'!t, was much! to 
aftonifhed, when he beheld the order in which they were drawn Up, | hin 
and their determined refolution to give him battle. A he expreffed : blo 
his furprife to thofe about him, Sir Ingram Umfraville tock the? han 
Opportunity of fuggeiting a plan, which was likely to enture a cheap é mies 
and bloodiefs victory. He counfeiled him to make a teint of at Kin 
treating with the whole army, tll they bad got behind their tents; atch 
and, as this would tempt the Scots to break their ranks, in order tf to q] 
plunder the camp, tacy thould fuddenly turn about and fall up) and 
them. 
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them. This counfel was rejected, Edward being of opinion, that 
there wa: no need of any ftratagem, in order to defeat fo {mall an 
handful of men. ; 

« Amongft the other occurrences of this memorable day, hiftorians 
mention an incident of a fingular nature. As the two armies were 
upon the point of engaging, the Abbot of Inchchaufry, having 

ofted himielf before the Scots, with acrucifix in his hand, they all 
fell down upon their knees in an act of devotion, The enemy ob- 
ferving them in fo uncommon a potture, concluded that they were 
frightened into fubmiffion, and that, by kneeling, when they fhould 
have been ready to fight, they meaned to furrender at difcretion, and 
only begged their lives ; but they were foon undeceived, when they 
faw them rife again, and ftand to their arms with fleady countenances. 

‘ The Englith began the aétion, by a vigorous charge upon the 
left wing of the Scots, commanded by Randolph, near the fpot 
where the bridge is now thrown over the river, at the {mall village 
of Chartres-hall. Thereabout was the only place where the river 
could be crofled in any fort of order. A Jarge body of cavalry ad- 
vanced to attack in front, while ancther ferched a compafs to fall 
upon the flank and rear; but, before they could come to a clofe en- 
gagement, they fell into the fnare that had been laid for them; 
many of their horfes were foon difabled by the fharp irons rufhing 
into their feet, others tumbled into the concealed pits, and could 
not difentangle themfelves. Pieces of their harnefs, with bits of 
broken fpears, and other armour, itill continue to be dug up in the 
bog. Randolph knew full well how to improve an accident, which 
he had looked for ; taking an immediate advantage of the diforder 
and furprife into which it had thrown the enemy, he charged them 
with vigour. While thefe tranfactions were going on in thele parts, 
the battle was {preading along the front, and was fought with much 
valour on both fides. 

‘In the beginning of the engagement, an incident happened, 
which, though in itfelf of fmall momen:, was rendered imporcant by 
its confequences. Robert was mounted on horfeback, Ba: dour fays, 
upon a little palfry, carrying a battle-ax in his hand, ard upon his 
helmet he wore a purple hat, in torm of a crown, by way of ailtinc- 
tion. This fingularity of drefs, together with his activity, rendered 
him very confpicuous as he rode before the lines, cbierving their 
order, and encouraging them with the chearfulnefs ot his counte- 
nance, An Englith Knight, named Hen:y Bohun, coufin to the 
Earl of Hereford, who was ranked amongtt the bravell in bLdwaid’s 
army, Came galloping furioufly up to him, in order to evgaze with 
him in a fingle combat, expecting, by fo eminent an act of ch'valiy, 
to put an end to the conteit <t once, and gain immortal renown to 
himfelf. But the enterprifing champion, h:ving milled his tirit 
blow, was immediately {truck dead with the King’s battle-ax the 
handle of which was broken by the violence of the ftroke. This 
was a fort of fignal for the charge. So bold an atiack upun their 
King, filled the Scots with fentiments of revenge; and the heroic 
atchievement performed by him before their eyes, raifed their {pirits 


i to the higneit pitch. Their courage was too warm to fufier reftraint, 


and their confidence too great to lien to advice; they rufhed fu- 
2 rivufly, 
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sioufly upon the enemy, who gave them a warm reception. The 
ardour of one of the Scottith divimons having carried them too far, 
ocezfioned their being forely galled by a large body of Englith 
archers, who charged them in fiank ; but thefe were foon difperfed 
by Edward Bruce, who came behind them with a party of {pearmen ; 
or, according to other accounts, by Sir Robert Keith, whom the 
King difparched to ther relief, with a company of five hundred 
horfe, Prince Edwaid, however, foon fouod himfelf ftanding in 
need of the fame relief, which he had fo témecu/ly afforded to others. 
A flrong body of the enemy’s cavalry charged the right wing, which 
he commanded. with fuch irrefitible ary, that he had been quite 
overpowered, if Raude'ph, who appears to have, at that time, been 
difens saved, had not marched to his affitance. The battle was now 
at the hotteft ; and it was yet uncertain how the day was to go. The 
Englith fill coatinued to charge with unabated vigour: the Scote 
received them with an inflexible intrepidity and fought every one, 
as if victory had depended upon his fingle arm. A fingular occur- 
rence, whch fome accounts reprefent as an accidental fally of pa- 
triotic enthufiafm, others as 2 premeditated ftratagem of Robert, 
fuddenly altered the face of affairs, and contributed greatly to the 
vidory. All the fervants and atiendants of the Scottiih army, who 
are fzid to have amoun:ed to above fifteen thoufand, had been or- 
dered, before the battle, to retire, with the baggace, behind Gilliese 
hill; but having, during the engagement, arranged themfelves ina 
martial form, fore on foot, and others mounted on the baggage- 
horfes, they marched to the top of the hill, and difp!aving white 
fleets, fixed upon lung poles, ‘inftead of banners, moved towards 
the field of battle with hidcous fhouts. The Englith perceiving this 
motely croud, and taking them for a frefh reinforcement advancing 
to fur port the Scots, were feiz ed with fo great a panic, that they 
bepan to give way in great c confufione Buchanan fays, that the 
King cf England was the firfl that fed; but in this he contradias 
ail ovher hiftorians, who affirm, that that monarch was among the 
Jatin the feld. Noy, according to fome accounts, he would not 
be perfuaded to rein e, ull Str z \ymer de Val'ance, feeing the day 
Joft, took hoid of his horfe’s bridle, and led him off. Sir Giles de 
Argentine, the other i who waited on Edward, would not 
content to leave the ficld ; but, putting himfelf az the head of a bat- 
talion. mede a vivorous Po to retrieve the defperate ftate of af- 
fairs, but was foon overpowered and flain. He was a champion of 
great renown; and, baving fignalized himfelf in fevera! battles with 
tie Saracens, was reckoned the third Knight for valour in his day. 
‘ The Scots purfued, and great was the flaughter among the ene- 
my, efpec _ in pailing the river, where they cou:d keep no order, 
becaufe cf the irregularity of the ground. A fhort mile from the 
heid of battie, lies a plot of ground, which goes by the name of the 
Bloody fold, v.here, according to tradition, a party of the Enghhh 
faced about and made a fiand; bar, after a dreadful laughter 
among their, were forced to continue their flight. This tradition 
correfponds to what we find in feveral hi@ersane, concerning the 
Earl of Glocetter, who, feeing the rout of his countrymen, made an 
¢ffort to renew the batile at the head of his own military aay 
and, 
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and, after having done much execution with his own hand, was, 
together with the moit of his party, cut in piecese In fine, much 
vajour was exerted on both fides; and the viclory broughs the 
greater honour to the Scots, that it was ebraing d, net over an iil 
eriplined multitude, as fome reprefent the Engiith to have been, 
but over a seguiar and well marfhalled army, who fought both with 
y.tour and fkill.’ 

Several Scottici/ms, both in orthography and expreffion, be- 
Fes thofe marked with Italics in the preceding quotation, oc- 
cur in this work (fuch, particularly, as would tor /bould, and 
will for fhall) which we are the more careful to remark, as we 
apprehend there is fome danger, from the degree of reputation 
which many Scotch writers have of late defervedly obtained, 
that their provincial violations of the true phrafeology and 
idiom of the Englith language, may, by degfees, be inadvert- 


ently adopted. E ; 


Art. X. Articles of the Univerful Inpitution for Affurance on Lives. 
In three Parts. Comprehending the Public at large—Thofe who 
ferve in the Armies of his Britannic iajelty—And thole in the 
Royal Navy. Calculated on a new Principle. Whereby the Be- 
nefis to Subfcribers are clearly defined, ard citablifhed on a aouble 
Security. 4:0. 48. Printed for the Propriciors, at their Office, 
No. 76, near the Adelphi, in the Strand. 


ANY and various have been the plans propofed to the 

public for granting Annuities to widows, making pro- 
vifion for the benefit of age, infuring lives, &c. and Dr Price, 
in his Obfervations on Reverfionary Payments, has fhewn the 
incompetency of ieveral of thofe propofals wich had been adopt- 
ed, and embraced by the public. ‘Their infufficiency for the 
defigns propofed, was owing to their having granted too much, 
or required too little from thofe who fubicribed to them. 
The plan now before us cannot be liable to the fame objection, 
as it promifes no annuities, but only fuch a determinate fum 
upon the death of any Nominee, as the Subfcribers in that Clafs 
and Divifion agree to raife on every fuch death ; about 25 
per cent. being Arft dedu€&ted to make an agviegate increafing 
fund to be equally divided among the fubfcribers in that 
divifion whofe nominecs fhall be alive at the expiration of ten 
years, 

The Proprietors, or Authors of this [nftitution, in the Pre- 
faceto thefe Articles, fpeak highly of their Plan, as a * fyftem 
unknown in this or any other nation ; liberal in its principle, 
Copious in the defign, and confpicuous in tne advantages it offers 
to the public ’ They fay they have, ¢ with uncommon affiduity 
and circumfpection, founded this Inftitution upon a bafis fo ex- 
tenlive, that perfons of all ages, ranks, «nd conditions, may 





fhare in the benefits which it aftords.’ As to the originaiity and 


extenhivencis of it we have nothing to object; but when they 
E 3 add 
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add that ‘it has been their aim to give all perfons an equal 
chance of improving their fortunes, or of providing againft the 
days of diftrefg, ot ficknefs, and of old age,’ we cannot fee 
with what propriety fuch a declaration is made, as the plan 
feems calculated for aflurance upon lives only ; and if a man in- 
fures his own life, it is his heir, and not himfelf that will 
reap the ben fit. As to the double fecurity to Subfcribers which 
they {peak of, viz. an infurance upon life during‘ten years, and 
a dividend to be received at the expiration of that term, this 
Jatier, viz. the dividend, will be found very inadequate for the 
purpoics of improving men’s fortunes, or providing for old age. 

We fhall now proceed to lay before our Readers the plan it- | 
felf, and fhall then give a rough fketch of a calculation, that | 
they may in fome meafure be able to judge whether this fcheme 
be preferable to that of the Amicable Society kept in Serjeant’s- 

«tm, or that of the Society in Nicolas-lane, Lombard-fireet. 

It confifts of ten Divifions; each Divifion contains three | 
diftin® Claffes of Age; and each Clafs of Age, when full, is | 
calculated to admit five hundred fubfcribers, who aflure on their | 
own Lives in behalf of others, or on the Lives of others in be- | 
half of themfelves; the perfons fo afluring on themfelves, as | 
well as Nominees affured on, to be clafled as follows, viz. 














ere ners at 


iit Clafs of Age from 10 to 40 Years. 
ad - 40 to 60 Ditto. 
ad - 60 to 8o Ditto. 


A Subfcriber can affure once only on the life of a Nominee, but 
on as many different Nominees, in any of the divifions, as he 
pleafes. Nominees to be in health, ard no benefit to be re- , 
ceived if they die within three months from the date of the Po- 
Jicy, or if they die out of Great Britain or Ireland. 

Every holder of a policy in the Divifion and Clafs of Age 
wherein a Nominee dies is to pay, upon every fuch event, in 
behalf of the Subfcriber who has aflured thereon, the contribu- 
tions m-nitioned tn the following Table, viz. 














Payiienis tv be iade 
Orcafione]) Contribu- Benefits raifed on by Perfuns who fube 
Divifions, ti nsonthe Death the Deaths cf No-_ | fcribe after the firft 
of Nominees, | minecs. Year, tor every Year 
fo expired. 
. a . — 
l. ss a i & 
. o § 125 1 0 ’ 
3 o 7 175 1 8 
3 © 10 250 2 0 
¢ allied 37 3.0 
5 r oO 50° 4 0 
6 1 10 750 6 o } 
7 2 oO 10co 80 
8 3 0 15CO Iz 0 
9 4 Oo 2000 16 oO 
hci 5 0 2500 20 0 
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Articles of the Univerfal Infitution for Affurance on Lives. §§ 
The faid benefits to Subfcribers on the death of their Nomi- 
nees, equal to the number of Members in the refpective Clafs of age 
wherein they have Jubfiribed, are to be paid to them, but fubject 
to the following deduétions, viz. If the Nominee dies within 
the firft or fecond year from the date of the policy, to 29]. per 
cent. in the third year to 281. per cent. in the fourth to 271. 
per cent. in the fifth to 26]. per cent. in the fixth to 251. per 
cent. in the feventhto 24]. per cent. in the eighth to 23]. per 
cent. inthe ninth to 221, per cent. and in the tenth to 21 1. per 
centa,, The fums raifed by thefe deductions, as well as by the 
payfnents fpecified in the laft column of the above Table, are to 
be Jaid out in the Public Funds, as a Referved Capital, on the 
account of the furviving Sub/cribers of the Ciafs of Age wherein 
fuch deductions and payments have been received, and which is 
to remain accumulating, with the intereft, until the expiration 
of the ten years, and then to be equally divided between thofe 
Subfcribers whofe Nominees fhall be then alive. 

This is the main fubftance of the Plan. Lefs important par- 
ticulars, fuch as affigning over or bequeathing policies, and 
other minute matters we here omit. And now let us fee what 
advantage this fcheme holds forth, We will take the middle 
clafs of age, viz. from 40 to 60 years, as it is highly probable 
there will be more fubfcribers of that clafs than any other, and 
the firit Divilion, where § s. is paid inupon every demife ; and we 
will alfo fuppofe this divifion ‘to be full; namely, that there are 
500 fubfcribers. “Then it appears from the Table fhewing the 
probability of the duration of life according to the London Bills 
of Mortality, that, 5@o perfons of the mean ages of that Clafs ; 
that is, from 45 to 55 years will die off, during that time, at 
the rate of rather more than 16 in a year, or 164 In IO years; 
and therefore in the courfe of the firft and fccond years ‘the de- 
ductions will amount to about 5go]. each, and thefe referved 
capitals will decreafe every year, on account of the diminution 
of the rate per cent. on the money collected, at fomewhat more 
than 20]. a year. Now if thefe feveral fums, thus colleéted, be 
put out to intereft, and managed in a proper manner, they may 
be fuppofed to amount at the end of ten years to about 60001. 
which fum is to be divided among the 336 furviving fubfcribers ; 
and gives a dividend of 171. 17s. Now17]. 175. being taken 
from 411. the whole fum paid in, leaves 231. 3s. the charge of 
infuring g31. 15s. upon a life for ten years, which is at the rate 
of 21. 6s. 4d. perann, And had there been a divifion for in- 
luring juft 1501. upon a life, in the fame proportion, the ex- 
pence would have been 3]. 15s. per ann. whereas it is fome- 
thing more than 5]. perann. at the Office in Serjeant’ s- Inn. 
What the expences in Nicolas-lane are we know not. However, 
what is faid above muft be looked upon as a very rough eftima- 
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tion; the Authors of the Plan not having fufficiently explained 
themfelves in the Pampdlet in feveral particulars which ought to 
enter into the calculation: and they refer us to their own Sub. 
{cription Books for information concerning what commiffion 
they take themfelves for the management of the bulinels, and 
for their expences. 

N. B. The Plan above mentioned is general for ali profef- 
fions, excepting for thoie who ferve in the Army, or in the Royal 
Navy ; and there are teparate Plans added alfo for them. 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
(By our CorrEsPONDEN?TS.) 


UNITED PROVINCES, 


ArT... 1. 

ECHERCHES fur le Commerce, ou Idées relatives aux Interets 
R des Peuples de [ Europe, Sc. i. e. Inquiries concerning Commerce, 
containing Ideas relative to the Interefts of the European Nations, 
Volume the Firft, in TwoParts. Amfterdam. 1778.—— 
Commerce, in all its effects, variations, principles and influe 
ence, is a fubject too extenfive and complicated to be eafily 
exhaufted, notwithflanding the innumerable multitude of vo- 
lumes it has produced. it is eafy to perceive that the ingenious 
and learned Author of this interefting publication does not mean 
to give a fyltematical and complete treatife on this fubject; 
nor does he think that his work will be generally relifhed: for 
he is far from extolling the advantages of a widely-extended 
commerce, except in thofe countries which are happily fituated 
for trade, whofe territories are not vaft, and whofe productions 
are infufficient for the comfortable fubfiftence of their inhabi- 
tants. What will the mercantile critics fay of a writer who 
confiders agriculture as the only folid and real fource of riches 
and profperity to the inhabitants of an extenfive and fertile 
country; and who regards the enormous increafe of foreign com- 
merce in fuch a country, as the purfuit of a vain phantom of 
momentary gain, whici ends in corruption of manners and na- 
tional ruin,—who decides, though with much modefty, in the 
negative, that famous queftion, Whether the great quantities of 
gold ang filver that have been fent from America, during the three 
laff centuries, have been advantageous to the nations of Europe,—and 
who wiihes that thofe diftant regions of the globe had remained 
undifcovered ? This may expofe him to the cenfure of certain 
judges, but he will appeal to the human race, whole happinefs 
he feems to have fincerely in view, and whofe eyes he endeavours 
to open upon their true interefts, | 
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The two parts that compofe this firft volume, contain fourteen 
chapters. “The firft part exhibits a general idea of commerce 
and its effects on different nations ; but here our Author gives his 

rincipal attention to that greatzra of European commerce, which 
takes its date from the difcovery of America. The fix following 
chapters, which conclude the firft part, are employed in illuft- 
rating the fubject of money, a matter that is full of difficulty, and 
has rarely been treated with the precilion, perfpicuity, and ate 
tention which its importance requires. In thefe chapters our 
Author gives a clear and accurate account of the Roman coins, 
and of their various divifions ; as alfo of the variations they un- 
derwent, from the earlieit times of the republic to the end of the 
Weftern Empire. He then proceeds to thofe of the Francs, from 
their fettlement in Gaul, together with the proportion, that 
was fixed by their defcendants, at different periods, between 
gold and filver currency. He inveftigates the origin of coined 
money among the Batavi, and its variations, firft under the go- 
vernment of the Francs, and afterwards under the fovereignty 
of the counts of Holland; and following the fubject, through 
fucceeding ages, to the prefent times, he enters into a very 
circumftantial account of the {tate of money, the price of lands, 
provifions, &c. in the country now called the United Pro- 
vinces, during the courfe of four centuries. We fee plainly that 
our anonymous Author is a native of that country, and we 
think, that what he fays of it is true and intcretting; at leaft, 
he feems to be perfectly well informed of evcry thing that re- 
lates to its commerce, navigation, and local circum{tances. 
This appears particularly from the eighth and ninth chapters, the 
laft of which is a weil-compofed recapitulation of the preceding 
parts of the work. 

The affertion of Mr. Hume, that the great increafe of the 
quantity of gold and filver in Europe, for fome centuries paft, has 
neither been prejudicial to individuals nor to the public, is 
keenly, and, we think, fuccefsfully, oppofed by our Author; 
who maintains, that the increafe of theie precious metals, joined 
tothe variations and rife in the value of the coin, has thrown 
all into confufion in Europe. To prove this, he vives, in the 
tenth chapter, the whole amount of the gold and filver imported 
into Europe fince the difcovery of America; and none but a 
perfon long accuftomed to deep oblervation and eager refearches 
concerning commerce and money, could have exhibited, with 
fuch minute accuracy, the quantity of thofe metals, that annu- 
ally comes in and goes out of Europe,—that which circulates in 
commerce and exchange,—that which is employed in drefs and 
furniture,—that which is ufed in ornamenting churches in Ro- 
man catholic countries, and that which is kept in bars in different 
places of commerce, 
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Theeleventh and twelfth chapters treat of the proportion which 
the principal ftates of Europe have fettled between gold and filver, 
—of the refpective value of thefe metals,—of the prefent ftate of 
the coin in England, France, and Holland, with refpect te 
weight, intrinfic value, alloy, &c. of mints, and efpecially of 
thofe erected in the United Provinces. Frem hence he pro- 
ceeds, in the thirteenth chapter, to the confideration of what he 
calls univerfal money, that is, gold and filver in bars or ingots, 
which are reccived in payment for the coining of piaflers of 
every kind, Spanifhor Portugueze, ducats of Holland and Venice, 
fequins, rykf{daalers, &c. Here we have a particular account of 
the commerce carried on in thefe {pecies, not only in Europe, 
but in the Turkifh empire, in the different parts of Afia, and even 
in India. 

The fourteenth chapter, which concludes this volume, ex- 
hibits, among other objects worthy of attenticn, the unhappy 
effects of raifing the value of the circulating {pecies at different 
times ; and that even fince the difcovery of America, when gold 
and filver became fo much more abundant than they had been 
before that period. It was, indeed, natural to think, that a 
quantity of thefe precious metals, amounting to the value of 
forty millions fterling, imported annually into Europe, muft 
have lowered confiderably the value of the feveral coins that 
were in currency; but, through the ruinous expedients em- 
ployed by fovereigns, the contrary has happened ; the value of 
current coin has been raifed, and, while the ftate has fuffered 
for this tranfitory method of fupplying its neceffities, the com- 
mon people have, by thefe variations, feen the recompence of 
their induftry augmented in appearance, but not in reality: 
receiving more in {pecie, but the fame in value, while the price 
of provitions lias rifen in confequence of the treafure that flowed 
in upon us from the New Wor:d. Our Author propofes fhew- 
ing, in his fecond volume, how this evil has been augmented 
by paper circulation. In the mean time, not only the adepts 
in commercial knowledge, but alfo the generality of readers, 
will find entertainment in this work, which contains a variety 
of hiftorical anecdotes,—efpecially fuch as are relative to the 
United Provinces 

II. Nouvelle Defeription du Cap de Bonne Efperance, avec un 
‘Journal Historique, Sc. i.e. A new Defcription of the Cape of 
Good Hope, together with an hiflorical ‘journal of a Voyage made by 
Land into the interior parts of Africa (purfuant to the Orders of 
M.R¥« Tuvsacn), by aCaravan of Kighty-five Perfons, under the 
Command of Mr. Henry Hor. gto. Amfterdam, 1778.— 
Here we have a fpecious and promifing title to a work, which 
appears to be little better than a bookteller’s job. The defcrip- 
tian of the Cape, that precedes the Hifforical ‘fournal, is but a 
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fhabby compilation of fcraps taken from Kolben and the Abbé 
de la Caille. The Hiftorical Journal itfelf, may be authentic, 
but it is trivial and barren beyond expreflion: it does not con- 
tain a fingle fact or difcovery of any moment ; and there is not, 
even a map to indicate the route of the eighty-five obfcure travel- 
Jers, and their unknown guide.—The editor tells us, that he ob- 
tained this Hiftorical Journal by the good offices of a certain 
Dutch minifter called Buust; but we know nothing of this 
man. It is true, a name well known in the republic of letters, 
even that of Profeflor Allamand of Leyden, is made ufe of in 
the advertifement, to give credit to this publication ;—but we 
can fcarcely think that this learned philofopher could have lent a 
helping hand to fo forry a production; and we are inclined to 
believe that the notes, relative to natural hiftory, which we 
find fubjoined to this meagre journal, have not been compofed 
at all for the occafion. ‘They feem rather to have been taken 
from the Amfterdam edition of Buffon’s Natural Hiftory, which 
Mr. Allamand has enriched with fome very interefting defcrip- 
tions and obfervations, derived from his correfpondence with the 
literati in both hemifpheres. The fame bookfeller (Schneider) 
who publifhed the Amfterdam edition of M. Buffen’s Natural 
Hiftory, is the Editor of the work before us; and fixteen plates, 
reprefenting animals, which had already appeared in the fame 
afpeét and dimenfions in Buffon’s work, would almoft tempt us 
to think that this work was compiled with a defign to ufher 
them again into the world. 

After the ‘fournal, we find a report made of this uninftructive 
voyage, in which we only learn that the travellers could not 
come at what was the greateft object of their expedition, even 
the difcovery of an African nation, of a fallow complexion and 
clothed with linen. “hey do not feem to have approached 
nearer to the equator than about the 26th degree of fouth lati- 
tude; and then returned, as it appears, becaufe their carriages 
were fhattered, and their oxen, that drew them, tired or ftolen; 
and alfo becaufe they were afraid of wanting water. Thus 
they came back as they went ; but not in confequence of quar- 
rels and divifions among themfelves: as Mr. Bougain- 
ville affirms in his fallacious account of this expedition ;— 
which was fet on foot by TuLgacu, Governor of the Cape, a 
{pirited man, and a zealous promoter of ufeful undertakings, 

The only partof this publication which deferves any attention, 
is that which we find in the laft ten pages. There we havea 
defcription of the wax-tree (by the botanifts called Myrica 
Cerifera), which has been long known in Louifiana, the 
Carolinas, Virginia, &c. and has been lately difcovered at the 
Cape of Good Hope, where great pains are actually taken to 
render it an ufeful object of commerce, We {hall take no no- 
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tice of what is here faid of the drug Da/fexpis, produced from 
theurine of an animal called, at the Cape, Kizpcas, and employed 
by the Hottentots as an univerfal remedy for all internal dif- 
eafes: becaufe what may be good for an Liottentot, in medical 
matters, as well as convivial, may be bad for an European. 

G ERM AN Y. 


fition of Modern Hijiory, collected vy Mr. DouHM. SVO. Lemgo. 
1778. This mifcellaneous book ts a collection of extracts from 

olitical works publithed in different countries, and of thole pam- 
phlets and fugitive pieces, which, from their dilpertion, being 
generally configned to oblivion, are beit preferved when at- 
fembled together.— This volume contains fome pieces rela- 
tive to the American conteit, and many articles coneernin 
other nations. In the article of Denmark we find the charter 
that was granted to the Afiatic company in 1772, for twenty 
years, and the contract of that company, as alfo the pieces 
that were publifhed in the affair of Count Struenfce. In the 
article of Spain, there is a memoir on the population, manu. 
jactures, and commerce of that country; the thirticth part of 
whofe inhabitants are ecclefiaftics, and which does not employ 
for itfelf the twentieth part of the gold it draws from Peru. 
The pieces that treat of the French commerce, and parti- 
cularly of the trade and manufactures of Languedoc, are drawn 
from the dictionary of Ewpi//y, and other writers. 

IV. Didtionnaire Hiflorique de la Medicine, Ancienne et Moderne, 
ou Memaires dijpofes en Ordre Alphabetique pour fervir a P Hiftoire 
de cette Science, Sc. i.e. An Hiftorical Dictionary of Phyjic, An- 
cient and Adoaern, or Memoirs ranged in alphabetical Order, 
and defizned as an Hirfiory, not only of Phyfic, but alfo of the Phyficians, 
Anatomifis, Botanifis, Surgeons, and Chemifts of all Nations. By 
M.N.F. J. Eroy, M. D. and Phy/fician in Ordinary to his 
Serene Highnefs Prince Charles of Lorraine. 4to. 4 vols. 
1778. This important work is executed in a mafterly manner. 

V. J. G. Warreri ALD. Phyfic. et Anatom. Profefforis 
Primarii Obfervationes Anatomica,—Hiftoria Monftri Bifcorporis, 
duobus Capitibus, triius pedibus, pectore pelvique concrett,—Cur@ 
renovate de Anajiomofi tubulorum laciiferorum manmez muliebris; 
concrementa terrejiria 5 ven capitis et colli, cum figuris ad vivum 
exprefis. In Folio, with thirteen Plates. Berlin. 1778. This 
work is worthy of the great reputation of its Author, who is 
one of the firft anatomilts of the prefent age. Befides the ob- 
fervations of Proteflor WALTER on the two-b died monfter, 
exhibiting two heads, three feet, amd conjoined by the breaft 
and pelvis, which are fingle, there are other interefting anato- 
mical fubjects treaved in this volume,—tuch as a farther examina- 
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tion of the ana/fomofis of the lacteal ducts in the breafts of wo- 
men,—terrene concretions,—and the veins of the head and 
neck. 

VI. Entdeckungen der neucften Zeiten in der Aruney Gelabrheit, 
isc. i.e. An Account of the Difcoveries made by the Moderns in 
Medical Science. By Mr. Gesner. Nordlingen. 1778. 
This eminent phyfician fhews an acute and learned touch in 
diftinguifhing apparent difcoveries from real ones, and his re- 
fearches extend to the theory as well as to the practice of 
phyfic. 

VII. Sammlung der neuefien gedruckten und gefchriebenen 
Nachrichten von Magnetcuren, &c. i. e. A Collection of the moft 
recent Accounts, printed or in MSS., of Cures performed by the 
Loadftone, particularly thofe of Mr. Mefmer. Leipfic. 1778. 
This is an ufeful and curious collection. 

VILL. Expofitio brevis Locorum Sacre Scripture ad Oricntem 
fele referentium, in quibus vel mentio expreffa vel allufio faltem ad 
Orientis Naturam, Ufus, Confuetudines, Sc. i.e. A conife Explica- 
tion of the Paffages of Holy Scripture, which etther direéily or by 
Allujion relate to the Climate, Cuftoms, Manners, Sc. of the Eaft, 
compofed from accurate Obfervations (moftly his own made on the 
Spot), by Curist. WILL, Lipecke, Paffor, &c. Halle. 1778. 
This learned Author, who is already known by a Defcription of 
the Turkifh Empire, publifhed fome years ago, and much efteem- 
ed, refided for a confiderable time at Conftantinople, Smyrna, 
and other cities of the Levant, and availed himfelf of this occa- 
fion of acquiring accurate notions of the prefent ftate of thefe 
countries. Itis from thefe obfervations, made by himfelf, and 
compared with thofe that have been made by others, that he 
throws light upon feveral paffages of the facred hiftorians ; and 
illuftrates many things relative to the agriculture, gardens, 
vineyards, animals, drefs, buildings, manner of travelling, as 


alfo to the political and military conftitution, and religious 


cuftoms of the eaftern countries. 
1X. Merkwurdigkeiten von Portugal, &c. i. e. Remarks on 
Portugal, or a compendious Account of the Nature of that Country, 
the Character of the Inhabitants, and its different Revolutions ; 
together with fome recent Anecdotes, Sc. Part 1. Leipfic and 
Francfort. 8vo. 1778. This firft part carries the remarks 
of this anonymous author as far down as the year 1245, when 
Capellus, the fucceffor of Sancho II. reigned. We find here 
the chara€ter of the antient Portugueze, the ftate of their 
country under the government of the Romans, and the revolue 
ons it underwent in the middle age. 
F R AN C EE. 
X Though a French tranflation of 2 claffic, and parti- 
Cularly of a Greek, author, docs not generally found well te 
the 
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the ear of a good fcholar in Oxford, Cambridge, or Leyden; 
yet fome exceptions may modify the feverity of this general ob- 
fervation. —The Greek Theatre of the Jefuit Brumoz, the Odes 
of Pindar by Chabanon, the Hymns of Cailimachus by De la Porte 
du Theil, and feveral tranflations by M. Dupuis, have deferved 
and obtained the applaufe of the public: not to fpeak of the 
figure that fuch men as Fraguier, Sallier, Capperonier, and feve- 
ral others of the French nation have made in Grecian litera- 
ture. ‘The following work, particularly when we confider the 
excellent notes with which it is accompanied, deferves an emi- 
nent rank among the philological productions of modern times, 
L’ Expedition de Cyrus dans  Ajie Superieure, et la Retraite de Dix 
Mille, ce i.e. The Expedition of “Cyrus into the Greater Afia, 
and the Retreat of the Ten Thoujand; tranflated from the Greek, 
and accompanied with hiftarical, critical, and geographical Notes, 
by M. L?ARcCHER of the Academy of Sciences and Belies Let- 
tres of Dijon. 2 Vo's. 12mo. Paris. 1778. This tranfla- 


tion is accurate, elegant, and worthy of the reputation of M. 


L’Archer. The notes throw no fmall light on the cuftoms, 
manners, ceremonies, and arts of ancient Greece; the learned 
‘Tranflator has employed great fagacity and induftry alfo in gram- 
matical obfervations defizned to reftore the true readings of the 
Greek text, which have been milerably corrupted ; and his cor- 
rections are always fupported by excellent MSS. in the French 
King’s library. M. L’Archer reproaches Xenophen with hav- 
ing drawn too flattering a portrait of the younger Cyrus, dif- 
euifed the vices of Clearchus, and disfigured feveral parts of 
his noble work by fuperftitious remarks and narrations: but we 
think thefe reproaches rather exaggerated.—We expcct a tran- 
flation of Herodotus from this learned man, who is certainly 
well qualified for fuch an undertaking. 

XI. Traité fur PArt des Sieges et les Machines des Anciens, &c. 
i.e. A Treatife concerning the Steges and Machines of the Ancients, 
containing a Comparifon of their Methods of Attack with thafe of the 
Moderns, in order to fhew the Identity of their Principles, and the 
Reajons that occafioned the Difference in their Application. By M. 
Jory pe Maizeroy, Colonel of infantry, and Member of the 
Academy of Infcriptions and Belles Lettres. 8vo, Paris. 1778. 
This work will be well received on account of the name of the 
Author, who has already employed his pen with fuccefs in 
treating feveral branches of this terrible art. It is divided into 
four parts or fections. In the firft the Author fhews how cities, 
in the times of old, were fhut up and detended againft a fiege, 
and defcribes the different forts of machines that were ufed, 
both iw the attack and in the defence. He traces back thefe 
machines to their firft invention and origin in the Eatt; and 
fhews how they were improved by the Greeks in procefs of time, 
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more efpecially about the year 400 before the Chriftian era, and 
afterwards by the Romans. In the fecond fection M. de AZai- 
zeroy treats of forced fieges, fcalades, &c. and points out the 
Jifference between thefe and regular fieges. He alfo gives, in 
this fection, a circumftantial explication of the tortoife and the 
corona. He proves, in the third fe€tion, that the military com- 
manders, in times of old, made no attacks by trenches; fhews 
how fieges were carried on in the lefs remote periods of anti- 
quity ; treats of the ufe of mines among the ancicnts, and of 
the origin of thofe which are employed in modern times ; and 
iuftrates, by examples, the different ufes that were made of 
mines from their firft invention in the remoteft antiquity (when 
they were employed by beficgers to overturn the walls) to later 
times. In the fourth fection our Author treats of the project- 
ing engines of the ancients, their origin, progrefs, ules, cons 
ftruction, and dimenfions. After explaining and determining 
their refpective denominations, which have hitherto been ate 
tended with much obfcurity and ambiguity, he defcribes their 
mechanifm ; and this part of the work is highly interefting. 
M. de Maizexoy had treated this fubject, before, in a differ- 
tation printed in the firft edition of the tranflation of thc Empe- 
ror Leo’s Military Inftitutes ; but it appears here to greater ad- 
vantage, on account of the additions and alterations that farther 
refearches have fuggefled. An Appendix, fubjoined to the work, 
contains a great number, of diiquifitions, relative to different 
branches of this difficule fubje&t, that could not, on account of 
their length, enter conveniently into the body of the Treatije ; 
though they be neceffary to the removal of feveral errors, and 
the clearing up of many doubts. Several curious matters are 
elucidated in this Appendix ; among others, the /ambduca of the 
ancients, the: burning glafles of Archimedes, the dimenfions of 
towers an tortoifes and their powers; the method of judging, 
by the ancient meafures, of the height of turrets and towers, 
and the reach of the enzines, which gives him an occafion of 
examining t.e length of che ftadium or furlong andthe cubit.— 
All tats ws executed with uncemmon intel!igence and erudition ; 
and M1 de MatzeRvy’s work will be confidered by men of 
leatn'ng as an exc iient Commentary on ancient writers, while, 
to the moderns, it will certainly furnifh new elucidations with 
relpect to tac actack and aefence of places. 

Xl. Code de ‘a Raijon, ou Principes de Morale, pour fervir a 
UInytruftion publique, ec. 1.e The Code of Reafon, or Principles 
of \oraiity, dejigned f r general Ujfe and Inft udtion, with an In- 
dication of the beft moral Writers, ancient and madern. By the 
Abvé pe Poncot. 2 Vols. 12m0. 1775. this work is 
Muca luperiesr, both in good principles and good icnf, to the 
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Code of Nature that was publifhed at Paris, fome years ago, by 
a minute Philofopher. 

XI. Hiftoire Naturelle du Globe, ou Geographie Phyfique ie, 
A Natural Hiftory cf the Globe, or a Treatife of Phyfical (not Me- 
dical) Geography, c. By the Abbé Saurt, M.D. and Cor. 
refpondent of the Royal Academy of Montpellier. 2 Vols, 
12zmo. Paris. 1778. We have recommended, on fome pre. 
ceding occafions, the philofophical and mathematical works of 
this Writer, though they are more remarkable for Jearnin 
and copioufnefs, than for order and perfpicuity; but by this 
new publication we fee clearly that M. SAuRt is an arrant 
book-maker ; and it is needlefs to obferve what accumulated cru- 
dities have been thrown into the mafs of modern literature and 
philofophy, by the prolific induftry of bookmakers. Our Abbé, 
no doubt, is a man of reading ; his book, moreover, is full of 
difcuffions and facts, that will prove both entertaining and in- 
ftructive to beginners in natural fcience, in which clafs man 
grown gentlemei may be comprehended. Such will find here a 
variety of Jearned remarks on the furface of the globe, —the fi- 
tuation and fymmetry of the continents, —the quantity of water 
that is in the ocean,—the northern paflage from Europe to China, 
—the property of oil to calm the waves in a ftorm,—the caufes 
of the luminous appearance of the fea-water in certain places, 
—the faline quality of the ocean,—the nature of foils, ftones, 
minerals, metals, and vegetables, together with accounts of fes 
veral fingularitics that are to be found in various countries. 
Thefe fingularities are not all equally credible, and feveral of 
them are founded on flight and frail props of teftimony. 

XIV. The Abbé Saurt is more in his element, at leaft more 
in the way of his profeffion in the following work: Phy/ique du 
Corps Humain, ou Phyftologie Moderne, ce. 1.e. Modern Phyfice 
logy, or a philofophical View of the Con/titution of the Human Body ; 
with Remarks on Health, on the Nature, Caufe, and Cure of 
Diforders ; for the Ufe of Students in Surgery and Phyfic. By 
the Abbe Sauri. 2 Vols. 1778. Though this work feems 
to have been compiled and compofed in a hurry, it carries evi- 
dent marks of knowledge and fagacity. No man certainly 
could be better qualified to treat this important fubje&t with 
fuccefs than a phyfician; who, befides his medical ftudies, has 
applied himfelf to the f{ciences of natural philofophy, chemiftry, 
and mathematics ; and in thefe branches the Abbé SaurI mutt 
be allowed a confiderable fhare of merit. Among feveral other 
parts of phyfiology, that feem to be treated with dexterity and 
fuccefs in the work before us, our Author’s account of the or- 
vans of fenfation deferves particular notice. The attempt to 
unfold the myftery of generation is more ingenious than = 
cefsfu 
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cefsful, in our judgment.—He has modified the hypothefis of 
Buffon ; he has rendered it more plaufible, or rather lefs abfurd, 
by improvements that difcover beth genius and obfervation 3 
but he has not been able to give it that degree of evidence which 
fatisfies the mind. His obfervations on the nature, fymptoms, 
and cure of difeafes are judicious, and exhibit new points of 
view both to the theorift and the practitioner. In a word, the 
curious reader will find in this phyfiology many illuftrations of 
the animal ceconomy, and feveral defcriptions of its parts, and 
their refpective funéctions, which he would feek in vain, in 
other authors who have treated this fubjeét. 

XIII. Memoire fur la Plantation du Saltpéitre, Sc. i.e. A 
Memoir concerning the Produétion of Saltpetre. By a Member of 
the Oeconomical Society of Bern. ‘To which are added, the 
Obfervations of Mr. Neunaus, ancient Banneret of the Re- 
public of Bern. 8vo. 1778. The Author of this WZemoir is 
M. EnGEL, who being informed of the premium relative to 
faltpetre, propofed fome time ago by the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Paris, availed himfelf of this occafion of communi- 
cating to the Public his thoughts upon the fubjeét. This 
public-fpirited magiftrate, having, during a long courfe of years, 
endeavoured to oppofe the abufes and oppreffive meafures of the 
faltpetre-makers, and to remedy the fcarcity of that valuable ob- 
ject of commerce, which was owing to their irregular proceed- 
ings, has arrived at an uncommon degree of knowledge of the 
fubjeét, by a feries of experiments. Accordingly, after having 
treated, learnedly, in this memoir, of the feveral parts or in- 
gredients, that enter into the compofition of faltpetre, he pafles 
in review the different methods that have been employed for the 
production of this falt, fuch as vaults, tubs, old walls, ditches, 
dunghills ; and he gives a circumftantial account of the procefs. 
It is curious and inftruétive, and will naturally excite the lovers 
of chemiftry to perufe the work itfelf. 

XIV. Aiftoire Generale de Provence, &c. i.e. A General 
Hiftory f Provence. Dedicated to the States. gto. Vol. I. 
1777. Publications of this kind deferve (if we are not mif- 
taken) peculiar encouragement, as it is by particular hiftories 
of cities and provinces, and alfo of perfons, that a variety of 
facts, circumftances, and characters, are fo amply and carefully 
difcufled and examined, as to prepare folid and authentic mate- 
rials for general hiftory. The prefent work, for which the 
Public is indebted to the labours of F. PApon of the Oratory, 
and Member of the Academy of Marfeilles, will, no doubt, fur- 
nifh materials for the improvement of the general hiftory of 
France ; while, at the fame time, the interefting refearches it 
contains relative to the ancienthiftory of Marfeilles, and its Gre- 
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cian founders, will recommend it in general to all the lovers of 
ancient hiftory and literature. | 
XV. Memoires concernant [ Hiftoire, les Sciences, les Arts, les 
Moeurs, &c. i. e. Memsirs concerning the Hiftory, Sciences, Arts, 
Manners and Cujftoms of the Chinefe. By the Miffonaries of Pekin, 
Vol. Il.* 4to. Paris. We cannot fay of this Work, which 
begun with fuch promifing {pecimens of erudition and good in- 
formation, vires acquirit eundo, for we think, upon the whole, 
that the materials of the prefent publication are lefs interefting 
than thole of the preceding volume. The firft piece we find 
here, is a@ Differtation on the Antiquity of the Chinefe Nation, proved 
by ancient Remains, which fhews us that the Reverend Miffiona- 
ries are not agreed upon this fubje&t: for Father Ko, in the fir 
volume of this Collection, demonffrated, at great length, that 
the hiftorical times of the Chinefe commence with the reign of 
Yao: Father Amist, on the contrary, in the piece before us, 
goes farther back, and demonjfirates that the periods, which the 
former placed in the region of fables, have a right to be com- 
prehended in the records of hiftory.— This Diflertation of F, 
Amiot is voluminous, fpreading itielf out to the extent of 364 
pages, and comprehending {everal authentic records, plates with 
their explication, and ancient remains ; which form a grand ta- 
blature of the Chinefe Hiftory. It is by thefe records, and ancient 
remains, that Amiot, whofe work is a mafter-piece, as to ftile, 
confirms the propofitions he had formerly advanced in his Pre- 
face to the Chronolegical Abridgment of the Univerfal Hiftory of the 
Chincfe Empire, which was printed at Pekin by the order and in 
the name of Kien-dong, the emperor, now on the throne, This 
Abridgment is divided into three parts, containing, 1ft, the my- 
thological and fabuleus—adly, the doubtful—3dly, the hifforical pe- 
viods of the Chinefe empire. ‘The hiftorical period extends, 
according to F. Amiot, from the 61ft year of the reign of 
Hoang ti, to the 35th of Kien-long, i.e. from the year 2637, 
before Chrift, to 1770 of the Chrittian ia. Our Author pre- 
tends to have proceeded with certainty, by a feries of cycles, 
from our year 1770 to the remote period of Hoang-ti’s reign ; 
and he alfo pretends to prove, with the greateft evidence, that 
the Chinefe were not a colony of the Egyptians, but that the 
defcended in a right line from the grand-children of Noah.— 
This Chinefe erudition is, after all, a miferable wildernefs, 
where we meet with barren fands, thiftles and arid fhrubs, and 
ark and gloomy forefts, refounding with wild and abfurd voices; 


here and there a pleafing flower ; but rarely or never any fub« 
ftantial fruit. 
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This long, and eloquent, but moft tedious Differtation, is 
followed by Remarks on the Work of Mr, P** {is e. Pauw.) 
entitled Philsfophical Refearches concerning the Egyptians and Chie 
nefe, of which we gave an account fome time after it appeared. 
We are not over-fatisfied with Mr. Pauw’s tone and manner, 
either in this Work or in his other produétions; but we are as. 
Jittle fatisfied with the Remarks of M. Amiot, which exhibit little 
elfe than the fmooth fophiftry of Jefuitifin, and an affectation of 
mild and difpaffionate difdain. Neither of thefe two Authors 
has influence enough upon us to make us either admire or defpife 
the Chinefe. 

Thefe Remarks are followed by three Memoirs, viz. on the 
wild Silk-worm ; on the Cotton Shrub; and on the Bamboos ; 
--to thefe are added a little Poem, entitled The Garden of 
See-ma-kouang.—The third volume of this Work has already 
appeared ; and we propofe to give an account of it in our next 
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MEDICAL, 

Art. 12. 4 candid Examination of what has been advanced on the 
Colic of Poiteu and Devonfoire; with Remarks on the molt probable, 
and Experiments intended to afcertain the true, Caufesof the Gout. 
By James Hardy, M. D. of Barnftaple, Devonfhire. 8vo. 3s. 6d, 
Cadell. 1778. 

UR medical Readers cannot be unacquainted with the late con- 
troverfy concerning the caufe of the Devonfhire Colic, in which 

Dr. (now Sir George) Paker on one fide, and Meffrs. Geach and Ai- 

cock on the other, bore foconfiderable a part. After the many inge- 

nious arguments with which the firft of thefe writers had fupported 
his opinion, that a folution of lead in the cyder was the caufe of this 
difeafe, the teftimony adduced by the others again the poflibility of 
fuch an inipregnation, in many initances where che colic had appeared, 
feemed rather to give a prcponderancy to their fide of the quetftion, 
The writer before us, however, convinced that no adequate caufe for 
the paralytic effeéts confequent on the difeafe had been afligned, ex- 
cept the admiffion of that metal into the fyitem, was led to the confi- 
deration of another lefs fufpe@ted means by which it might gain en- 
trance. He obferved, thatthe ordinary drinking-veffelsin chat county 
were of the glazed earthen ware, the vitreous coating of which is 
well known to canraina large per:ion of lead. From various experi- 
ments he found thatcyder, as well as feveral other liquors, was capa 
ble of readily diffolving this; and hence he concludes, that the gene- 
ral caufe of the endemial colic of Devonthire is certainly, as Dr. 

Baker fuppofed, a taint of the poifon of lead inthe cyder. If it be 

objected, that a faturnine impregnation from this circumitance would. 

fearcely be confined within the limiis where this difeafe prevails, itis 

Only anfwered, that the ufe of glafs, wood, ox fione-ware, may be 
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much more prevalent in the other cyder counties than in Devonhhire. 
We are afraid that this will not appear fatisfactory ; and we cannot 
but with that the Author had taken fome pains in the examination of a 
plain faét, which would have been more to the purpofe than the nu- 
merous quotations he has introduced relative to the general effects of 
faturnine and other mineral poifons, which nobody doubts of. 

But our phyfician is fo ftrongly impreffed with the extenfive admif- 
fion and baneful effects of the poifon of lead, that he is inclined to 
regard it as the chief caufe of paralytic affections, and even of that 
opprobrium medicorum, the gout. His reafoning on this head is more 
fimple than conclufive. The adulteration or correction of wine by 
lead and other mineral fubftances, has been practifed from the earlieft 
times to the prefent. Wine-drinkers have always been accounted pe- 
culiarly fubje‘t to the gout——ergo, &c. It muft be acknowledged, 
that this opinion is propofed with fufficient diffidence by the Author, 
and only as akind of hint. As fuch we alfo leave it to the confider- 
ation of our Readers. We cannot, however, difmifs without a re- 
mark his propofal, ‘ that a certain courfe of experiments be tried on 
conviéts, to demonftrate the truth or falfehood of what he has ad- 
vanced,’ We fhould be very unwilling to have the Faculty loaded 
with the odium of racking a man with the colic, or crippling him 
with the palfy or gout. Whatever in this way of experimental praéctice 
has hitherto been done, has, we apprehend, tended greatly to preju- 
dice the people againft medical experiments of every kind ; and call- 
ing in the phyfician as a fubltitute to the executioner, cannot, we 





think, advance the dignity of his character in the eyes of the vulgar. A , 


Art. 13. Philofophy of Phyfie: or, An enlarged Syllabus of phi- 
lofophical Leétures delivered by Hugh Smith, M.D. of Hatton- 
Street. 4to. 18. 6d. Davis, &c. 1778. 

As far as we can comprehend Dr. Smith’s philofophical fecret, 
which amidft the profufion of pompous and unmeaning words it is 
not very eafy to do, he conceives that the air contained in animal bo- 
dies, and rarefied by heat, becomes the principle of vitality, and the 
caufe of all motion and fenfation ;—a theory which, we imagine, will 








a 


not excite the attention of the philofophical world fo much as the ‘A | 


Dottor feems to expect. 

Art. 14. Obfervations on the Sore Threat and Fever that raged in 
the North of Scotland in the Year 1777. in a Letter toDr. William 
Grant. By Robert Saunders, Phyfician at Bamffi. 8vo. 1% 
Murray. 1778. 

We have already taken notice * of a pamphlet by Dr. Grant, giv- 
ing an account of an epidemic fore throat in London, which, while 
it partly put on the appearance of the putrid aagina, had, in fac, a 
good deal of an inflammatory diathefis, and required an antiphlo- 
giltic method of cure. In the little piece before us, we have the hif- 
tory of a fimilar epidemic prevailing in part of Scotland, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1777. This, indeed, was ftill more evidently 
of an inflammatory nature, fo that nothing but the mucous fpots on 
the throat, refembling ulcers, together with its contagious quality, 
could have occafioned thofe miftakes in the treatment which, we are 
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told, at firtt prevailed. Dr. Saunders, with propriety and fuccefss 
made ufe of the lancet freely, and gave a folution of tartar emetic in 
an infufion of fena, which operated both as an emetic and a purga- 
tive, and gave fpeedy relief. The difeafe was confiderably mortal 
when neglected or mifmanaged, but readily yielded to proper treat- 


ment. 
BoTANY. A. 


Art. 15. 4 Supplement to the Botanical Diétionary: containing 
ample Deicriptions of feveral curious Piants, chicfly Afiatic: with 
their Ufes in Medicine, in domettic Gi:conomy, and in the Arts. 
IlJuftrated with Copper-plates. By Colin Milne, L.L.D. 12mo. 
3s. Lowndes. 17728. 

The Dictionary with which this Supplement connects, was noticed 
in Rev. vol. xliii, p. 207; and the nature of the undertaking being 
there explained, and the work now well known, there is the lefs rea- 
fon to dwell upon this enlargement of it The title defcribes the 
contents, and the pilates give a general illuftration of Tournefort’s 
and Linnzus’s botacica! diftin@tions, with the feveral clafles of roots, 
leaves, fruit, and parts of fructification. WN. 
Art. 16. The Untverjal Gardener and Botanift: or, A Genera 

Dittionary of Gardening anc Botany. Exhibiting, in botanical 

Arrangements according to the Linnean Syftem, every Tree, Shrub, 

and herbaceous Plant, that merit Culture, either for Ufe, Orna- 

ment, or Curioiity, in every Department of Gardening. Come 
prifing accurate Directions, according to real Practice, &c. &c. By 

Thomas Mawe, Gardener to the Duke of Leeds; and John Aber- 

crombie, Author of Every Man his own Gardener, &c. 4to. 

11.78. Robinfonand Co. 1778. 

By uniting the botanical part with the fubje& of gardening, in all 
its branches and divifions, refpecting either utility or amufement, 
thefe induftrious compilers have inferted many things which are not 
found in Mitter’s Dictionary; but, on the other hand, they have, 
in virtue of their plan, as we fuppofe, omitted a confiderable number 
of articles * which Miller has given. 

Among the omiffions, that of an Index of Englif names feems to 
be one that could leatt be fpared. Miller has given one ; which is of 
great ufe to thofe readers of this work who do not underftand Latiz. 

The reader will find, however, in his work, a variety of improve- 
ments on the plan of a Gardener's Di@ionary, particularly in regard 
to experimental knowledge and actual practice. 


MIscELLANEOUS, 

Art. 17. Defultory Thoughts upon reading an interefting Letter to 
the Duche/s of Devonfbire, Dedicated to the Queen of ******, 
By Martin Scriblerus, Jun. Smail 8vo. 1s. 6d. Longman, 1778. 
This digreflive, Shandyan writer turns his ‘ de/ultory thoughts’ to- 

ward a number of topics fuggetted by the fober Author of the * Jnte- 

refling Letter.” He ridicules the notion of young people affuming the 





* With refpeét.to thefe omiflions, we are to admit the judg ment of 
Mefits. Mawe and Abercrombie as decifive—that they are not worthy 
of ‘culture, either for ufe, ornament, or curiofity.” 
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grave and ferious deportment of age ; which he diflikes, as wearing 

an unnatural afpect. He cenfures, among other points of common 

education, the cuftom of bringing up children in aurferies, judging 
fuch confinement to be injurious to health, &c. and he particularly 

(and very laudably) cautions parents, &c, to guard the infant mind 

again{t being familiarifed to ideas of cruelty or revenge, by feeing 

animals tortured, or being fuffered to be themfelves the torturers. 

Among the heads on which he rallies the moralifing Author of the 
Interefling Letter, he laughs at him for making fuch a rout concernin 
the pay drefs of the Duchefs, and her gaudy feathers. He wonders 
‘ what a man of fo pious a turn’ has to do with the toilettes of the 
Fair. ‘ Drefs, Sir (fays he), in almoft allages of the world, has been 
Jaughable and ridiculous. Any picture gallery will confirm to you 
the truth of my afiertion. The drefs of high heads and feathers 
gives the wearer a look of youth and levity; but this 1s no more than 
we expect to fee in the gay, the young, and the fprightly. Drefs, 
formerly, was nothing but mummery and incumbrance; the women 
looked as if they were condemned to be hanged in large cheefes, and 
the men to be preffed to death by heavy cloaths, and enormous wigs! 
On one fide of a gallery, you may fuppofe an old dame, calling out 
to her hufhand for help, and that fhe was ftrangled in her ruff. On 
the orl. or fide, you may fuppofe her old hulband fo overwhelmed by 
the weight of his clothes, and fo deafened by his voluminous wig, as 
neither to be able to hear her cries, or at liberty enough to go to her 
aiithance.’ 

_ This little piece of pleafantry may be regarded as a fufiicient fpe- 
cimen. 

Art. 18. An Inquiry into the Nature and genuine Laws of Poetry: 
including a particular Defence of the Writings and Genius of 
Mr. Pope. by Percival Stockdale. izmo. 2s, Od. Conant. 
17738. 

An inquiry into the nature and genuine laws of poetry would bea 
very interefting purfuit; but, with refpect to that part of the title 
given to this Book, we have nothing regular, or fcientiiic; nothing 
but a few rambling, defultory hints, ill conceived, and as ill ex- 
prefled. ‘The defence of Pope is not fupported by any arguments 
that can poflibly do credit to that witty and harmonious verfifier; 
and the obfervations on Dr. Warton’s Effay on his Genius and Writ- 
ings are molt truly what this Writer molt untruly fays of that Effay— 
but we will not copy the language. , 

Art. 19. A Guide to the Lakes: dedicated to the Lovers of 
Landicape Stadies, and to all who have vilited or intend to vifit 


the Lakes in Cumberland, Weltmorland, and Lancafhire. By the 


Author of the Antiquities of Furnefs*, 8vo. 2s. 6d, Ris 

chardfon and Co, 

To make the tour of the Lakes, to fpeak in fathionable terms, 13 
the ton of the prefent hour. Mr, Weft has given, on the whole, an 
ufeful guide to thofe who Jave, as well as to thofe who have zot vi- 
fited the Lakes; yet, in one or two inftances, perhaps, his Book 
miay be compared to Sancho’s afs, which led its mafter wrong when 
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* See Rev, vol, lii, p. 222. 
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he was going the right way.—So much do even we know of this 

Northern Tour. at 

Art. 20. Extracts from an Account of the State of the Britifh Forts 
cn the Gold Coaft of Africa, taken by Captain Cotton, of his Ma- 
jetty’s Ship Pallas, in May and June 1777- To which are added, 
Obfervations by John Roberts, Governor of Cape Coaft Caftle, in 
the Service of the late Royal African Company of England, for 
the Management of their Affairs on the South Coaft of Africa. 
fvo, 1s. Bew. 1778. 

Chartered companies: were eftablifhed to cultivate particular 
branches of trade, beyond the ability of individuals to purfue, to 
national advantage: the honour of government is therefore con- 
cerned to fee the purpofes anfwered with integrity, and any manifeft 
abules corrected. But ithas fohappened, that complaints of grofs mif- 
management have been frequently exhibited, to little effect, againtt 
many of our commercial affociations ; the Eaft India, African, and 
Hudfon’s Bay companies in particular. It 1s natural to think, that 
authenticated accufations would claim {trict attention; but perhaps a 
confcioufnefs of the frailties of human nature inclines mankind to 
have a fellow-feeling for each other, and difpofes the powers that be 
to be tender in exerting the fpiritof efzcual reformation. 

Art. 21, 4 Letter to the Overfeers of the Poor of DEAL, in Kent, 
refpecting the great Increafe of their Poor-Rates. 8vo. Ode 
Canterbury printed, 

In this little tract we meet with fome judicious hints and cautions, 
refpecting the choice of objects proper for admiflion into the work- 
houfe, or otherwife to partake of the parifh benevolence ; and alfo 
in regard to their due employment. ‘The Author then proceeds to 
give good advice to the inhabitants of Deal, with a view to promote 
an equal afleffment of the rates; a juft regulation of which feems, 
from his account, to be grea‘ly wanting in that corporation. Every 
occupier, he obferves, fhould be rated according to his full rent; 
and he fhews in what mode the knowledge of the real rents is to be 
obtained. ‘The proper management and regulation of a workhoufe 
comes next under confideration; and here the benevolent Author 
takes occafion to reprobate, in the ftrongeft terms, the miethod of 
farming the poor; which he looks upon to be not lefs impolitic than 
cruel, There are other parsiculars, immediately refpecting the pa- 
mith in queflion—for which we refer to the pamphlet. 

Art. 22. The Gofpel-Shop, a Comedy of Five Acts, with a New 
Prologue and Epilogue. Originally intended for public Reprefent- 
ation, but fuppreffed at the particular Defire of fome eminent 
Divices, By K. Hill, Efg. of Cambridge. Svo. 28. Fielding 
and Walker. 

The late metamorphofis of a noted temple of pleafure * into a me- 
thodifticz! chapel, feems to have laid the foundation of this * Gu/pel- 
Shop’; which the dull and illiterate Author has the vanity to prefent 
to the Public asa Comepy. It is intended az a fatire on our modern 
fanatics; but it is fo very nonfenfical a performance, that it will re- 
flect difgrace only on the wretched writer.—The name in the tile- 
Page carries fiction in its very face. 
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Art. 23. A Letter to David Garrick, E/q; on his Condué& as 
Principal Manager and Actor at Drury-Lane. With a Preface and 
Notes by the Editor. Second Edition, 4to. 2s. Williams, &c. 
This old pamphlet is republifhed, as we are affured, without the 

confent or knowledge of the Author, who had unwarily drawn his pen 

apainit Mr, G. on mifinformation; but had candidly fuppreffed the firtt 
impreflion. The preface and notes to this {purious edition ferve only'to 
betray the impotent malignity of the perfon who hath attempted to 
ferve up to the Public this ftale and unfeafonable dith. 
PoETICAL. 
Art. 24. The Patriot Minifier. A Poem. gto. 15. 64d, 
Flexney. 1778. 

A fober tribute of praife to the memory of Pitt. We are forry 
that we cannot fay much in praife of the poetry,—whatever applaufe 
may be due to the Author, on account of his good fentiments rela- 
tive to liberty and humanity. 

Art. 25. The Court of Adultery; a Vifion. gto. Is. 6d, 

Smith. 1778. 

A fucker from that,hot-houfe plant, Te Diaboliad. 

Art. 26. The Devif’s Wedding; a Poem: Exhibiting fome of 
the moft flagitions Characters of the Age. Dedicated to the mo 
worthy Prelate in his Majefty’s Dominions. 4to. 1s. 6d, 
Bladon, 1778. 

Another /acot from the fame Diabolical ftock; but it feems fo 
poor, and blighted, that we muft fuppofe the Devil himfelf, if he 
has any pretenfions to ¢a/fe, will be afhamed of fuch an epitha- 
Jamium. 

Art. 27. Envy; a Poem. Addrefled to Mrs. Miller, at Bath- 

Ealton-Villa, 4to, 1s. 6d. Dodfley. 

Founded on the Addrefs to Envy, Ovid. El. 15. B. 1. and good- 
naturedly meant as a compliment to the ladies and gentlemen, con- 
tributors to Mrs. Miller’s Va/e : from 

The daughters and the ‘ fons of Phcebus, 
* Who twine the riddle and the rebus, 

* Acroftics weave, and roundelays, 

¢ And make new legs for Bouts-rimées, 

* Up to the afpiring bards who foar 

* Aloft in proud Miltonic lore ‘ 

This poem, it feems, was, by fome unlucky accident, fent too 
late to be put into the Vafe: the open-handed recipient of worfe 
and better things. 

Art. 28. An Ode to the Warlike Genius of Great Britain. . ato. 

2s, Bew, &c. 1778. 

An animated pindaric, calculated to infpirit the nation, at a 
junéture in which her warlike genius may prove to be her laft and 
fureft friend.— I he poetry is confiderably above mediocrity. 

Art. 29. Illuftrium Virerum Elogia Sepulchralia. Edidit Ed- 
wvardus Popham, Col, Oriel. Oxon nuper Socio. 8v0. 5 8. Boards. 
Dodfley. 1778. 

A collection of monumental infcriptions, all in Latin, The truth 
of the E/ogia may, :» many inftances, be problematical ; yet, as Vas 
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Jerius Maximus obferves, thefe ancient memorials are contemplated, 
nefcio qua dulcedine. We have heard Dr. Dayrell, a relation of the 
Jate Lord Cobham, propofe an alteration in a line of Pope’s, refpect- 
ing that nobleman: , 

‘ O fave my country, Heaven, fhall be thy laft. 

‘ O d—— my country, Heaven, fhall be thy laft.’ 
Sic lege noftro Periculo ! : ; 

The colleétion is prefaced by an addrefs, in Latin verfe, to the 
Duke of Marlborough, toward the conclufion of which the Author 
rophefies that his Grace will die before his wife. A rare inflance 
of plain fpeaking in a dedication ! | 

PoLITICAL 
Art. 30. Addrefs to the Rulers of the State: in which their Con- 
duét and Meafures, the Principles and Abilities of their Oppo- 
nents, and the real Intereft of England, with regard to Americay” 
and her natural Enemies, are freely canvafled. By a friend-to 

Great-Britain. 4to. 2s. Bew, 1778. 

A fenfible, well-informed, candid, though, in fome refpeéts (as 
we apprehend), a chimerical writer, here eftimates the characters, 
principles, and conduct, of our leading men, both in and out of 
power. The confequence deduced from this inveftigation, is, that 
we ought not to think of changing hands; for that, on the whole, a 
fet of minifters, better qualified than thofe now in office, could not 
be formed out of the minority. Yet is not our Author bigotted 
either to the perfons employed, or to the meafures that have been 
adopted for fome years pait. He ftrongly condemns, in particular, 
the fatal plan of adminiftration and coercion, by which we have loft 
the greateft part of our American colonies; and he, with equal ear- 
neftnefs, recommends an effectual reconciliation with the Americans, 
fuch, indeed, as can only be obtained by the moft ample and unre- 
ferved conceflions on our part: even the granting them (what they 
are already in poffeflion of) their favourite independency. By this 
means, he fuppofes, we fhall not only lofe nothing, but gain every 
thing worth contending for: i.e. we fhall recover the AMERICAN 
Trape, which, he endeavours to fhew, will naturally and infallibly 
return to its accuftomed channel, 

With refpe& to France, he feems to make light of her utmoft ef- 
forts to hurt us; and he ufes every argument to animate our minifiry 
to a firm and fpirited exertion of the power lodged in their hands, 
to punith the perfidy of that nation. This he confiders as the only 
means, not only of retrieving our national credit, but of regaining 
the refpec of the Americans, and facilitating a ftritt federal alliance 
with them: which, he contends, can by no means be fo effectually 
accomplifhed, as by £ victories over our rea/ and common enemies.” 

As all this is eafily done, upon paper, our Author proceeds to plan 
even (we had almoft faid) greater things: nothing lefs than our 
fpeedily humbling the pride of a// our national, though not declared 
enemies ; in which number, he includes Spain, Holland, and Portu- 
gal.—In fhort, our Addrefér treads the whole circle of political ground, 
and offers, to government, a multitude of hints,—fome of which feem 
to be more efpecially worthy of attention. ° 
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Art. 316 4 Letter to Sir George Saville, Bart. On the Allegiance 
of a Britifth Subject, occafioned by his late Bill in Parliament, in 
favour of the Roman Catholics of this Kingdom. 8vo, 1s, 
Robfon, 1778. 

A grateful Roman Catholic here makes the moft becoming ac. 
knowledgments to Sir George, for the liberal fpirit manifeited by 
that worthy patriot, in regard to the parliamentary tranfaction men. 
tidned in the title-page. : 

lf we may view this ingenious writer as the mouth of his party, 
we fhall confider him with the greater pleafure, as he hath given fuch 


an expofition of the present political creed of the Englifh Catholics, 


(and the Irifh too, we take it for granted) as leaves us little room to 
apprehend their ever making an ill ufe of the advantage that hath, 
with fo much candor and generofity, been thrown into their {cale, 
Art. 32. 4n Ejfay om Liberty. 8vo. 1s. Bew. 1778, 

Though the Author of this performance appears to have a fincere 
regard for the caufe of liberty, and there are in it fome good obfer- 
vations, we cannot fay much in its praife. The Remarks are very 
trite, and the language is void of fpirit and elegance. There is, at 
the fame time, a want of accuracy in the delineation of events, 
and of fagacity and precifion in marking the characters of our 
princes. ‘The whole has fomething of the air of a fchool declama= 
tion, written more from a confufed recollection of facts, than from 
found knowledge and judgment. If this be the Author’s firft at- 
tempt, perhaps he will acquit himfelf better on a future occafion, 
What he is chiefly to be commended for, is the candour with which 
he {peaks of our monarchs, even when he condemns their condud, 
and his having never introduced any perfonal reflections, 

Art. 33- 4 View of the Hard Labour Bill; being an Abftract of 
a pamphlet entitled, ‘* Draught of a Bill to punith by Imprifon- 
ment and hard Labour, certain Offenders; and to eftablifh proper 
Places for their Reception.” Inter{perfed with Obfervations rela- 
tive to the Subject of the above Draught in particular, and to pe- 
nal Jurifprudence in general, By Jeremy Bentham of Lincoln’s 
Inn, Efq; Svo. 2s. 6d.. Payne, &c. 1778, 

In confequence of the ftop put to the tranfportation of convitted 
felons, by our American quarrel, a plan was formed for employing 
them at home: and as this ingenious commentator on the bill ob- 
ferves, ‘ It may be fome confolation to us under the misfortunes from 
which thofe difficulties took their rife, if they fhould have forced us 
into the adoption of a plan that promifes to operate one of the moft 
fignal improvements that have ever yet been made in criminal legif- 
lation, It may not even be altogether extravagant to fappofe, that 
at the end we may be found to have profited, not much lefs than we 
fhall have fuffered, by thefe misfortunes, when the benefits of this 
improvement come to be taken into the account.’ This may ferve to 
fhew our Author’s general idea of the bill, which he fupports by 
pertinent remarks on the different claufes; making, at the {ame time, 
many fhrewd obfervations on legal language, and on the verbofe, 
crafty ftyle of legiflative compofition. There never perhaps was an age 
that better juftifies the comparifon between a body politic and a private 
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family, in any rank of life, than the prefent ; fince it will ever be 

found in both, that wholefome internal regulations, though they at- 

tract not the eyes of the world by glare and oftentation, will outdo 
gnd outlait meafures which have only the /atter objects in contem- 
lation. Mediocria firma. 

Art. 34. 4 Glance at the Times ; with a Comparative View of Lon- 
don and Glafgow. ‘To which are fubjoined, the Characters of the 
Duke of Richmond, Earl of Chatham, Lord Camden, Dr. Frank- 
lyn, Mr. Burke, the Duke of Manchefter, Sir Cecyl Wray, &c. 
Svo, 1s. Becket. 1778. 

This is but a /de-glance ;—it gives us no full view of any of the 
yarious topics on which, to ufe a Scottith phrafe, the Author conde~ 

cends. 

f The performance before us might, perhaps, with more propriety, 

have been entitled, like the anfwer to the interefting letter to the 

Duchefs of Devonthire, De/ultory Thoughts. 

Thefe defultory thoughts relate, chiefly, to the political ftate of 
our country, and to the characters and conduct of the leaders of that 
party in oppolition to the meafures of government, which, in con- 
tempt, is called patriotic. ‘Thefe leading gentlemen feem to ftand 
but low in the eftimation of this writer ; who has, aptly enough, hit 
of many traits in their refpective public characters, —His comparative 
view of London and Glafgow is very brief, and prefents little more 
to our obfervation than this:—That the infazt city of the north, isin 
a rifing, and the ancient city of the fouth, in a falling ftate. ‘ Inthe 
former,’ fays he, * every thing feems to be foooting forward: inthe 
latter, you fee the fall of the laf! Maruriry is anticipated by the 
frugality of the one, —SuPERANNUATION is haftily brought on by the 
‘prodigality of the other.’—* Induftry,’ continues he, * economy, and 
all thofe mechanical virtues which give energy to trade, with thofe 
moral virtues which add reputation to it, are in union, and operate 
conjunctively to the glory and opulence of Glafgow.’—on the other 
hand, in London, the Author ices only ‘ unrettrained luxury and 
pleafure, idlenefs, immorality, and vanity,—together with a variety 
of other vices, repugnant to the difpofition of commerce,’—In a word, 
the London citizens, he obferves, * are fo flrangely altered, that we 
are obliged to coin new words, to explain the new charatters that 
have arifen among them: and, as if in the ftate of minority, guar- 
dians * are appointed to protect them from the machinations of 
Swindlers. 

In the perufal of this traét, we have been entertained by the witty 
turns, and lively remarks interfperfed init; yet, on the whole, it 
has afforded us no great inftruction; fo that we may apply to the in- 
genious + writer, what he fays of Mr. Burke: ‘ He delights the ear, 
but the underitanding is always difappointed ! 

* Alluding to the Society at the Crown and Anchor in the Strand. 

+ The Author is certainly entitled to this epithet, notwithftanding 
the feveral inaccuracies which we have obferved in this pamphlet, 
e(pecially in the firft fentence, which is, perhaps, rendered imper- 
fect by fome flip of the prefs, 
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Art. 35. 4 Letter from a Member of the Long Parliament, to ¢ 
Member of the Prefent. 8vo. 1s. Wilkie. 1778. 

An attempt to be witty and fatirical, at the expence of the antimi. 
nifterial party. 

Art. 36. On the Abufe of unrefirained Power. An hiftorical 
Effay. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Dilly. 1778. 

After fome general obfervations on the corrupt influence which un. 
due power naturally produces over the heart of man, and on the 
excefles to which it will probably carry thofe who are poffeffed of it, 
the Author takes notice, that it may not, perhaps, be uninteretting, 
or without its ufe, to fee his remarks fupported and enforced bya 
more particular enumeration of facts and examples. He is of opinion 
that fuch an hiltorical feries, though it may not place the human cha- 
racter in a very amiable point of view, will at leaft contribute to our 
more perfect knowledge of it; and may alfo help to preferve prefent 
and ‘ucure princes from imitating fuch unworthy proceedings, and 
Caution people and nations from intruiting princes and magiitrates 
with a degree of authority deftructive of all the ends of government, 
and incompatible with either reafon or humanity. For obvious rea 
fons, however, and left it fhould be objected by ignorance and cor- 
ruption, that fuch abominable fcenes are incredible, and can never 
be again repeated, our Effayift doth not take his fatis and inftances 
from the lives of fuch madmen and monfters as were feveral of the 
petty tyrants of Greece, or more extenfively formidable ones of Afia 
or of Rome ; but chiefly from princes of mixed characters, and whofe 
good qualities and virtues feem in a zreat meafure to have equalled 
or overbalanced their vices and crimes. Such a method, he appre- 
hends, will convince us, that danger is always to be apprehended ; 
and that a conftant habit of vigilance is neceffary, in order to preferve 
a free and equal government, and to guard againft the encroachments 
and exorbitances of magiitrates and miniiters in power and autho- 
rity. 

In the profecution of his defign, the Writer divides his effay into 
two parts; the firft containing tracts from ancient, and the fecond 
from modern hiftory. ‘The whole forms a ftriking and aweful picture 
of the enormities which have arifen from unreftrained power; and 
itrongly impreffes the important truth intended to be enforced,—that 
nothing can be more dangerous than to delegate to any of our fellow- 
Creatures, an authority which is not limited and guarded in the 
ftricteit manner. 

The Author informs us, in a fhort advertifement, that he has by 
him feveral other effays on different fubjeéts, which may, perhaps, 
fee the light at fome future time, if this {pecimen fhould be thought 
to merit the indulgence of the Public. We hope that the fentiments 
of a gentleman, who has fuch an extenfive acquaintance with human 
nature, and with hiftory, and who applies his knowledge to the moft 
valuable purpofes, will meet with the reception and encouragement 


to which they are juftly entitled, K 


Hv s- 















d 
] 
i 
: 














Montury CaTaLocuE, Hufbandry, Se. 97 


HusBANDRY, &c. 


The extenfive Praftice of the new Hufbandry exemplified 
Sorts of Land, for a courfe of Years, and the Import- 


Art. 37°, 
on various ra 
ance of that Hufbandry to Britain, fhewn from ee Experience of 


feveral eminent Hufbandmen. With an Appen ix, containing 

particular Direétions to thofe who defire to practife this Hufbandry 

in the beft Manner, and with Succefs. By Mr, Forbes, a Practifer 

of the faid Hufbandry. 8vo. 58. fewed. Payne. 1778. 

Confifts principally of quotations from various writers who have 
prattifed the horfe hoeing hufbandry on Mr. Tull’s principles ; with 
the obfervations of the compiler, who, we underitand, is fince dead. 

Confidering the certain expences of cultivation, the irrecoverable 
time fpent in waiting for the refult, general principles drawn from 
particular inflances, are extremely dangerous in agriculture. This 
comparative view of different writers may therefore ferve to guard 
the Reader againit miftakes. Avery ingenious farmer ufed to argue, 
though a man of letters himfelf, that if books upon other fubjeéts were 
to be eftimated by thofe on hufbandry, literature had done more 
harm than good. Writers on agriculture are too rafh calculators on 
expectancy ; fo that gentlemen farmers, who are the chief ‘readers, 
ought to read with great caution, and bring what they read to the 
tets of their own knowledge, and experience on their own land. WN. 
Art. 38. The Improvement of Wafte Lands, viz. wet, moory 

Land, Land near Rivers and running Waters, Peat Land, and 

propagating Oak and other Timber upon neglected and wafte Land. 

To which is added a Differtation on great and {mall Farms; and 

the Confequences of them to Land Owners and the Public. By 

Francis Forbes, Gent. 8vo, 3s. 6d. fewed. Conant. 

The fubjects of this treatife are all of an interefting nature; the 
Author writes like a man of underftanding and due knowledge, and 
may prove an ufeful counfellor to thofe country gentlemen, who are 
attentive to the true interefts of their eftates. N. 
Art. 39. Confiderations on the Breed and Management of Horfes. 

Interfperfed with fome Remarks and Calculations on the Exportation 

and Importation of Corn, and the Importance of an improved Cul- 

tivation. Addreffed to the King. 12mo, 2s. 6d. Davis, in 

Piccadilly. 1777. 

Though horfes are the principal objects of this writer’s attention, 
on the breeding and treatment of which he offers fome very good re- 
marks; he extends his views to agriculture, and forms many calcu- 
lations on {peculative modes of hufbandry, which are feldom or never 
verified in practice. To thefe are added moral, political, and com- 
mercial hints, fo that although our Author began to write in the 
character of an intelligent jockey (and a very intelligent one he ap- 
pears to be), the fertility of his fancy has led him from one thing to 
another, until he clofes with the herring fithery, and the woollen 
manufacture!—On the whole, this tract contains a variety of obfer- 
vations, which are, we believe, of fufficient importance to merit the 


attention of the Public. N. 
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RELIGIOUS. 
Art. 40. Sermons on the Articles of the Chriftian Faith. By Samuel 
Ogden, D.D.* 8vo. 48. 6d. Beecroft. 1777, 

Of the writings of this learned and orthodox divine, we have, oq 
former occafions, given fuflicient {pecimens, fee our accounts of hi 
fermons on the efficacy of prayer, and on the ten commandments: for the 
firit fee Rev. vol. xlii. p. 2145 and for the fecond, Rev. July 1777, 

. 86.—The prefent volume contains fourteen difcourfes, on the Being 
of God, the Redemption of Man, a future Judgment, and other preg 
articles of the Chriftian faith and perfuafion,—We have feen, by the 
papers, that Dr. Ogden died foon after the publication of the pep. 
formance before us. 





S ERM ON S&S. 


I. Ax carne? Attempt to reform the Times—at the Vifitation held a 
Warmintter, May the zgth, 1777. By John Eyre, D. D. Curate 
of Wylye. &vo. 6d. Wilkie. 

From the ftrain of this difcourfe, we conclude the Author to bea 
well-meaning man, who defires to be ufeful. He addreffes the ex. 

_ hortation, Rev. il. 10. Be thou fuithful unto death, and I will giv 


thee a crown of life, to minifters, church-wardens, and chriftians in | 
general. Why overfeers, juftices of the peace, and other magiftrates | 


and officers fhould not have been particularifed as well as church. 
wardens, we cannot imagine. Nor do we fee that Jearning the part 


Hebrew without points, or infifling loudly on Trinity, Unity, Coeter. § 


nity, Coeguality, would contribute fo much and fo eflentially to the 


reformation of the times, as our Author feems to apprehend. Non. [ 


refidence in parifhes, and not providing fufficiently for fubftitutes; 
is a juft caufe of complaint; of which Dr. Eyre takes particular no- 


tice. That the times need reformation, is too evident to admit of | 
any difpute; and therefore whatever may really contribute to ad- 


vance this defirable end, will be jultly deemed to have real worth and 
importance, | 
II. Preached beforethe Laudable Affociation of Antigallicans, at the 


Parifh Church of St. George’s, Middlefex, on their General An f 
nual Meeting, on Thurfday, the 23d of April, 1778. By the} 


Rev. Ifaac Hunt, M. A. 4to. 15s. 6d. Evans. 
The Antigallican Society was inftituted in the beginning of the 
memorable year 1745, * when (fays Mr. Hunt) the finances and com- 


merce of France were fo far recovered from the ruinous ftate into [ 
which they were thrown by the wars of Queen Anne, as to enable it | 
again to difturb the peace of Europe, and brave the Britifh arms. At f 


this time a number of. individuals refiding in London, fired with thé 
juft indignation of Englifhmen againft the infidious arts, as well a 
open infolence, of the French nation, entered into an a{fociation to 
{upport and diffufe among their fellow-citizens the like fpirit of pa 
triotic refentment againft thofe perfidious enemies to Britain.’ The 


—_ 





* Woodwardian Profeffor in the univerfity of Cambridge. 
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profefied defign of this inftitution was to:difcourage, by precept and 


example, the importation and confumption of French produce and 


amuel anufactures, and to encourage, on the contrary, the produce and 
manufactures of Great Britain. ‘The Society foon became very nu- 
re, 0 merous. About the year 1751 they offered a premium for the two 
* his buffes that fhould catch and cure the greateft number of Britifh her- 
OF the rings—2 fifhery which was then confidered as of national confequence, 
pu. though fince, for foine unknown reafons, it has been neglected. In 
“SE the year following they offered a gold medal to the captain, and a 
Breat remium to the crew, of the mott fuccefsful fhip in the Greenland 
Y the te, Charitable donations to the poor, and to fufferers by public 
» Pete calamity, have alfo diftinguifhed this Affociation, In the intervals 
of peace the fpirit of the Society, it is faid, very naturally fubfided. 
— At the breaking out of the lait war it was renewed. A private fhip 
of war was fitted out by fubfcription, and a number of boys provided 
and clothed to be fent on board his Majefty’s fhips. The prefene 
Id at conduct of the French, we are told, again rouzes them, and the Af- 
urate fociation have refumed their refolution of fitting out a number of 
flout lads for the fea-fervice. Some perfons are ready to fay, when 
> bea fuch enormous fums are raifed by public taxes for the aid of govern- 
7, a ment, what juft reafon can there be for applying to private fub{crip- 
0 tions? Into this we fhall not enquire. Mr. Hunt, however, here 
ne : gives us a very good and fuitable difcourfe, recommending the love 
rates SF oof our country, recommending alfo an attention to the prefent object 
rch of the Society with regard to our marine, and infifting very properly 
Lins on the folly of Englifhmen’s attachment to French manners and pro- 
re duaions. * One would imagine (he fays), thatinacountry compli- 
Noe, mented by other nations as the peculiar refidence of good fenfe and 
aie fober thinking, there would be little danger of its adopting the cuf- 
yr toms, manners, and drefs of its moit capricious, unthinking, and 
it of frivolous neighbours ; and this more efpecially in a country of ma- 
> ob I nufactures and commerce, in which fuch adoption is not only incon 
b sal fitent with the native difpofition and genius of its inhabitants, but 
" is eflentially detrimental to their public as well as private intereft.” 
el He concludes with fervent wifhes for the reconciliation of our colo- 
Ans — Mies with the mother-country, and earneft perfuafion that reciprocal 
the offences might be buried ig,oblivion, and pait errors forgot, and the 
y whole Britifh empire unite"hand and hearst againft the common foe to 
¢ the | its peace, ‘ 
oun Ill, The Vanity of human Dependicies ftated and explained—at Barbi- 
» sntd can, May 17, 1778; being the Sunday after the Deceafe of the 


ble it : late Earl of Chatham. By Charles Bu'kley. 4to. I 


s. Johnfon. 


Mr. Bulkley employs his ingenious pen to lament the death of the 


Ht. 


a above-mentioned eminent and once popular nobleman. ‘ [ cannot 
ell a8 furely (he fays) be confidered as going out of the line of my profef- 
wee fion, or beyond my province, in paying my very {mall tribute of 
f pe honour and refpeét (for fmall indeed it is) to the memory of one 


whofe ani 
The time { 
been 


jut 












ens 


pre 
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ed fervices, under God, our late monarch having at a 
alled him to the prime adminiftration of affairs, have 
of tranfinitting to us fo many bieffings.” We may 
t though the meaning of this paflage is fufficiently 
plain, 
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plain, there is a confufion in the arrangement of the thoughts, not, 
we think, generally obfervable in this Author.—He proceeds with 
the words of the Pfalmift: * The righteous perifheth, and no man 
Jayeth it to heart, and merciful men are taken away, none Confider. 
ing that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.’ How 
applicable thefe words in particular to the character of him whofe 
death we deplore! What was his conftant, uniform language as a fe. 
nator, and a ftatefman, from the very beginning of our prefent trou- 
bles to hisown lateft breath. Tax not without reprefentation~T here 
was righteoufnefs—— Withdraw, withdraw your troops—There was 


mercy, And whenI reflect on the great and mighty lofs we have fuf- 


tained by his removal, I am ready to cry out with the prophet, * Wo 
is me, for I am as when they have gathered the fummer fruits, as the 
grape gleanings of the vintage: there is no clufter to eat; my foul 
defired the firft ripe fruit ; the good man is perifhed out of the earth.” 
—But I would not wifh to lead you into any defponding apprehen- 
fions.” 

Mr. Bulkley exprefies his fatisfaftion in the refpect and honour 
which have been manifefted by Government to the memory of the Earl 
of Chatham: at the fame time he declares his concern at not having 
« difcovered any traces of a like {pirit prevailing in the body at large: 
I have rather (fays he) been fhocked with the appearances of a fullen 
infenfibility on the occafion ; too fimilar, alas, to the general ftupe- 
faction of the times, that worft of omens we have among us, unlefs, 
haply, this very ftupefaction may prove at length its own cure by ex- 
citing a juft amazement at itfelf.’ 

IV. Preached before the incorporated Society for the Propagation of 


the Gofpel in foreign Parts—at their Meeting in the Church of 


St. Mary-le-Bow, February 20, 1778. By the Honourable and 
Right Reverend Father in God, Brownlow Lord Bifhop of Wore 
cefter. 8vo. 1s, Harrifon, 

An ingenious and elegant compofition: and this is chiefly what we 
have to fay concerning it ; for though it advances pofitions and affer- 
tions which at the leaft admit of debate, it much exceeeds the limits 
we can allow to confider them. Should it be granted that they fpeak 
fome truth, it muft be at the fame time queftioned whether it is the 
whole truth, and whether this exact and polifhed difcourfe may not be 
in fome inftances calculated to miflead aff@ deceive, rather than to 
enlighten and inform. On the whole, it reminds us of an anfwer, 
which was publifhed fome years agoggto Dr. Mayhew’s pamphlet con- 
cerning the Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel. It was ele- 
gantly written (far fuperior in this refpect to Dr. Mayhew’s tract), 
under the direction of the late Archbifhop of Canterbury. It was 
genteel, fpecious, plaufible—but, as we remember, very far from 
removing the objections which were offered by Dr. Mayhew. 

V. The Spiritual Merchant deferibed, and the Gain of true Godlinefi 
proved—at the Tabernacle near Moorfields, Oét, 29, 1777+ By 

Samuel Medley. 8vo. 6d. Buckland, &c. 
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